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|0 glorify God, by doing good to men, is the 
great end of the present life; and it is only 
as we keep the eye t)n this object that we 
answer the design of Ood in onr creation 
and salvation. The Lord has formed us 
for himself, that we may show forth his praise. God 
aims at onr welfare in connection with his own honour, 
in all that he does; and in proportion as we are taqght 
by his Spirit, influenced t^ his lore, and ruled t^ his 
word, we shall do the same. Self must be dethroned, 
that Jehovah may be exalted. Selfishness must be 
crucified, that benevolence may be displayed. God 
must be imitated in his moral perfections if we would 
prove our relationship to him, or union with him. 
^' Be ye therefore merciful, as your Father also is mer- 
oifuL" Thus spake Jesus to his beloved disciples. "Be 
ye imitators of God as dear children," is Paul's exhor- 
tation to his brethren at Ephesus. And thus we are 
exhorted by the Holy Spirit, through him 

To bring souls to Christ is of immense importance, 
and to stir up believers to assist in doing so is only 
second in importance to it; and such is the aim and 
object of this book. Yes, to glorify God b^ \)rAs^isgfiDk9i& 
souls to Christ, and to stir up believen \^ «&«,««,« ^^^^'^ 
great worl^ if the object we' have In "view. "BaaAct*^^ 
wiah to render you holy and happy; aixA t\Aa *^^ ^''^ 
be done by leading you to receive Cbriat wyo^»^*''^^ 



I nappineM to oarselTM. 
thU work yon will find varietj, and yet h 
as well as gospel; works, as well as faith; 
as light; bright beams as well as dark doi 
. to awaken consdence, to aronse the affec 
to the Saviour, to consecrate to God, to e 
ervice for his praise. Time flies, death is 
I, and eternity is jnst before ns; let ns, tl 
i while we have the opportunity, as it iHll 
I for ever. Reader ! are you in Christ? I 
Spirit of Christ? Are you labouring for 
i your object and aim to bring sinners to 
ler these questions welL They are deeply 
of the last importance. If you are a sti 
rimental religion, may the Lord make tl 
I a blessing to you. If you are a believer i 
Ting nearness and fellowship with him, lif 
t to Grod, that he would accompany th: 
ument with his own powerful blessing. C 
usest the weak things of this world, an 
are despised, use this little book for the g 
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DIVINE CARE. 
He careth for you." — ^1 Pktbr t. 7. 




|H£ ChristiajQjs life is very much 
made up of oares and .comforts. 
Caies Bpring firom eartli, comfort 
comes from Jieaven; cares proYO 
him a eimier, holj ccm^orte prove him a 
heliever ; cares flow in from a variety of quar- 
ters, true comfort £rom only one ; cares come 
.naturally, hot comforts -enpematiirally. We 
.ahall be sure to have caies ; but shall ^we have 
.comfort ? This depends on Ood?A gc^c&^'^'V^^ 
.gives it; and our &ith, whidh lecei^ea V\.- ^«t^* 
mast be cast on qui God, oi tJiey "SiiKL ^^^"'^ ^ 
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18, and the very one which of all 
^ould wish to do so. " The Lord 
rou." 

For whom f For you, who are beg( 
o a lively hope by the resurrectio 
Christ from the dead ; who are bom 
•f corruptible seed, but of incorrupti 
rord of God, which liveth and abidei 
•"or yotf , who are strangers and pilgr 
arth, as all your fathers were. Fo 
re placed in humble circumstan 
umbered with the poor of this w< 
otf, who are compassed about witl 
ires, and who enjoy so few comforts 
iirprised at the fiery trials which t 
lioupjh some stranjre thiner liad haiir 



Divine Care. 1 1 

the doubting and the confident Believer, He 
cares for thee. 

Who is it that cares for usf It is the Lord^ 
" the high and lofty One that inhahiteth eternity, 
whose name is Holy ; " who is so great, that we 
have no adequate conception of his greatness ; 
so good, that it is impossible fully to set forth 
his goodness ; and so glorious, that no sinner 
can see his face and live. It is He who created 
all things by his word, who governs all by 
his wisdom, and upholds all by his power. 
His resources are infinite, his compassion 
exquisite, and his patience surprisingly great. 
He enters into all the circumstances of his 
people, is ever present with them, and rejoices 
over them to do them good. The angels obey 
him, the seraphim adore him, and all creation 
glorifies him : but though he is so exalted, so 
happy, and so unspeakably great, he careth for 
you ; for you, mean as you are ; for you, sin- 
ful as you are; for you, depressed and dis- 
couraged as you are. Jle careth for you. He 
cares for you individually, and according to the 
circumstances in which you are placed. 

What does he dof He careth for you. He 
thinks of you. He watches ovex ^om. '^^ 
BympaHuzea with you. He feels \^e ^e«'^««^' 
iDferest in yon. He ever seekft yo\xx ^^^«.^^' 



He iafolUblj secuieB 70111 good. Tour maarf 
touchee hia heart, your wants lie t^n ia hit 
viaw, and your cries enter into hia ears. He 
careB for ;oD more tbaa fbi the prasdast 
manorch on hie throne, or the mightiest pro- 
ductioa of his power. He cares for yon. Mid 
hia caie \t oonstant : it is not fitful, or occa- 
siouaJ, but erer the sanie. lie caras for jon, 
aad his caie is paternal : it is the eaia of ft 
faflier far his child — the child whom be ten^ 
durly loves, and for whose welfare he feel* the 
doopeat concern. He cares for yon, and hii 
care is perpetnal: he will never care for yon 
less than ho does at present; when age weakens 
j-ou,whenwanta pinch you, when doafh appearg 
I'uat before you, he will care for you as much as 
ho did in youth, or as be does at this moment. 
Ho cares for you, and his ci 
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and the evils- it prevents. He caxetli for you, 
and his care Ss special : it is not the care which 
he has for the beaBts which perish, or the sin- 
ners who (fie tinder his frown ; it is cure that' 
extends to the very hairs of yonr heads, which 
are all nnmhered, and lb all the events and' 
occurrences of life, however minnte or common- 
place. 

Beloved, here is our comfort. We may lose 
the care of ttn earthly parent by death; but 
the Lord ever Irveth, and while he lives he 
cares for us. We may lose the care of a kind 
earthly friend, through the malice or misre- 
presentations of a foe ; but the Lord ever loves 
us, thoroughly knows us, and never ceases to 
care for us. Here is the ground df our confi- 
dence for the future. We cannot put trust in 
a friend, or put confidence in a guide ; we 
know net iD%mt^ we shaH be, nor viKaA we shall 
be, for we know not what a day may bring 
forth ; bn£ this we know^, that Gk)d will care for 
us, and, caring for Uff, will fulfil his promises 
to UB) and make all his goodness pass befbre us. 
If Qod cares for us, Ihen let us cast all our cares 
upon him ; let us live in daily fellowship with, 
him ; let us seek all our gnpplieB ttomYi^tQ.. ^^ 
QtoA carek for ub, let ns not dishoiioxxi \ivca \ii 
nuTBJng our donhtBf or encouTagin^ ovtt te«x%\ 



everytmng, oy prayer ana snppiicaiioii 
hanksgiying let our reqnesta be made 
unto God ; and the peace of God, which 
1 all understanding, shall keep our hearts 
nds through Christ Jesus " (Phil. iy. 6, 7) . 
attend to our Saviour's loving admoni- 
" Take therefore no thought for the 
T ; for the morrow shall take thought for 
ngs of itselfl Sufficient unto the day is 
a thereof" (Matt. vi. 84). We shall 
ye without a friend, however trying our 
stances may be; or without a g^de, 
)r perplexing or difficult our path. The 
■. Gk)d is more than the care of all the 
; hosts ; and if the care of Gk)d is not 
nt to preserve, supply, and satisfy us. 




THE SONS OF GOD. 

gjEHOVAH determiQed not only to 

e his people, but: \a ruea tliem 

10 highest pOBflibie hmiour and 

; therefoi'e he predesti- 

> the adaption of cMldron b; 

a biniBelf, to the praieo of the 

glory of hiH grace. In the Mnnas of time be 

Beat forth bis Son, made of a wnmau, mnda 

under the law, to redeem Ibeia that were under 

the lew, that we might receive the ndoplion of 

sons. And becaose we me sons, Ood hath eeut 

Jforth the Spirit of hie Son into our heatta, cry- 

■fjig, Abba, Fat ber. Thua fho Father dncroed 

•^i»ju- jidoption, the Son came to redeem ub from 

C*(«?c3af^, and the Holy Spirit takea posEeaaion 

'^i'-^;2T henrla, teachiogual^i call God "Father." 

"^ piaipoee flowed irom the Father's g^iuas, 

'' ~va.^ wuB cleared by the Scta'a ^iiuoi., a-ti.4. 

**flt ure and inciwledge are impn.T\.&iM *'* 

'^tet TTork. TIieFatLet'aloTeiatt«awJ«s«'' 



^^.« ouects our freedom, 
Father's throne. ThuB we 
to each of the Divine Ters« 
should daily^ bless tbe Fatl 
and adore the Holj Ghost ; \ 
purpose, tbff Son's meiit, one 
in our tiioughta and! our s 
Trinity we can form no scrip 
tion; and no one understan 
trine of salvation who' does 
tiiree Divine Persons areenga 
The sons of God are' 8inn< 
vinced' of it, they deeply fe< 
over it, and seek to lv> ^.o-*- 
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their supplicg from hia hand, and doino; hia 

wiil &om the lieart ; or, if fhey connot elniin 

the relationahip, thay are ready to envy thoaa 

who can, and sigh nnd cry for the Spirit of 

adaption, that ha may beu vitoeu with Uieir 

Bpidts that they are the children of Qod. To 

, thorn no privilege ia ea preciooa. no bleeaing so 

I deHirable, no favour ao great, aa to be able to 

claim and enjoy their covenant relationtlilp to 

' God. They anfller much from temptation, are 

often haraassd nith doubts, and are haled by 

the world which lieth in the wiolted one. Here 

thoy hove no continuing city, but they aeek 

one to come ; they are strangers and pilgrims 

. on the earth, ae all their fathers wero. They 

live by faith in Glod'a promise, providence, and 

presence, and eipect every blesaing from hifl 

unmerited love. They know Ihey have no 

claim, becaose they have sinned ; yet they 

haTO confidence and hope, because Ood ie 

graciona, and hath given them hia word. They 

expect to be cbaatisod, bscaOBe their Fathor ia 

■risa ; and yet often fret and complain when 

" fl:liey mnart mider the rod. They long for their 

-Xaofoe. yet dialike the way to it ; and they pray 

*««■ «3eliverance. yet cleave to the earth. The 

^cn^ of God are all eingular characters : they 

^ea J-iinj viha ie invisible, taate that tha Loii^a 






Our joys will be peculiarly sweet, but our 
ows will be proportionably bitter. If we 
)y the friendship of God, we must endure 
hatred of the world. If we walk with 
18 in love, we shall be tempted and harassed 
Satan. If we have confidence in GK)d's 
d, we shall be exercised with ten thousand 
's. If we have the assurance of faith, we 
11 be plagued with many gloomy doubts, 
ur hearts are renewed by grace, we shall be 
ressed with their hardness and indifference. 
we have the spirit of prayer, we shall groan 
ause we know not how to pray, or what to 
y for. If we are at peace with God, we 
11 have a constant conflict in our own 
cms; the flesh lusting against the Spirit 
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treeaing as, luid oflen cunsing ua to eiclaini, 
" O wretched man that I am. nho ehnll delivtr 
tne from tliie body of death?" 0«r livas wUl 
t>e a pariuloi, and we ahaU understand the 
apostle wbeu he aays : " We are tronHed on 
every side, yet not distressed ; we are per- 
plexed, but cot in deHpair ; pereecuted, but not 
forsaken; cost down, bnt not destroy ed....AB 
unknown, and yet well known; as dying, nnd 
behold we live ; as chustened, and not killed'; 
ua sorrowful, yet alway rejoicing ; as poor, yet 
making many rich ; m having nothing, and yet 
jKjssessing all things." 




THE CHRISTIAN'S DAILY PRATER. 

''O Lordt remember me, and viait me.** 
Jul XT. 15. 

|HE prophet was in great tronble 
Lifi9 was almost a burden. Yet tlu 
Lord had promised to show hin 
special favour. He had promisei 
to be with him, and that it should be well witi 
his remnant. But the promises which suppoi 
us do not always cheer us. We have alway 
more wealth in our possession than we tur 
to account But he fedls on his knees — h 
looks up to his Qod. Oh, what a relief i 
prayer ! We never value it as we do in dee 
affliction, when the heart must find vent c 
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BiTe ! How suited to ns I Let ub look at this 
fotiyer, and make it oiir own. It ia a time of 
troBbla. Most aie anfferiiig from one cawe or 
another. Oh, that the Lord would sanctify 
the sorrowa of his people, and make the suffer- 
ings of hia foes the means of their conversion ! 
" O Lord^ remmmber me," — Who can hear to 
be forgotten, BiqpeciaUy by a kind, wealthy, 
and powerful fidend? How could we bear to be 
forgotten of the Lord ? But though he neyer 
will forget us, yet iwe may plead fior a special 
remembrance. Lord, I am tried, troubled; and 
cast down; icmember that I am thy child. 
Thou hast put me mmong thy children. I laave 
called thee Abba, Father. Thou hast owned 
me at thy throne of grace, and I cannot live 
ocmtented without thy amile and thy blessing. 
I am thy weeinng child. The sorrows of my 
heart are enlarged ; oh, bring thou me out of 
my distresses! Bemember, I am thy friend. 
I have been reconciled to thee by tiie death of 
thy Bon. I have committed my aU unto thee. 
I hKW been familiar with thee. I have poured 
out all my heart beSEbre thee. I cannot be 
hi^y except thou think of me, send to me, 
and diow me friendship. RememVyet ,\ ^xci ^Cki 
BoidJer, engaged in thy cause an^ cpaiww^- V 
wear tbine armour. I figlxt xixkdei Ai3ai \3«»siKt 



.^wiuuer, 1 am thy serrant. I 

haye been long in the family. . I love thy 
children. I sometimes enjoy thy work. Bnt I 
am weak, beset with fears, and discouraged in : 
the path of duty : oh, remember me ! 

Remember me, for I am in on enemy*8 land.- 
It is not the country I love and long for. I am . 
.n a howlihg wilderness, where there are few • 
riends, little pleasant food, or refreshing rest, 
am in a house of disease and death. All axe- 
uifering, and many are dying around me. 
:emember my weakness, for it is great; my 
ars, for they are many ; my temptations, for 
ey are violent ; my infirmities, for they are 
imerous and painful ; and my present circum- 
inces, for they are very trying. Oh, remem- 
r my prayers, and anawo- *^ 



" Lord, vitit m<."— What ig Ufa without 

God's presence? Wliat would the world ba if 

God did not visit us ? How could we bear it if 

lis were to say, " You have had the last visit — 

I wiU come to jou no more?" But he wiU sea 

ni again, and our hearts ahall rejoice. He vrill 

□ome tinto as, and he will btesa as. Still, pro- 

miaea ore not enough, if we are really alive U> 

God. We want their fulfilment. We cannot 

l» aatisfied anlees the Lord comes, and mani- 

£%*t« binuelf nato ui. O Lord, visit me, and 

^■often my heart It ii hard and anfeeling. I 

Vx^ne tried to melt it in vain. I have taken it 

t^c i&^ai : there it grows harder, I have taken 

^ ^<A Aithaemane and Calvary; but no placn, 

* ^«raa, no subject will do. 11 m>j«i W *il 



>ie IB uiuettled and wandering. 

I irom tbee 'will fill me wiUi ctnfidanoe, 

expectations, and c&iue m; whol« 

low with love. Then zeal will bnm, 

c will work, fortitude wiU spring ap. 

Lry ^raca that Bhonld adorn the Chti*- 

:i will be in lifelf act and exei- 

jt me, and brighten my eTidencei. 

■e often ao dim, bo ODBatiafaclory, that 1 

ve DO coEofort bom Ibem. I want to 

□ that I am a Chriatiaii; io hare no 

nu miagiviogs; to have every Batigfao 

di-noa in my heart aud life ; but \ml6B» 

'■ aic, J feel certain 1 ahn.11 not. 0\i, 
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visit me, and cheer my spirits. I am dejeoted 
and cast down. My comforts droop and die. 
I am low, in a low place. Oh, visit me, and 
confoond my foes. They are many ; they are 
powerful; they get access to my heart; they 
bewilder, conftise, and mislead me ; they often 
cast me down wounded, and fill me with fear 
and dread. Oh, visit me, and perfect my resig- 
nation. I would yield to thy will in every- 
thing. I would prefer thy choice to my own. 
I would be perfectly satisfied with all thy 
arrangements. Oh, visit me, and produce this 
blessed, this desirable state of mind. 

Beloved, God's remembrance is always fruit- 
fiil, it always brings us good things. God's 
visits are always beneficial. They check every 
evil, nourish every grace, revive every virtue, 
and satisfy every really good desire. In this 
short prayer is all we shall want in life or in 
death. Are you concerned that Gk)d should 
remember you ? Gould you bear to be forgotten 
of God? Did God ever visit you in mercy? 
Has he visited you lately? Can you be satis- 
fied without his visits? Oh, make the pro- 
phet's prayer your own, and daily cry, " Lord, 
remember me, and visit me." 

"Lord, when I quit this earthly «\»«Q, 
Where Mhail I jQly but to thy bxeMU 



MJ/ presence me 

«v oold be a dark and tiresome plac> 

" Wlien earthly cares engross the day, 
And hold my thoughts aside from it 
The shining hours of cheerful light 
Are long and tedious years to me. 

" And if no evening visit's paid. 

Between my Saviour and my soul, 

How dull the night ! how sad the shade 

How mournfully the minutes roll ! 

" My God ! and can a humble child, 
That loves thee with a flame so high, 
Be ever from thy face exiled, 
Without the pity of thine eye? 

" Impossible ! for thine own hands 

Have tied my heart so fast to thee; 
And in thy book the promise stands. 
That where thou art thv fn«»"''- - 



THE WORD OF COMMAND. 

■HIS auppoBoa that yau ore in Uiq 
rigbt way; for if you wore not, this 
command wonld be, "Slop! turn 
about." Wa do not Bay to the care- 
less sinDor, " Go foiwiiril;" forLeia in the road 
to hell, and every step brings him nearer to 
that awful place. To urge him forward would 
be a crneltj, and prove that we were hardened 
in sin. But if you have entered in ftl the strait 
gate — if you aje in the uarrow way — if you 
have professed faith in Jeeus — if you are united 
to the Lord's people — if you are engaged in the 
Lord's work — if you are goiog to the land oi 
promise which floweth with milk and Loney, 



1. Some of the inrfuc«nCT(< to go forward.— 
Your Head, your beloved Saviour, is Imfotp 
yon. He baa travelled the pa.V^l.; aaii W. "jo* 



merce, politics, useful inventioiis, the art 
sciences — aJl things are moving onward, 
shall the Christian, or the Christian CI 
alone stand still or go backward? The 
forbid it. Forward, beloved friends, oi 
heels will be trodden upon by those behin 
and those will pass you who have not h 
inuch to animate them and stimulate th 
you have. The times in which we li'' 
peculiar; they are stirring times— everj 
is awake, and most things appear to be 
wide awake than the Church of Christ. ] 
ren, let us not sleep, as do others; but 
wake up, watch, work, and " go forward' 
courage and determination. The state 
world requires it. Popery is going foj 
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heard the gospel. Millions who have heard it, 
have not believed it. Thoiisands are falling 
into hell every day, and thousands are coming 
into life to take their places, imitate their folly, 
and meet their doom. By the ignorance that 
prevails — by the cruelties that are practised — 
by the crimes that are committed — ^by the mill- 
ions that are perishing — ^by the myriads that 
fall into hell, we beseech yon, " go forward." 
The condition of the Church calls for it. What 
shall we say of the Church's condition ? She 
is weak and feeble. She is carnal and selfish. 
She is poor and miserable. Her converts are 
few. Her soldiers are cowards. Her divisions 
fire many. Her Lord is dishonoured. Her 
enemies triumph. Her rival makes head against 
her. If you would see the Church arise and 
put on her beautiful garments ; if you would see 
her united and happy; if yoa would see her 
troops disciplined, her officers at their posts, 
her banners floating in the four winds of heaven, 
her enemies retreating, her triumphs increas- 
ing, her borders enlarging, and her . converts 
fleeing to her as a cloud, or as doves to their 
windows, then " go fobwabd." 

8. The conseqtteneee of not doing so will be 
fearful:'— 'If you do not go forward, 70x1 VK^ 90 
3ae^/ for Hbere ia no standing atiW. "B^aX. \.o %^ 
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JeBDB will leoeiTe thee, and will save thee with 
on ever oatiDg aa' nation. Young believer, go 
fanrard to the Churcti ! Publicly profess thy 
bilh in Jeins hj being buried with him by 
baptjam inle death ', join the ranks of Ub army ; 
take thy seat at hia table; and join hii people 
in every holy eierdie, in every praiaeworthy 
enterprise. Bisthren, fellow-heira of the grace 
□f life ! brethren, feUow-coiabatantB in the field 
of conBict, forward to the crAwn! Wrestle 
in joor Saviour's ctrength ! Conquer by hia 
blood, and the nord of yonr teetimonj 1 Fail 
not, faint not, slacbeD not your pace, until you 
Bit down with Abrahani, Isaac, Jacob, and 
Jesus, in the kingdom of Qod. \»\ this be onr 
mofto, always and everyvbere, " ao fob- 




He is an unwise son. ** — Hos. ziiL 

|0W manj parents are trie 
familieB! This appears 
been the case from the I 
Adam had a Cain-^Abr 
imael — Isaac, an Esau — David, an A 
lomon, a Rehoboam — Hezekiah, a 
md thousands besides, *' an um 
is is a source of grief, and a sore t 
write not now for parents, but for t 
t us endeavour to— 
Deaeribe a wise son. He is one who 
instruction; especially if the ins 
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choose BQch es are moral, induBtricnB, and de- 
voted to God. He win porauB knowledge in 
every legitimate way, esjicciiillj the tnowledpo 
of himself, of his dntj, and of Ood. He will 
set his heart upon n vorlli; object, an object 
worthy of on immortal bainR, of one capable of 
enjoying the preeetice and bloraing of God for 
ever. HaTing set hia heart upon a worthy 
object, be will rieadily pursue it anli! he ob- 
tain it. In a word, he will lire and act bb an 
intelligent, afconntablo, and reEponsible cren- 
tnre, who viowa time aa infrodnctory to elemity, 
the present as preparatory to the fiitnio. Let 

Glance at the criminal spoken of in tba 
text ; " He it an unwi'm ion." How ia he known ? 
"What are hifi charicteristica? He baa closed 
his ear to the voice of wisdom, and he trenfs 
the book of God with contempt. He has ne- 
glected the moat faToumblo opportnnilies of 
icqairin^ aonnd, apiritual, and useful know- 
edge. He bns contracted evil habits, ao that 
' ia natnral for him to Ein, drshonour God, and 
ebaae bis nature. He has chosen fooliitb com- 
iDions, and has allowed them to leofl. iiwn ^iv\.o 
ily, Bin, and Bhnme, Ho hns Bquandetei Via 
le and talenfa, spending hia niMiioy ^^i^ "CtwA. 
■A M not bread and his labowi *<" ^"*^^ 



the great end of life, which is to 
anoe from sin, and a meetness ai 
lasting life. He is now evidentl 
how will his follj appear by>and- 
in the light of a death-bed, or an 8 
Look at him : torn with conflic 
he can have no peace. He is 
bitter reflections, which will neve 
exdnded from happiness and : 
He is the sport of devils, and it 
hell. No being in God's nniven 
bat all join to condemn his folly a 
doom. He must reap through 
fruits of what he sowed in time 
one to blame but himself. He 1 
himself. His destruction has b 
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Beadet I are jon a viiie ion f Ib yonr eoul 
■et upon obtuoiag Bolvation? aa obtaining it 
inQod'swBf? Are ;ou seeking it now? Are 
joa deteimined to anjoj no rest until joa rest 
in Cbriflt? Salvation ia the one object we 
should piusue until ve enjoj it; and then, 
being BSTed, we ehonld endBayour to glorify 
God to the uttermoBt, for the Balvation be bna 
EO freely bealov^Bd. Are you an wnicue gonf 
You have had convjctioofi, but have jou stifled 
them? You have felt concem, but have you 
drowned it in worldly pleasures or caies ? Hon 
have beeu Urged to repent, but have you re- 
jected the ndiQonition? Have you delayed and 
lingered? Bemember Lot's wife. She lingered 
on the plain, and poriahed. Have yon becoQio 
hardened in Bin? Oh, fearfiU slate 1 Bat think 
again. You are not yet beyond the reach of 
hope. You are not yet rejected by mercy. 
The gospel still calk to you, the strait gate 
may be pnsaed by you. the way of aalvation is 
upen to you — Jesus ia willing to suve you. Let 
me beseech you in Ood'a stoad to be reconciled 
to him. Bia mercy is great utito the heavens, 
and luB faitbfuluBES reachoth onto the clouds. 
He will pardon all your iiiiquit.ieB,\iB wVili ^vji.* 
til- aJJjvur imuBgrBssioas, ho will leceWe -^"^ 
/nto a father'B arms, and praaa yOQ to » tafii*^ * 



«x yvv. oome to mm with oonfeasi* 
catioQ. *' If we vmiosa oar sins 
and just to forgive us our sins, 
us from all imrighteonanesB" ( 
Yoa have been once more wame 
in vain ? T ou are dnoe mora in^ 
will you still reftise ? God's testii 
onoe more delivered to you; will 
ject it ? Have you no fear of hell 
no pity for your own soul ? Have 
tar heaven? Have you made up 
perish in your sin? Do you sa; 
hope ? But there is hope. There 
for he that bolieveth in Jeans shal 
lie who lio may; und if you beli< 
you shall bo saved, without doul 

1 • * T * 1 



:;00NSE1. AND COMFORT. 
" Hope thon In God."— Pa illL S. 

IELLOW-CHRISTIAN.weliFe in try- 
tug timn. N&ttoQB bib conrulHed, 
tbronea lotter, mowhb fall, confnsinn 
reig:iig. and meo'a hearta aie failing 
r fear. We eannot trat /eel ; bat wo 
3t to /ear. There ia enough to make us 
Dd prity. but not enough to deject or 
own. The Lord reignelh. Our Saviour 
power !□ heaven and In earih. He 
every event, and will ovarmle every 
ICO for the fulfilment of his word, and 
I of his bflloved people. "He worketh 
^ aRer the enunael of hfa own will." 
ly r«p;e, infidels may blBspheme, pro- 
nay murmur, and real Chriatiaus may 
Jiith alarm ; bnt he aays, ■' My coomaV 
nd, and/foi7;rfoii»mHplea»UTe." TLVa 
&th aborts the water-flodda ; \ie temavti- 
■ for ever. ThereEore, le* o tdKO''- 



•«•¥ ihrw* «*.AV/ *\/«A RA\«I^ i 



iks your bed, and sanctify your } 

u poor ? He will answer your pr 

pply your need. Are you sorrow 

U comfort you, and give you joy 

TOW. Are you tempted ? He will 

a to be tempted above that you f 

ix. Are you bereaved? He will 

you than ten children. He will I 

the fatherless, and a husband to t 

I is a friend that loveth at all t 

)r lives to manifest his friendship. 

perplexity? He will bring the I 

y which they knew not, and make 
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WhttloTer miiy bo your tiifiJ, 
himrard or oatward, personal ur relative, 
J or temporal, Btill " hopi in Goi." 
•, and do not /lel, iliuugh the wicked 
, and BTerything Beema to be ogainBt 
lope, and do not murmur; for yon bftve 
and meiciea mure Oian jon deserve, and 
Lon eomeof yQurfeUow-pilgriEOB. Hope, 
not deipond; for all thiuge aball work 
t for jDur good. Yoar God hath hii way 
«birIwiod and in tbe storm. Hope, and 
forebode; for light is sown for the right- 
id joy for the upngbt in heart. Hope, 
not complain ; for yooi Loid forewsmed 
til that bus happened. He told you that 
Forld yon Bhoold hare tribnlation, bnt in 
1 ahoold hu.vB peace. Hope, and do not 
no, not even death ; for he thai hatb 
:d doth delivor, and ha will yet deliver 
le hath dolirered you in six troublee, 
jeven ha will not forsake yon. 

in Ood ; fur he ii gracious, mercifiil, 
EToring, and abundant in goodncsa and 
He ie faithful to bis word. He ia full 
to bis children. He is pledged b^ bii. 
) be a father to jou. "He -iri\ ■QiA faS>^ 
- forsake JOU. Ho will 5viib\7 4i '^"^^ 
d do you good eTBQ ^ T«*^ ^t»»«^ 



'^Com/o. 



■fori. 

' ^ i/on and b- 
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howQTci kind; Dot ia evente, however propiti- 
ous; not in conaectione, bowever eaconrBging; 
lii>l in evidences, however bright ; not in pros- 
pects, however bloomiog. Hope in Qod, when 
foa read his Word, when yon attend hie orili- 
nancea, when yon fnce his foes, when 70a cir- 
CQlato hie truth, when he hidea hia face, when 
joiir comfotta wither, when yonr gotuda die, 
when friends forBaJte yoo, when foes slander 
you, when health declinea, when povertjr Bp- 
proaehes, when Etorms gather, when Eafon 
asesultii, and when death Btniea yon in the face. 
Hope, luid be Dot diBDiayed. Let hopo bo the 
boliuet that guards yum- head ; the anchor that 
atsadioe your veeBel ; and the friend that holdn 
up yrmr head when the water-Qoods overflow 
you. In a word, at all iitnes, in all places, 
nndor all droumstaoces, hope thou in God; for 
thoa Bhnlt yet praiw hiia. who iu the health of 
thy countenance, and thy God. 




PURITY. 
"Keep thyself pure.**— 1 Tut ▼. 22. 

|HAT deanliness is to the body, 
ness is to the soul ; essential '■ 
health, happiness, and beauty, 
many who haye dean bodies 
ry filthy souls. They pay attention tc 
tward man, but altogether neglect the hi* 
an of the heart Yet nothing impure 
ter heaven, — ^nothing unholy can enjoj 
acious or glorious presence of God. 
ost High cannot hold fellowship with impi 
sin : where iniquity is indulged, commu 
th Gk)d is eflfectually prevented. Ther< 
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BDd fervent proyor. Thaeo vko ore much with 
God contract a natoial dislike to Bin, a love tji 
holineiH, and a groving desire for perfection. 
Bat " if we lay that iio liavo followHhip with 
Bod, and nalh in darkness, we lie and do not 
the tmth." Light has no fbllowaMp with dark- 
upss. hut chaaeHitawa;; Ood has nofoUowahip 
with siu, bnt condemoa it in bis law, CTtishoB it 
hf hia Spirit, and cleanaesitaivBf b^ hia enepel. 
brought home with power. He purifies the 
heart by faitb. He eanclifleB ub tliroagb hia 
truth. He washes Ua in the InTer of hia word. 
and effeotaallj deaiuee he by ths power of the 
Holy Spirit. BlMsed Lotd, carry on the pnrify- 
iCg proceaa in our hearts ! Bet our whole hearta 
against ain, make it the abhorrence of onraoiih. 
Till lu with the deepest hatred to it, and make 
■ groan whenever we in any measure indtilge 
1 it. Oh, to find sin the plague of our lives, 
le loathing of onr souli, and holiness our 
jroent and delight 1 

Bot Paul woe writing to a holy man; — ^ 
) who wB» washed. Banctifled, and justified 
the name of the Lord Jeaas. and by the 
rit of onr Ood; to one who was serving 
Lord with a pare conscience; to bii dearly 
Ted Bon; to a minister of the gospel of 
st; to one who had tecwiei ^xA^ 'Cub 



leed caution, oonnifel, and eibartafii 
>f U8 are waSb any longer than Qod 
md we have no ri^t to expect tha 
toep ns bat in the exerciBe of wai 
prayer, and faith. The beat of men b 
and the beet may fell. Those whot 
expected have, in an evil boor, giv 
temptation ; and what has been ma; 
There is now very much impurity in t 
Few think that there is such a depti 
ment aa there is. The curtain is no 
partially drawn on one side, and we 
ished at what the children of Ishk 
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JD Ibought vhftt Ihi^y would not do in AeeA -. 
they beoome funilisrised vitb tho evil, Knd 
thea, b;-aiid-bj. it is acted out in tbe condiict. 
Sin always h&rdens tbe betut, brutaliiea tbe 
paagions, b ' 



Bthflttr 



e led ii 



Ths wodd within ia far woiee than tbs world 
witbout, bud oa it ib. The eye of Gtod eeea 
what would caftke as Qshsmed to lift up oni 
beadii among our fellov* if it were knuwn to 
them. Some do not eeem to realize Uie eril 
there ii in mantel impuriiy. They yield to 
templation, give way to fully, and perpetrnle 
crimes in the cbniuber of their imagery; and do 
not feel ashamed, because no eye but ihut of God 
Eses it; nor do they humble tboni»elTe«, juat 
because men ore unaa]uaiiiled with it. Some 
have teaion to say with Solomon, though in t. 
different aeiiBe lo that in which he uaed Ihs 
words, " I was almost in all evil, in the midat 
of tbe congregation and asBembly." Oh, what 
dues Ood'a eye behold of impurity, eien in his 
own house, and among his own profeeaed people! 
If the pulpit were eipoBed to the pews, or the 
pews to tbe pulpit, we should not be able to 
endure the presence of each olhei. 

" Se^i&yid/pure" from aclTia\ii'Qc\e'™.'Qe**- 
He that indulgea in undecui ibDUgiite "W'ii '"^^ 



..^auuiauicated to hb. Belo 

cnltiTate purity of thought, purpoe 
and action. Let us live under the 1 
that eyery thing impure is odious in it 
God; and that, while he hates un 
anywhere, he especially hates it in 
people. Young men, who live in lai 
and cities, who are thrown into the coi 
loose professors particularly, he you 
Keep a tender conscience. Bealize 
ever-waking eye of a sin-hating, sin-pt 
God is upon you, and /ear. But ee 
realize the tenderness and greatness < 
love to you in Jesus, and that nothing ca 
or grieve him but sin ; and so from I 
yourselves pure. Impurity weakens fa 
fuses the judgmfinf ^ ^ - 



Purity, 49 

Holy Spirit to Banction. The apostle, referring 
to evil men, eTil principles, and eyil practices, 
says, " If a man therefore pm-ge himself from 
these, he shall he a vessel nnto hoQonr, sancti- 
fied, and meetfcr ike matter** use, x>r^ared nnto 
every good work." Then he immediately adds, 
"Flee also youthful lusts; hnt follow righteous- 
ness, faith, charity, peace, tpith them thai call on 
the Lordout of a pure heart " (2 Tim. ii. 21, 22). 
We want more holiness, — ^more entire consecra- 
tion to God, — ^more inward hatred to all sin^ — 
more self-denial in all its thousand forms, — ^more 
non-conformity to the world, — and a more exact 
copying of the example of our Uessed and 
heloved Lord and Master. We must not expect 
much success without this ; nor must we expect 
this until we are thoroughly broken down and 
humbled before Gk)d, and take this word for our 
guide, "JSr«tfp Myself pure,** No holiness, no 
heaven. 

Beader! how is it with you? Has Qod 
purified your hecut by faith? Is your whole 
soul set against sin ? Is your life one clear and 
strong testimony against the lust of the flesh, 
the lust of the eye, and the pride of life? Are 
you living above the world, after Mta^ ^-^xasf^ ^ 
the Lord Je8U8,/or ihe good o£ bot)\a, aiA to V!t^^ 
Sioiyr of God? la holiness your e\©Tftatt\., «^». 



joay the Lc^d make vm thoroa. 
tennyely useful, and teach U8 to 
pure. 

" The deepest rererence of the : 
Pft7, O mj son], to God ; 
lift with thy handB ft holy he; 
To his sublime abode. 

" With sacred awe prononnce hi 
Whom words nor thoughts c 
A broken heart shall please hin 
Than the best forms of qMec 

'*Thon holy God, preserve mj so 
From idl pollntion free ; 
The pure in heart are thy deligl 

And they thy face shall see." 



nope; saa ana cusiresBmg uamgs reacnea mm, 
and he scarcely knew what to do. Like the 
Christian pilgrim sometimes, the further he 
advances the more his trials increase. But he 
flies to a throne of grace. His burdened heart 
drives him to his Gk)d. He weeps and makes 
supplication — ^he wrestles and pleads with the 
Angel of the Covenant — he has " power with 
Gk)d/* and prevails. This is just what is needed 
in the present state of the Church. She has 
much power of a certain kind, but it is power 
with Qod that is needed. This is mote lVs»:c^ 
nnmbeni, more than gold, moTe >i^«:ii %\a.T\.^vi\^ 
weU with the world; — ih&tQ caaV)© Tio ^vjXwXN^-^*^ 
found for " power with Gtod.** 



I t w ~- ■ 



) power with him. When the Holy g 
invinces us of sin, burdens us with a sen 
lilt, alarms us with an apprehension of < 
^ting destruction, we then feel the sad 
jquences of alienation from God. Wi 
arious means to maJke peace with him, bi 
lil. At length he leads us to the croee 
Ada to us the wondrous love of Gk)d, ez] 
us the nature of the Saviour's work, 
he eye of the mind upon the Crucified 
ind then the heart softens, the tears be; 
low, enmity is subdued, hope springs u 
.iance is placed on the glorious sacrifice 
appears a friend, and reconciliation is e^ 
The love of Gk>d is shed abroad in the 
and the sinner heartily loves God as the 



Power with God. 53 

a waim-lipartcd credit to God's wotd, and exer- 
cise coufidencB in God's Teracity and faitliful- 
neaa. We must endeavour to undoretand just 
what Gud means in his piomiaes and procluma- 
tions, and give aredit to them; and ws must 
go to God. Bipectiiig that he ■will prove himself 
truQ and faithful to hia word. Without faith 
it ifl impoaaiblB to pleaaa God. tharefore we cRn 
have DO power with God. Neglect or diabeliaf 
of hia Rord pours coatempt upon biro; but at- 
tention to it, and ciinfldence in it, does him 
honour; and when he boc>9 ue stntggling with 
unbelief, fighting against the rile inainnationa 
of Salnn, and endeavouring to confide in bis 
trattifnliieBa, he loofea upon us with approbation, 
sympathizea with ub in our conflicts, and re- 
ceivss na at bis throne with pleaanre. Credit- 
ing h}s testimony, and confiding in his faithful- 
uefis, we have " power with God." 

There must be <ta abidi-ag tense of oar men 
leeahutt. It was not until the patiiaich felt 
liimself nnable to combat nith hia brother, and 
wni brolion down before God, tliat he prevailed. 
"Wi'id; Jacob uvercumea the Omnijiutent Ansel. 
Nothing has such an influence npon onr caie- 
naDt God. aa the sighs, groans, and teaia ol>^% 
weak and harahlei children. Tte -WMiSt "\»- 
Uerer tatea bold upon God' Btreus^^,'^'^^'^ 



power to go against the great army of o 
and oar eyes are upon our God, then 
is certain. Oat of weaJkness we are 
strong. The Lord fights for us, and i 
our peace. Oh, to see the Lord's peopl 
oughly emptied out, and stripped of 1 
rag of their own righteousness! to se 
broken down before Qod's throne, undei 
sense of their weakness and insufficier 
then we may expect that great good 
done. But so long as we fancy we are 
boast of our native powers, and rejoice 
own resources, we shall be weak, feel 



.i^. 
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B greater our " power witji God." A 
luieaconcc iu divine atoWmeols, ft formiil 
im of our needs, and a mnttec-af-cdui^D 
tion to God, wUl do no good. We mOEt 
d we mnat fcol doeply, before ve shall 
jrfu] OD our knees. Too many t&lk be- 
■A, rather than plead with Ood. They 
Dm caatom, not from neoeaaity. Oh, if 
ised that ve were the friendB of God, if 
. gtrong faith in God, if we wore deeply 
3 of our weakneas befaro God, if we with 
;ht earnestneBa applied to Ood, it would 
■ aeon that we had " power with God." 
e most be an habitual halrtd of all tin, 
we induign iniquity in oar hearts, tha 
ill not hear our prayora. The image of 
f Bet np in our hearts, be it what it diht, 
arive us of ail power with God. He will 
3o you provoke the Lord lo jealousy? 
1 Bay, '■ Put away every man hia idols 
^fore mine eyes." If we iadulgs oovot- 
1, gluttony, uncleannesa, worldly con- 
, deceit, intemperance, hatred, varianee. 
ivil spanking, frivolity, or any other sin 
pearls, wo cannot have power wiU\ GmV. 
fd to US is, "Wash you, make joiiiAeMv. 
>/■ tbe evil of your doingB; coaae to 4» 
ra lodo well." Oqb cheriiilioi «i^. ^^ 



.^ «« Au xurm, suited to ou 

stanoeSy earnestly expressed, and de^t 
sented, bat secret sin indulged preY< 
suooess. 

Beloved, if we have power with Qod 
have power over »elf. Energetic pn 
bring the arm of Qod tobear on our cor. 
and subdue them ; on our tempers, anc 
them; on oar improper habits, and - 
conquer them. 17o power short of di> 
really conquer one sin, or efifectually 
one corruption of the heart. If we hav 
with Gtodi we shall have power with ma 
good men to influence them, with bad 
benefit or silence them. Power wil 
brings a secret energy into the soul, h} 
we conquer and flr>Yv%TnT%i;-T — ^ 
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AW xaoixj pTofeasois aie dsoaiTed by him I 
oir many are led captive by bim at hia will 1 
he bead laid on Delilah's Up bos been Ehorn 
'its lucts, and our SmnEonB are aow, many of 
■ham, the sport of the infemaJ PhilistineB. 
Satan has proved hiniaolf too powerful and too 
ccaft; for tbouaanda of profeaaoia: be hoa ia- 
dnced them to settle down !□ a mere form of 
religion, or to indulge in some seciet ain, or to 
Bubetitute externuj setvicea i*at the internal 
esparience of the power of God's truth; and 
they have no power with God. Nothing will 
conquer So-tan, but power gained from Ood. 
He corea for no foot, but that which crnahed 
his head on Oolgotbft. Nor can wa ever con- 
quer self, succeed in our efforts to do lasting 
good to meu, or overcome Satan vhoovetcomee 
anch milliona, but as wo have power with God. 
Ob, Holy Spirit, the Spirit of power, break us 
down before God; set oar hearta against ail ain; 
give uH faith in Ood; indulge na with b vivid 
sense of oar reconciliation to God ; and enable 
us to pray with fervour; — that so we may 
have jooHOT vn(\ Ood. 



He who taught their hearts to praj. 
Will not let them erj In vain. 

*' Wrestling prayer can wonders do — 
Bring relief in deepest straits; 
Prajer can force a passage through 
Tron bars and brazen gates ! 

'For the wonders God has wrought. 

Let us now our praises give; 
And, by sweet experience taught. 
Call upon him while we Uve." 



CONSISTENT TEACHINa. 
"Tuicheit thonnouhywifl"— Koit IL SL 
ICtVUKJI^ Bll need leaching ; but, geoerallj 
Ml VTM ^'"^^'''Kt vb loTs to teach rsther 
C^AJ@I than to be Inugbt. We inatrnct 
JmUHam uthi!ra, but neglect onraelTBa. This 
is tmc of preachera and Sabbsth-Bchool leachera 
eapeoiall)', and tha langnage of Paul may be 
Bcidreased ia many of up, " Thou that teackat 
ajioihtr, leachesl thou not thyself f ' ' Let us en- 
denvDur for once to be impartinl, find look at 
this point cloeely, soberly, and Borioaaly. 

Thou tdtcheet others to be lempirale, but in- 
dutgest thyself far beyond what nature loquires. 
A variety of dishes must be provided, glasa 
nfter glasa is takon, nnd, if poeitive intoxication 
ia avoided, conecioni^e haa learned to be silent, 
and all peases off as well. If two invitetkiaa 
nro given — one to plain, bomeij fiita,'whBT6l\io 
spare l/aiB will bo taien np in piajei B-oA- 
prdiie, or godly coareTBaiKoi; and anofliex to » 



to make Bacrifices, to work for 
that they may give — to give ever 
poverty; but the teacher is paid f< 
and gives little or nothing. K 
does he take without some remui 
a sacrifice does he make, not a p 
overtax. He talks freely, lurges ik 
trates eloquently, argues ferventl 
ranked among some whoTn our Loi 
" They My, and do not.** Beader! 
like you? ''* Teachett thou not thyei 
Thou teachest others to he km 
humility thy characteristic ? A dt 
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ehould be meek, I may be bangbty. Othars 
shnald Hubmit. I may resant. Others shoul'l 
farbear, I may avenge myielf." Or, " Do b« I 
eny. not as 1 do." Can thii berigbt? How 
must it appear in the eyes of God ? Proacher, 
feacber, professor, art thoa proud? Is there 
the proud loot? — ihe haoghty manner?— the 
conl Duiptuous sneer? — the cold, datant, selt'- 
iiuportiint beariog? Can this bo approved of 
God ? Will this pass the scrutiny of tbe Moat 
High ! Will the Holy Spirit fill thy hesrt, or 
coneecrate thy body tia Ma temple ? la it any 
wonder that you luest with nOineeeBS? " TavJi- 
at thaii not thi/irlff " 

Thou teachest aeiivity for God and immortal 
bouIb : but the pipe, the parlour, the light 
volnmc, or some ecientiSc pursuit, occapies thy 
time n.nd attention. Others should ^ oat into 
the streets and lanes of the city, and into ths 
higbwnys and hedges ; others should visit tho 
eick, relievo the poor, warn the rebellions, ei- 
poetulste with the backslider, and carry tbo 
((ospol to every creutnre ; but you h»ve not the 
tact, the talent, the time— in one werd, yoa 
Aaue not the diipositian. If you icould. there is 
rary much that you tould do. Indeed, none of 
IIS know what we can do nntil we try. The 
Kk> tbfvl man laith, " Tbete it a lioa wlthsm.^-, \ 



.... www >«w 9fuma>i 

Thoa teachest, it may be, dote tpaZibtK 
God; but, like Peter, followest afar off t 
What I is it good for others to get near t 
to live as under his eye, to speak alw 
within his hearing, and to endeavour t 
mend themselves to him in well-doing, a 
a faithful Creator; and can it be well fo 
to live at a distance, to forget his presei 
speak as if he hecurd thee not, and to w 
though he regarded not thy conduct ? 
talk of close walking who know but little 
it. They are seldom closeted with Qod. 
realize but little of his presence. They i 
but few communications from him. Th( 
but seldom thirsting for his presence, 
the frivolous conversation, the wnrlrliw 
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ioi; but are they prized by thee? Flo 
quenlthe proyer-meeting and Ibe weekly 
1 ; or wil! a little 'weariness, a Bbnrt 
«, or a slight imUepoeition, sadafy thy 
icace BB fniniEhing a suffident reason for 
iheence ? If gospel oidinaDcea are import- 
, let them be treated with reepect, snd be 
ierved nit}i punctuality. Have you been 
iptiied on a pcofeBBion of your faith 7 Why 
jot? Do yon regularly atteud at the Lord's 
table ? Ib yooi plure in the sanctuary regularly 
occupied? If ordinancea are means of grace, 
do yon not need gritce? If you need grace, 
ought you not regularly to use the means 
through which grace is communicated. K yon 
do not regularly use the means, is it not evi- 
dent that yon do not desire the grace you need? 
If yen teach at all, yon should teach the value 
and importance of gospel ordinanceB; but if 
you do BO teach, yon ought to be vary careful 
to corrofaorato by jonr conduct what jon leach 
with your Itmguo. " TeMlaat (ftou no! thj/self! " 
Thou teachest that a man should hapTtpart: 
for dtalh, or Jiland Teady for (he coming of kii 
Lord. But are you prepared to die ? Are you 
ready, if tie Bridogrocin should coma? Are 
yon wslcbing. waiting, and working ? Do yon 
live above the world, distinct from, Wi«iicii\^, 



^«/|KMi and alfectioDB are there ? 
the loving bride, who eighs, dee; 
for the letom of her beloved brid 
yon looking for that bleaeed I 
glorious appearing of the great Gk 
Jesns Ohrist; or are you living 
pleased toiih the world, sending 
yeUow dust of the world, and feeL 
est reluctance to leave the world ? 
news of the Lord's coming to-day, < 
be unpleasant to you ? Search, lo 
me to ask, " Teat^t thcu not ihyfe 
VLj dear brethren, this subject 
most solemn and serious considera 
that is seen by ourselves, and sa 
demands that wo should Dav ou 
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T nut sppetilea, in costly apparel, in ex- 
fB jonrneya, and nnnepygsary famiturc ? 
OBO wa tBproTe otherB for ina^rtivity, if »■■. 
nil, UfelfiBB, ami dionish? How can wh 
rthers to liberalily, if we are clMe-flatad, 
nu, and lovots of flltliy Incie ouraelves ? 
Bord, how can we reprcne any sin, if wu 
fji ID it — eibart to any duty, if wensglect 
tge to the attainment of any szcelleDce, if 
isregitrd it — or be of mucli use, either t<> 
rorld 01 the Church, except we live up to 
rdfesBion? Holy Spirit, come down in all 
ulneas of thy power upon all our paatorf, 
hers, and teitcheie, and so sanctify, influ- 
and traneform ns, ibat we may teach 
!■ truth, and practise what we teach ; that 
lay profess what we believe, and conform 
lives tn onr profRBsion; for the dear Be- 
er's sahe ! — Amen, 






Kotonoh mj Up.. B 
Fdtlboithilreibc 
*od lU thy Mn»n 



10 hiTB Dot jet mj 3fcvlciur kr 



into voj 

And let me live to preach thj word. 
And let me for thy glory live, 
My every aaored moment spend 
In pubUahing the tinner*! Friend. 

"Enlarge, enflame, and fill my heart, 
With bonndlets charity divine; 
So shall I aU my itrength exert, 
And love them with a seal like thine; 
And lead them to thine open side — 
The aheep for whom their Shepherd died.' 
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WHAT IS YOUR LIFE? 



« 



What is your life ? " — Jamks iy. 14. 




|F Qod ask a qaeetion, we should listen 
to it, think of it, and prepare an 
answer. Here the Lord pats a ques- 
tion to us; it refers to the brevity of 
our mortal existence: he asks each one of us, 
" What is your life?" We think much of it. 
We make great provision for it. We spend 
much thought upon it. We are very careful to 
preserve it. But what U itf Let us ponder 
this question. Let us give it the attention it 
deserves. It is especially suitable to us when 
shut up in our sick-chamber, when afflicted 
and tried with losses and crosses, or at the com- 
mencement of a new year. Our sufferings may 
be great, our trials may be many, but they 
must be short; for vhat U our Itfef Let us 
look — 

At its duration. It is ezceedm^^ Aoinfe^. '^^ 
ifne Sgure can set forth its \>tem\.7> ^t «'o®^" 



IP'Aal is your Life I 

;t oar minds viih It, and MbaaSan 
mplojed. It is like a flower, which 
nndei the in&uenca of an Eaatem 
I Uoasoms for on hour, anil than fiidei 
B like a shadow, which lewent 



intil il 






te ths ahutlle whidi fliea from tha 
hand, and passes before the eyei le 

that one cnn but just em it Bud sbt, 
no." It 39 like the wind which mahea 
we benr il, wp feel it, and it ia no mon, 
ike the dried leiif, or the thietia dewu, 
is made the sport of the breeze, and totm 
J out of sight. In ona passage in the 
of Job wo have figurss taken from three 
jnts Jo represent its rapid flight. It is 
L trnvela with the 
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lliey hnve passed bwu;! anil every year appenrs 
tu pa£s more quickly Ihaa Ibe last. What ia it 
in contparuont Whnl ate your thirty, or forty, 
or eTSD Eeventy years, if compared with the 
age of the antedilnvian patliarchB — Methuselah, 
for icelajice. But what are they in compFLnBoD 
with eternity? Tbiuk of endless duratiau, of 
irileriQinnble ageel and while yuu think of then, 
iink," What is my life?" Ah, what? Nocom- 
linrison can be djawn, but the thotight may be 
improTsd. May the Lord help us to improve it. 
ThlB Dafurally leada ua to ingnire — 
What it ill) Aaignt Why wafl life given ut? 
Why is it continued to i»? It has reference lo 
three parties. First, to ourselves: and the df- 
tifjn ia *« prepare ub for eternity. We mu-1 
live for BTer; but Aowdependtopoa the present. 
K we live in nn beie, we mut live in BofleTiDg 
for ever. If time ia ipent in lolly, eternitjr will 
be spent in bitter, muiTailiiig remone ai>d sot- 
tow. If we believe in Jeans, eierdse repent- 
ance toward Qod, are renewed ia the spirit of 
oar minds, and devote our livea to God't service, 
then eternity will to na be an endless existence 
ia pleasure, satisfaction, and unspeakable de- 
/i ght. In reference to God ; Vtm ftevi^ ■£ tsox 
^S fe M to glorifj him, which -we can oiil *» "^"i 
kt^Ueriag bJB promises, embiwaiiKVSB^i^''^^ 



.1 laiciiui *n^ -. 

for Grod, and then in etermiy ««>, 
nth God. Here we should aim in all 
lonour God, and then in eternity God 
ir us. In reference to ourfeUow-men; 
1 of our life is to benefit and do them 
one is created for himself. Each 
and to his fellow, and every one should 
3nefit the whole. Wo should serve our 
on by the will of God. And life is 
ied, it is squandered, it is wasted in 
wo do not use it to secure our eternal 
»n, to promote God's glory, and to ad- 
he holiness and happiness of our fellow- 

t is its character? Looking at its naturcU 
-^ ''^ n rrift conferred upon us by our 

' ■ ^ if ritrhtlv 



I 
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kindness and tender mercies, and has pointed 
out the way by which. we may obtein eyerlast- 
ing Uessedness. But let ns look at its nwral 
character. What is our life in reference to 
oihertf Is it exemplary? Is it convincing? 
Is it useful? Is it likely to make a good im« 
pression? What is our life in reforence to out' 
selves f Is it holy, or profane? Is it godly, or 
nngodly? Is it becoming an immortal being, 
one who must live for ever? This view of the 
subject is not sufficiently attended to by many. 
Is it by us? 

What is the mpsrtanee of our lifet Ah, who 
shall say? Who can describe, what language 
can set forth, the importance of our present life? 
It is the bud of being; the flower will not open 
on this side the grave. It is the youth of exist- 
ence; we shall not be full-grown in this world. 
It is the seed-time of eternity; what is sown 
now will be reaped in a changeless stete. It is 
the introductioa to immortelity. What, then, 
is its importance? Ask the dying sinner, 
whose eyes are just opened, whose soul is just 
awakened to the solemnities of the etornal 
world. What reply will he give? Look at his 
death-struck countenance, mark the ev^xn^^^ 
of his half-biased eye, hear the aoceiiVE cil V^ 
tremnloua voice; but he fcolft, "bia tn!» vo.'^^a^. 



^ oAAuou, ana i am not sa^ 

importance of life I cannot describe; 
of time I can never declare." As] 
soul — the soul which, like the rich 
np its eyes in hell, being in torments, 
now rules over the immortal spirit, 
beyond description, torture the never- 
teUect. What is its estimate of the ii 
of life? But it would require a new 
to describe, unearthly figures to illusi 
a voice such as we have never heai 
forth its estimate of the precious gift, 
the depths of hell, or in the highest 
is the value of life really known. Th« 
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owD BonlB. They live as if Giieteni^e w 
bounded !)j time, and all bejond ware an 
hilation. le it folly? How many live foi 
They provide for the body, bat they neglKCt 
eoul; they live for time, but they lose eight 
eternity. The accopied time passes away i 
lieeded. The day of aalvation is spent in ( 
They only lay a fonndation for everlasting ei 
condemnation, and open in their own heajt: 
Boarce of never-ceaalnK aKoiir. Believer! wl 



SaJltag rfer "f" ^k,d brotli«r 



^^ «« fcnd dotag» 



WHY WAS I BaBN; 

HIS is B limple qaeattoo, Hud fet, 
perhaps, some have nsTer proponed 
it to tbemaelTea; m, if thej have, 
they bave not sought for a aatis- 
foclory BiiBwec, We caiuot think that we 
were bora merely to eat, driok, work, laugh, 
BU&'ei pain, and die. Ood created dr for a nablo 
end ; we vere born for impottant purposes. 
Let ua notice a fciw things for which we were 
bom. 



and seeka, may knov wliat is Ood'a will. We< I 
were born to letun and da Goil's will. I 

Thirdly, To itck God'i bltuing. —Siah\saangM 
ia the Bource of wealth and iappineaa. Wo I 
cannot be hnppj except Dad bleea aa ; and m I 
have no right to expect Gtjd'a btesaing except/ 
ne Boek for it. Ha blesses all who foreoke slT 
rely on tbe sacrifice of his Son, and seek 
fiica by prayer. Wo waro bom that wa r 
know God, seek the bleBsing of Ood, 
will of God, and receiw happineas fror' 

Fnnrthly. To nyoy God'i favma. 
ia the life of the Bonl. It ia t\ie 
iverv intelligent creaturo. The ( 



— . TT e are capable * 
cMiu tue means of doing so are presente( 
in the Word of Gk)d, the means of gra» 
the person and work of the Lord Jesus C 
Fifthly, To dwell in God's pretence,— 
always with ns, though often onperceiv 
us. He fills the world we inhabit, and we 
to realize, wherever we are, God is here; '^ 
ever we do, Grod sees me; whatever we 
Gk)d hears me; whatever we think, God i 
my thoughts. Our one design therefore sh 
be, to please Grod ; and our one aim, to comm 
ourselves to him. If we dwell in God's prese 
on earth, we shall do so in heaven. He t 
walks with wise men will be wise; and he t 
walks with God will be God-like. If Go( 
9ur friend and companion *»'»— 



.i.-'i'i -1 
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to all eternityi but will yon? Qod nn^K 

your joja or your toimanta— in ytmr halte- 
luiBbs or your endless wailing? Think. De- 
cide. Fray. Let 70111 lifo declwe. 


I 


" Lord, da thon the ilnntt lunil 

Ofa'lethliiiiut.(hjrcinnHliii«>i. ' :: , , 
Nor roe hb (.111 gboln Wo UW!" .^,, 


1 


— -G^e^.-^^ 
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WHAT IS MY BUSINESS ? 




|HIS is a question of importance. It 
reipiires consideration. It deserves 
an answer. Unless we know our 
business, we cannot attend to it; 
and unless we attend to our proper business, we 
cannot gain a good character. Certainly we 
were not intended to live in idleness. Wp were 
created for activity. We are placed in the 
world to get good and do good. What, then, is 
my proper business as — 

A nutnf It is to ascertain Gk>d's will, and 
do it ; to learn what will glorify Qod, and aim 
at it ; to live as in Gk)d's sight ; to work for 
Grod's honour ; to seek Gkxl's company ; to 
reverence God's majesty ; and to prefer Qod's 
will to everything beside. It is my business to 
serve my generation, to try and benefit all 
around me, and to prove that I do not love any 
one lesa than I love myself. In oiie's^ai^^Xo^ 
aJJ the good I can, and prevent 8tl\ iVi^ «^*^ "^^ 



I 



consider this their business, ana i 
do, often lose sight of it. We have 
and in so doing have come short of 
Qod, What, then, is my proper bi 
A iirmerf It is to confess my i 
and seek pardon from God. Reco 
Gk)d, acceptance with Gk)d, and n 
the image of Qod, should daily 
thoughts, engage our minds, and 1 
our pursuits. Our business is, to a 
man can be just with Gk)d, and 
privilege; how man can enjoy pea 
and enjoy that blessing; how man 
for the presence and service of 
|)roi)are(l for the same. Our busin 
is neglected or unfinished until w 
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4w fma mA BOvnrigii gram of Qod, -which hax 
^stingiilBhed me from 10 naajiy uaunii me. All 
aie Buiners. O1U7 a /<u beoome BaJnte. And 
all Baints do Dot learn and foUmi' their proper 
badness es they should- What itionld a aaiut 
do 1 He should carefully copy the example uf 
bk BarioDT ; for Jeans has said, " 1 hava gtveu 
von an example, that ye ihoold do as I faari; 
done." HiB example is hright, beautifbl, and 
peribct. It 18 just vhat Ood reqniie*, and what 
ihe saint in Ida best maments desirea to bo. 
He shonld go about doing good. He ahoutJ 
aympatiiize with human misery in eveiy form 
and wherever diMovered, He shoold aim In 
spread the knowledge of Chriet. and endon- 
TOUT to make every ooe hnppy hy leading bini 
to Christ. Every talent should be employed -. 
every opportilnitj' for doing good, oven upon 
Ihn Emull«Bt BCale, Ehould be embraced. It it 
onr buBinuea to "teach every Dae hia neighbour, 
nnd every one bia brother, Baying, Know the 
Lord:" — to oppose sin, to banish ignortmce, to 
relieve indigeoce, and to endeavour t^ introduce 
liappinedB into every circle and every place. 
JCtery raomiug we ahculd aek. Can I do good 
to any one tn-day? Can I maliBany one happy ? 
Oan I spread Ite iiiowledgo of Jesus ? Can 1 
J^ad a eaul to Ood 7 Sball I not try ? Qii^ 



^ ,.i*t/vpbcr w etemUyf It is 
the end in view, — to live as « 
give an account, and who may 
soon, very suddenly, to do so. 
is to keep ehort aecounte^ pnttin 
Tintil to-morrow which I can dc 
daily getting my sins blotted ot 
dons blood of Jesns. Never let 
at night with guilt on my consci 
the guilt of to-day into the be 
morrow. I ought to keep my 1 
lamp dean, my vessel full of oil, 
bright, and my affairs all in reaa 
sudden coming of the Lord. D; 
found quite work enough for the L 
out leaving anything to finish th 



IHiSYia "S^^ ^ '"™B' """i t'lB end (f 
{^AJ0i "'^''^li '"^ 1'^^ ^ dodtled by f& 
' " course wa purane. If wo Lva in tin 

grulilitution of our paaeions, in the practice a 
bin, and indalging vicioiia propensities, we st) 
Hilly living to dishonour Ood, degrade on 
natares, uud eternally ruin our bduIb. Msk 
men never ash. What should I have fn viewt 
my eoniluct? They lire in a careless, thoaglll 
leas, indifiprent steto. One Tould think tlH 
the only end of life with them wm to eat, dr^ 
work, take a little eamal pleasure, and dlT 
They seem seldom to raise thair thour 
higher. They lose sight of tha capabili' 
their nature. They never reflect on tb' 
iss and glory oT God. They drive fr 
I thoughts of eternity. They sat' 
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they indulge the vague hope, that because Grod 
is merciful, therefore all will be well with them 
at last; whereas, nothing can be more fal- 
lacious. No course of conduct can display 
greater folly. 

Header I what haye you been living for? Do 
yon Icnow? Have you been living as an im- 
mortal, intelligent being, or like the beasts that 
perish? Have you ever steadily fixed your eye 
on eternity, and asked, with due seriousness. 
What shall I be when time is no more? What 
will be my employment in another world? If 
not, it is quite time that you did. You must 
live ^whether you will or not. You have no 
choice as to existence. You are destined to 
live for ever. Your soul can never die. Is it 
not a serious thought, " I must exist, I must 
live, for ever?" Will you not dwell upon it, 
and ask. Where shall I exist? In what state 
shall I be? In what company shall I dwell ? 
How will Grod treat me? What will angels 
and my fellow-men think of men? Oh, if you 
should be fixed in a state of unchangeable woe I 
If you should be doomed to dwell with dovils and 
lost souls for ever! If you should, at death, be 
plunged into black despair, wheie \Xi«t^ \% 
weepii^, and wailing, and gnaabing oi \£a^\ 
ButifyoQ are, it will be your own fault. ^\»^ ^ 

I 



I (Jbrist. 

If 3^011, then, shoald perish, will ;oa not 
richly deserve it? Cbd jou blame ixaj ons 
but youTBBlf ? Tou hava a Bible, or you may 
have one if yon will. Ytni heSir the gospel, or 
you can hear it if you pleate. In the goipol 
the gate of life ia sot wide open, and any one 
may enter it; the raitd to glory ia plainly marked 
out, and you are invited to walk ■□ it; the way 
to hell ia clearly Bet forth, and vod are nanied 
to forsake it, and go in the way everlasting. 
What, then, are yon living for? What end do 
yon propoBa to yourself in your daily walk? 
What do you aim at? If you wrong yoar ov 
Boul by losing eigbt of its best iateresta, — if 
perish in your sins by neglectiug the 
BLiJvation, — if yon are condemned at ' 
rejocting the Lord .leaus, whom can yo' 
What eicuse can you make? How 
l>ear your own iiiOer ruflnptiouB. or e 
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endlesa luhiugs of an lumest but goiltj con- 
acienoe? My dear friend, do liatea to one who 
vishu you well; to one wJw deaiiea lo «« you 
Imppy bi this world, and happy in that wbicli 
M to come: do refleot Dpon the lifb yoo nro 
liTing. the ooorse you ore porndDg, and (he 
end you are likely to mshe- To you a SaTiout 
{■ made known ; to you bia invitation ia given ; 
fts yoH hia blood will avail ; by ysM fft, tba 
bUaaingB of lalvalion may be enjoyed ; ipd « 
ym endleaa glory may yet be conftrral And 
ytfivaai be either bappy beyond deicrtpdon. 
aatliereGnltof iGoeivingChriet; m be miserable 
beyond conception, aa the conaeqiience of reject- 

ng him ! There ia no aUomative, one ot the 

thei it matt ht. 

" CbclM li Uie DDtr nj to God, 



"TlililithBviftiom death ami hell. 
The «»7 to heeven ud God ; 
The unl thet tmite blm ben iliall dwell 
In hie dlTin* ibode.' 
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THE LOVE OF CHI 

jOTHING is BO powerf 
it can only inflneno 
fjBtith. Howeyer much 
love mOi it would have 
except I believe it. Just so it is 
They read of the love of Jesus, 
that love, but it does not affect tl 
cause they do not believe that it app 
The love of Jesus is the most wond 
known in the universe ; and yet ii 
fiuence upon thousands, because 
believe it. The apostle John coul 
have known and believed tho i'^'" 
hath fn -"• ^ - 
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suppose the working cIoe^b did really 
that the Lord Jesna CluiBt loved tbcm ; 
reslixed their iiiiseif and read tlieir 
Uid in order to eaTO tliem Iherofrom, 
ir nntaie, and died in their stend — must 
iwerfully affect them? Would theynot 
him with reyerence, thint of him with 
,8, troet in hini with cDnfidence, speai 
rith feeling, nnd obey him with clieer- 
' Surely they would. If, therefore, 
\ not affected njth the love of Christ, it 
Be they do not holieTe il. How imjiort- 
n. ie faithl And if Jesus loves us, if 
us so in bis Word, and if he has proved 
ing in our stead, must it not grieve him 
9 refuse to helieve the love nhieh hs 
IS? Without faith it is impossible lo 
im : for until we bolievo him, we treat 
f bis word were not worthy of credit ; or, 
le ftpofitle's strong language, we " moie 



■! if Jcsu 



hudr 



loTO for you, would 



his servants to wnrn you, and luu 
■s to BSBuro yuH ? And if ho has thus 
lis love, ought you not to believe it ? 
'nu do not, are yoa not guilty of a grout 
-a crime for wlii(ih you can 11 ud no nx- 
d for which you can never ans'«fe^ ■>*■ 



of his word — ^have 1 uu. ^ 
happy? Suppose my feUow-Biniier» ^^. 
[e — suppose they persecute me — suppoae they 
leer at me — suppose they affect to pity me — 
rhat then? If the King of kings loyes me — ^if 
the Son of Grod manifesto himself to me — ail 
must he well ; and he says, " I love them that 
love me." The love of Jesus is like the bow in 
the cloud in the day of storms — ^it assures me of 
safety; it is like the flowing fountain in the 
dreary desert — ^it assures me of supply; it ia like 
the bright sun in a dark world — it enlightens, 
enlivens, and warms me; it is like the hannony 
of hoaven, brought to cheer the eo^iW 
gloom of earth. Love of Jesus I fiW. ^03 
occupy my thoughts, feast m;?^5?5:^^^©c\.,\ 
my zeal, animate my hopes, brigVi^oT^ tl 




" To him approach with fervent prayer, 
And if yon perish, perish there, 
Besolved at Jesos' feet to iie, 
Suing for mercy, till you die 

"Doubt not, but venture near his throne, 
And make your supplications known ; 
TeU him the cause of all your grief. 
And he will grant you qidck relief. 

" Thrioe happy souls, who thus address 
The Ood of love and boundless grace ! 
Jesus will such completely save, 
And life eternal they shall have." 



pro- 




THE WEAVER'S SHU' 

|HE weaver's trade is as 
portant. It employe 
of hands, and adds ] 
comfort. Weavers ai 
useful and valuable class of m< 
crease the wealth of the nation, 
prosperity. They ought to be < 
their welfare, both spiritual \ 
should be sought. Let us, there: 
words to weavers. Come, brot] 
and for five minutes hear what 
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IJtfe i% short. Time booq fliei away. We 
«re bsi^Di; to ita unseen and unohongauble 
state, 'flme IB giTennatoprepare for eternity. 
Life in ifai* world ia only introductory to lifa 
in anolhar. How many vnmtn die GTery year I 
How many die without hops t They live 
thonghtleM Uvea. If thay have plenty ot 
work, g;ood WBgei, and jolly oonipBiiiimE, they 
care Tor DOthiiig more. Thayarentdenaboot 
their eonh, they trifle with eternity. Thia be- 
trays tlie gieateat fblly. They ought to " seek 
fini the kingdom of Ood '' — tbe7Bhoiild"«trive 
toenterinet the atrnit gate," — theyBhould"lBy 
up for themeelvea treaBures ia heaven." Time 
flies tike the ahottle; the lut month, tlie laat 
week, the lost day, the last honr, the last 
minntfl, will Boon come; and "after thia tho 
adgment." "Now is the accepted time; be- 
old, now is the day of salvation." Bnt it will 
K)n l>e Bnid to avBry one of ne, to poM. " There 
all be time no longer." As time leaves us, 
iraity finds us. Oh, then, ever? time jou 
ok of the shuttle, think of the brevity of life, 
the rapidity of time! 
he Bwiflnessof the Bhultlax-" ' 



times and be diligently employed, 
rest for one day, while there is an] 
our own personal salvation, but *' le 
enter into gospel rest" Let ns ** 
pence to make our calling and el 
Let us rather make assurance doul 
be satisfied with insufficient evi( 
having inade our own salvation si 
active, and never lie down to mei 
while there is an unconverted w 
town, in the country, in Qreat ] 
the world. Up, brother weaver 
yourselves men ! Work while it 
day ; for " the night cometh, when 
work." 

The shuttle preaches energy, ene 
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mightily" (Col. i. 29). Weavers should be 
men of energy, and so should Christians. The 
times require energetic men. The church calls 
for energetic men. The world will only be 
moved by men of energy. Te godly weavers, 
go forth among your fellows. Speak for Christ. 
Set your hearts upon winning their souls for 
the Saviour. By kindness and gentleness, by 
activity and energy, by perseverance and prayer, 
by benevolence and generosity, strive to bring 
them to the Saviour. And as a stimulus often 
read over the apostle's words : " Let him know, 
that he which converteth the sinner from the 
error of his way ihall save a soul from deaths and 
shall hide a multitude of sins." 

My firiend, are you a thoughtless weaver? 
Let me beg of you for once to think, to think 
seriously for a few moments. If you persevere 
in your present course you ioill perish, you 
muit be lost; but you may be saved. No power 
under heaven can hinder your being saved. 
No one can ruin you but yourself. Only take 
the right direction, and persevere in the good old 
way, and you, a poor weaver, shall shine forth 
as the sun in the kingdom of your heavenly 
Father. You shall exchange the loom iox ^ 
harp of gold; the YforkBhap for a mansvoiv*, VJaa 
dirty Btreeta of the manufacturing to-wniox V)aa 



wlUld tuefe IS ui DiicoiiTerleil weaver u 
town, in the country, in Qieat Britjiiii, or iti 
the vorld. Up, brother neayciii, and show 
yoHTBalTes man ! Work while it is colled 
dftj; for " the tiipht comelli, when HO man 

The flhutUe prenchee enetgy, onorgeticacticH, 
— just BUcb BS the Saviour recammenda for <«» 
Eelves : " Agonm lo enter in at tlie straJt giit*/* 
Put forth all yoai streiigth, throw all yCMft 
energy into it Wrestle ^th God. Bedr' 
Saton. Strive sgRinttt the epint, maxims, t 
customs of the world. " Lit; hold 01 
life." Just such, too, aa the apostle 
for others; " Whereunto i olao If*™ 
according to his working, wbicli ^ 



•!"« can a^.v'*^ i'«<jf, ..**^«4 JVo*'.^"" 



village of Thurleigh, in Bedfo: 
usual, soon strolled into the chv 
thing particular struck my mil 
felt, as I often do in such place 
spread over my spirit. I wall 
long, rank grass, and read an i 
and there; at length I was s 
number of stones bearing the sai 
Each family seemed to have da 
piece, and each appeared deto 
petuate its name. But as I w 
comer of the yard, I saw a nu 
but not one word was legible c 
I tried, but could not deciphe 
had erased the wliole. Well 
alTcction placed these stones 




The faiDJt^ had 
) some other plate. 



bat, with Ihia B^icoption, fha 
lemembered in Iho vfllnge. 
died ont, or had emigmted ti 
or were sunk into poverty. 

Well, thought I, here is n Ipsaon-boolt, nnd 
here me Ipsbods to he learned. Let is be kind 
and attentive to oar relatives while ne Imvo 
fhcm: mnnj', it is lo he feared, who fail to pot- 
form theit duty to their friends while they livt, 
try to moke up for thia neglect by erecting ii 
grave-etone for them when they are dead. The 
good that we lio to the living will be remem- 
berpd; hut euch acts for the dead will pasB into 
oblivion. Let kindness caire oor nameB on the 
hearts of the living, and they wiD carry the 
inecription beyond the bounds of this earth and 
the limits of time. Acts of tindnens shown lo 
Ood's BuintB are recorded in heaven, and the 
record «i11 endure through eternal ages. We ore 
alwaysengagedin erecting monntnenta, either 10 
onr honour or disgrace. EverypoorChriatianthat 
yon relieve, every aocrowfhl sonl that you com- 
fort, every widnw whose wanta yon sopply, every 
orphan child whose tears yon dry, will become 
a living monument, having insuiibed npon it 
ynur good deeds; and there they will be read 
for over. Yon need not keep a record of them ; 
auch works will thllow jou, and will be meti- 




[ibered in the n«it 
.bren, let na nbt tronUa abtnt^ k 
'ie annoiu to bava o 
jierUhabla mntoriala, 
lay )*> MBied; bat let it be our 
■ mr oamei written in lieatea. 
II]..' Lamb'! book of life, if 
I1i..-,ir of God as bom from above, 0» 
mil ramain £>r ever. ThsTa are w 
a tlii.ire. No daatiuctive elements, Do 
<vuuB belu^, o&n evor affect them tLeiei 
e more durable tban lbs deepest acalf- 
tbe moit lasting DinteriBl; taon>&'BiiAik 
written with an iron pen in \iA&.,'m,'ai 
r ever. Let m, tlien, inaVo o\h c^^ei 
iCtioD Bure, Let vo ns-^ei: \*» e».'6 



I AffiBction Bi^kd. loi 

I vntfl «e obteln Mtiateetorj evidonoe that our 
Hamas an written on the bant of Jesiu, and 
■onlptnnd oh hb hands. Andlfirocanyaboat 
wHli ns tub assnranee, wo maj sndle upon the 
attpmpte ol Qor ibes to mar our fidr fiane, or 
I oast dkhononr on Qor names; for WD know that 
i onr God will bring ns ftvA to the li|^t, mud 
tf we Shan behold his righteoaraess. Let ns 
p imitate the oondufot of S3lki who» fhoagh rich 
;■ by nature, hononntUe by desoent, spotless in 
■ character, and w^ose life was crowded with 
i deeds of mercy and of might, lay in a borrowed 
grave, and neyer had a tomb-stone. But 
r thongh he had no scnlptm^ed stone to mark 
V the place of his bnria], he had what was infin- 
itely better — ^he had his name engraved on 
myriads of human hearts, his praises sounded 
by all the hosts of angelic tongues, and the 
highest seat in glory awarded him by his 
righteous and delighted Father. Like him, 
let us go about doing good. Like him, let us 
minister to the poor, the sick, and the broken- 
hearted. Like him, let us be known aa the 
poor man*8 friend, the brother born for adver- 
sity. Like him, let us spend our health, our 
strength, our wealth, and every talont. to 
glorify God and do sinners good. Then, 
tbouQh. persecuted by bitter foes, though ml** 



is on high." 

Let us, then, make it our daily cai 
what is worth recording, and leave the 
ing of it to others. Let us aim to have 
in Qod's book, a name among Ckxl's saj 
a name in God s world, for aiming at h 
walking by his Word, and endeayouri 
the greatest amount of good to his c: 
In our grave-yards we often road whal 
what is erroneous, and what is false; I 
live for Grod's glory and the good of oi 
men — if we live with eternity before v 
love of Christ in our hearts — ^if we liv 
that must give an account, and whoe 
" to do it with joy and not with g 
'^all have an inscription that is wi 

— -.'r^fion which 
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monnmeot, deeply engrriTO on it thy love; 
nylifo reflect the glory of thy gruce. and be 
we copy of thine own; let my death bring 
Dlir lo thy csuBB, anii my endless employ- 
it be praiBJng thy name! Blaaaed bo God 
I good hope through grace, and tha jirij»|ie(:t 
glorinUB Immortalilj. 



8KEAT and aore tioubtes preceded 
tha destnutioQ of Jernaalein and 
the temple, and groat and nan . 
troablea mil precede the Mcond 
coming of ooi beloTod Lord. The titae of hii 
coming approacheg, and it becnweR hii digoiplei 
to think of tbat event, and diligently ptepsie ft* 
it. But if we do oot witaesa the descent of oar 
Lord in the clooda, death will aooa coma And 
usher iia iDtohiaprannoe; and before Out n- 
may be eipoeed to maay and painful troablM, 
BO that the direction giran by our Lord to U' 
<liiiciplHB ma; be jubI auitabia, " That took w 
(Luke xii. 28). We aie entering upon a 
yeur: we ahoU haira new toila, new trial'' 
icrn|ila,tiDDB, anil new tronbles; Viul 
Ihiiy come lot ua " loot up." A.n.d,'* 
to encourage Our BOUla to ln> bO,\b\, 
I oj/eiiJng of tho rear, consider. — 



im^H 
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t, Tht «iu«u to which tliia advice ia 
lUe, Tliere rosy bo atttJonal calamitiee, 
rtileDce, famine, or war ; hut whulaver 
upon the Dation, the ChrietiBiia in it 

MttsgoB, Bull children many of their com- 
for ChriBl'B and conacienca' sate; while 
vord of the magiBtrate io Bhealhed, the 
the tongue, the frowning countenance, 

torn pertecutea otiiers : but if pereecution 


1 



windows, and take away the desiit 
with a stroke; if our parents she 
children be removed, or our wives 
be laid in the grave ; though love 
be removed far from us, and our : 
into darkness, still, whatever deatl 
U8 determine that we will " look uj 
ness becloud our evidences, obsci 
and throw its gloom over our n: 
couragement brood over our so' 
stumbling-blocks in our way; if 
experience appear questionable, ai 
ance with Grod at present doubtfi 



_*-l4 ♦« A 
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follow our Lord's loving advice, and " lock wp." 
We will now notice, — 

Secondly, The^ directum our Saviour gives — 
"^ T'hen look up" Look not back, as Lot's wife 
did. Look not within, as too many do. Look 
not around, as David did. But " look up.'* Look 
up. to Grod; he is your Father, your Friend, 
your Saviour. He can help you. He wll help 
you. He says, "Look unto me, and be de- 
livered; for I am Gk)d." Many did so of old, 
as David testifies, — "They looked unto him, 
and were lightened; and their faces were not 
ashamed." Look up for light to guide you, 
and the everlasting light will shine upon you. 
Look up for grace to sanctify you, and the 
grace of Jesus will be found sufficient for yon. 
Look up for strength to enable you to do and 
suffer €k)d's will, and his strength will be made 
perfect in your weakness. Look up for comfort 
to cheer you, and as one whom his mother com- 
forteth, so will the Lord comfort you. Look 
up for courage to embolden you, and the Lord 
will give courage to the faint, and to them that 
have no might he will increase strength. Look 
up for patience to keep you, and the Grod of 
patience and consolation will enable ^ow c3^^X\n 
to bear the heaviest burden, ai^d. aWex^^VN.^ V> 
endure the most painful afflict\o\i. Y»ooV m-^ 



asking for what God has graciously promj 
Look up in hope, expecting what you as] 
the name of Jesus. Look up with adoral 
and adore the sovereignty, righteousness, 
wisdom of God; thus honour God and he 
honour you. Look up constantly, let not) 
daunt or discourage you; rather say, " Bel 
as the eyes of servants look unto the han 
their master, and as the eyes of a maiden 
the hand of her mistress ; so our eyes wait i 
the Lord our God, until that he have mercy 
««.'* Look up, for this will keep the head 
swimming, the heart from sinking, the k 
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you will tte?er reeret if. Act upon it, and jon I 

will never repent of it. It ia impossible to say 1 

what will happen tone. or what will bo reijuireii ' 

of 08 this jear; but this direction, if properly 
Bttaniiod (o, will procure tor 03 all that «e need, 
gecure ua against all tliat we dread, or nialie us 
more thun a matoli fur all oiu foes and fears. 
Fellow-CliriHtian, are joa fearful? " but up," 
aud hear JeauB aayicg to yon, " Fenr not; I 
will help lliee." Are jou diecnuraged? "Imk 
up," and your youth shall be renewed likp the 
eagle's, and fresh liglil, uomforl, and courau;o 
shall bo given you. Are yen deepiinding '? 
" look tip," far JesuB oever breaks the broietd 
reed, nor quenvhes the smoking flax. Don't 
look loo mncb at sin; look at (lie infinitely 
mPritorions blood of Goil'a dear Son: don't look 
too much at self; bnl look at Jeaus. who ever 
Uvea to make intotcosuion for you \a beaven. 
Are you B(rip[ied of yuur comforts, your props. 
8ndyonrgooda?"(A«ii/ootiip." He nho stripped 
yoD, lovei yon; he vill be more than all these 
to yoa; he will bind ap your broken heart, 
calm your perturbed spirit, cheer your drooping 
mind, and fill you with bis own peace and 
happiness. Look up for all jOM ■aa.'QX — l^am 
nU joa feat—tkroagh all ttiat ■wwi^ iJ»''S'»*. 
■wu- iw/— and fwtwilMtanding aS 'i^^'^ -w™!>Si. 



. . —^^ ^jf «»(/«c eycMT unto tlie 
Cometh my help: my help 
Lord, who mftde heaven and i 
at sin. it will discourage you ; 
it will distress you ; look not 
bewilder you ; look not to 
deceive you; look not to mes 
appoint you; look not at trials 
you; but do as the Church 
"until the Lord look down £ 
heaven" (Lam. iii. 60). I 
always, look intently, to Jesuf 
work looking, fight looking, su 
looking, and die looking, to i 
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"Ldbk to him tm his dying love 
Thy every thought control ; 
Its TMt eonrtnining inflneiiee prore 
O'er body, spirit, son] 

" Look to him, as the race yon rxm. 
Your never fallfaig Friend ; 
Finish he will the work begun, 
And grace in glory end." 



Ill 
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amy from the Mrth the rabellloni 
mwhidi eama oat rf Egypt; tad wlw 
a great extant, kept at k dktutae ftoM 
And w may wa, nndef our pcMant d»- * 
Krcsdiiig. dlscomagiiig dnmiBataiioae, m the 
liBible Chmcli irfCliriat. Ood haa coTand the 
Innghterof Zionwltli Aoloudittidlia hMOOV^ 

d himsdt with & dond, bo that oar pnywt , 
kdll not p:iM through. WeiighRndoty,faiitte 
leems lo ehat oat onr pnyar; we rnoum hb 
KlweDce, bat he iotm not limnr di with hk pm- 
leDce a» wo dfdre and wbh to aqjoy tt. Tha : 
nrtijer <it Howa i» dun ; jw, baloTed. wa na 
Brylni; uul, " Betum, Lord, how long?" 

i0fhecatueotiUaexc\em&ticni.t 'Wh^ 
jspray? B«amaBiiftMeTwA^"'wo«i 



mad mmk jogr nMlwtl^ tbe Holy UboBt." 
, in our ezperienoo, his doctrine dropped 
M- ibib rain, and htt oommimicatkniB distilled 
M the dew. We sat under Mi shadow with 
delight, and his frnit wv sweet unto our taste. 
B«t when an those Joya onlrt When do we 
fliiljoj audi pnojooa seaaonaf When an the 
people that an in such a oanf Alas! gener- 
dj speaking, wa an cold, haid, lifeless, and 
«iia|iritiial; thenfixn wa maj well erj, " Be- 
t«n» Lord, how kmg?" Again, the saocti- 
lying inflnenoea of tha Ueased Bpirii do not 
attend the word aa the j oiiee did. Time was 
whan the pnaohec oocdd saj to his people, 
'* We aU, wittL Open fiMe beholding as in a glass 
the 0ie/tf of the Lord, ard ofaanged into the 
same image from f^orj to i^ory, even as bj 
the ^drit of the Lord." By the ordinanoos, 
the Lord sanctified his people. The covetous 
became liberal— the proad became humble — 
the idle became industrious — the M^lAsi&nS^^^ 
learned to praotMe eelf-denie^^^^b ^wt^t^^" 
minded became spiritual, a gradxrt^, ^rosgc^*^ 



were, wmcn mafces tib exclaim, ** ^W^'tm 
Lord, how long?'* Once more, V^d ss 
operations of the quickening Spirit are *« 
held. Once sinners were converted by t 
sands: great multitudes both of the Jews 
also of the Greeks believed. The hand of 
Lord was with^his servants, and multiti 
were turned unto the Lord. The Lord ac 
to the Church daily such as should be sa 
The gospel was accompanied with an invinc 
power, and the hearers were bom again 
the word of truth. The gospel came noi 
word only, but in demonstration of the 8] 
and of power. Now how few are really c 
verted to God ; and even in the converted 1 
slight the work appears! Once the soul ' 
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all will not do— things remain jnst as thoy 
were. We can be satisfied with nothing loss 
than the presence of Grod. We valne the ser- 
Tants, bat we want the Master. We prize the 
instraments, bnt we long for the Divine Agent. 
We have the wells, bnt we want the living, the 
life-giving water. And all will go to decay 
except the Lord retnm. In many places our 
chnrchee decrease, our congregations dwindle, 
our pastors are dispirited, and dull discontent 
pervades all the living in our Jerusalem. 
These things .make us cry, and cry with pain- 
ful earnestness, " Return, LcHrd, how long?'* 
But what answer may we suppose that the 
Lord will give to many of us? Perha|)8 ho 
may say, that he will not return ad we desire, 
until we separate from the world as he has 
bidden ns. His word is, " Gome out from 
among them, and be ye separate." But, like 
Ephraim of old, we have mixed ourselves among 
the people. Politics, speculations, carnal as- 
sociations, and a worldly mind, have led us 
astray; so that there is but very little differ- 
ence between ns and those who know not God. 
He requires ns to stand out in bold relief from 
the world; to be distinct and diBtinguishable; 
to be like a dty set npon a hiU, -w^c^ ciqxixl^ 
he bid, WMo professors have WWb, 9i«.iv^»», 



>w WAA*A \U < 



tion. We are called with a heavenl} 
We are called to glory and yirtae. C 
tion or calling is to publish and preser 
truth; to represent and set forth t 
nature of Christ's holy religion; to en 
to pluck sinners as brands from the 1 
and lead them on to glory, honour, imzn 
and eternal life; to live for Qod; to 1 
Jesus; to aim at the honour of Gk)d ii 
thing we do; to live as saints, or ut 
persons, who are bom firom above, bnri 
Christ, risen with Christ, ascended with 
and identified with Christ — th6 temple; 
Holy Ghost — the companions of Gkxi the . 
and of his Son Jesud Christ, with wh 
l)r()fe8s to live in close, constant, anri s 
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there plead until we prevail. Like Hezekiah 
we must turn our faces to the wall, and pray 
until GK)d yield to ns. Like the disciples at 
Emmaus we must constrain him to tnm in and 
abide with ns. Brethren, let us remember 
that the energetic prayer of the righteous man 
availeth much; that God will attend to his 
own elect when they cry day and night unto 
him, though he may seem to hold out long. 
Let U8, therefore, stir up ourselves to take hold 
on him, and give him no rest until he bow the 
heavens and come down, and work wonders in 
our midst. 

Do we fui this to be our state? Is God at 
a distance from us? Are the ordinances com- 
paratively barren? Is the gospel almost with- 
out effect? Are our churches and ministers at 
a loss to know what to do? Do we pant and 
long for a change? Is this the rooted, reign- 
ing, abiding desire of our souls? Can we be 
satisfied with no less? Are we becoming im- 
patient and passionately crying out, " Return, 
O Lord, how long? " Or can we be still, silent, 
and comparatively indifferent under such a 
state of things? Brethren, the Spirit of God 
is grieved, and wt have gi-ievod him! Our 
heavenJj Father's heart is wouivQie^, wcv^ u^ 
hare wounded it! Our adorablo ^a.V\csw V-^a 



yotff Do we act under the circ 
we ought to act? Do ycuf God 
considered the author or the cf 
things, therefore he demands ol 
Spirit of the Lord straitened? 
doings f Do not my words do g 
that walketh uprightly ? " Can w< 
uprightly then? Impossible, or ( 
withhold his presence from us! 
word: "The Lord Ood is a sui 
the Lord will give grace and g 
thing will be withheld from them 
rightlyr 



«( 



Your Father also is merciful." — Luke vi 30. 




lESUS revealed Jehovah as a Father 
He constantly kept this idea before 
the minds of his disciples. He 
turned their thoughts from his 
greatness to his goodness. He taught them to 
realize that he was their Father. They were 
to pray to him as such; to trust in him as 
such; to love him as such; to obey him as 
such. He was here setting forth his moral 
excellences for their imitation. He commands 
them to be merciful, as their Father also is 
merciful. There is something very precious in 
this representation of the Most High. He is 
our Father. As such, he is not only great, 
glorious, omnipotent, and just, but he is mer- 
ciful ; naturally, infinitely, eternally merciful. T' 
He is merciful to all, but more e»^<i\aJ\i \ft\^& 
children ; yea, he deligY\tet\i Vi \iia.Ti^Xs»X. Vv^ 
mercy to them. He is metci&A \-\5Na ^«^ > "^^^ 
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t}fmpcUhize with ut. Our suffei 
him. They will touch his hei 
awaken his tenderest sympatl 
not suffer alone. He will come 
snstain ns. He will administe 
sities. He will even make our 
ness. His sympathy will effect 
Others may pity, he will relieyt 
speak, he will apply. Othen 
well, he will really do ns good 
hy-«nd-hy he said, as it was < 
" In ail their afflictions he wa 
oor Father also merciful? Th< 
to us. Every sigh, every groa 
prayer shall enter into his ears, 
to the beating of the contrite he 
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and broken though they be. He cannot, for ho 
is merdful. Is our Father also merciful ? Then 
hit will pardon U9. He will pardon not only onco 
or twice, bat eyery time we confess our sins with 
sorrow, and plead for pardon in Jesus' name. 
How often we have to go and confess the same 
sins, and seek forgiveness of the same offences! 
Nor dare we promise, that if he forgive us now, 
we will be guilty of them no more ; for if we 
did, carmption within us, and Satan without 
us, would soon lead us to commit them. Still 
our merciful Father forgives us, and will do so. 
How strange was the plea of Moses when seek- 
ing pardon for the rebellious Israelites: " Let 
the power of my Lord be great, as thou hast 
forgiven them from Egypt until now." " As far 
as the east is from the west, so far will he re- 
move our transgressions from us." Hear his 
own gracious announcement: '* I, even I, am he 
that blotteth out thy transgressions, for mine 
own sake, and will not remember thy sins." If 
our Father also is merciful, then he will notice 
the least good thing in ut. He did so in Abijah, 
the child of Jeroboam, as it is written : " He 
only of Jeroboam shall come to the grave, be- 
cause in him there is found some good thing to- 
ward the Lord Qod of Israel." It ma^ oviX^ "^ 
the desire to labour for him "without \.\ife^^«t\ 



J -i.ae speaking a w( 
ever good there is in us, g 
Spirit (and there is no goc 
blessed Spirit does produc 
proves, commends, records, 
may overlook it. We ma} 
Not BO our merciful Father : 
sight, and is highly osteemt 
different prejudiced man! 
virtues; for one spot, he over] 
ties. Oh, to resemble our eve: 
in noticing and admiring wh 
children ! If our Father alsc 
h^ iffill accept th^ *^ 



■ « e'ViJB. Jtatner, sanctmea amictions are amongst 

bee our choicest mercies, oiir most efficient teachers. 

itfe David had many, sore, and long-continued 

a \ afflictions; but were they evils? Oh, no, bless- 

ft; ings; therefore he writes: " It is good for me 

Ti that I have been afflicted." And again: " I 

as: know, Lord, that thy judgments are right, 

' K" and that thou in faithfulness hast afflicted me." 

» L Solomon long since wrote, and Providence has 

WB ever since proved the truth of the saying, 

itfe ** There shall no evil happen to the just." We 

Jmf ArnYQ been tried. We have been cast down. 

'•' W^e have been stripped. We have> \i^e^ ^\e»:^- 

^ P<:^jited, We have been pamixiiW^ \i\vk^^^- 
^^^ir hearts have often bled, tor i\ie^ Ai».^^ \5(&«^ 
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children. He pitioB every 
■{•it He bids us love every one 

ki sisters. It is his will that ' 



other. It is our happiness 
We cannot be like our Fat] 
all hifl children — if \re do n 
J — if we do not love them 

glowing love. Oh, for moi 
people! 

If Gk>d is our Father, ai 
merciful, what a source of 
I ^ us I We know not what a^ 

not what we may have to 
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im f auer, lei ns cnentn me inougitt. it i 
sweet It ia plewant. It ia profitable, I 
must do VB gooij. How muoh better to think r 
'W'q w. out mercies thim of oar mitiericB; of out merci 

ugh b f"! Father thaa of our maliciouB foes! Let t\ 

ta Iff^g , improve theprivUigi. Let us go to Ood 09 Li 

■m ji — p^ v childreu. Let us ask of him us of a Fatht^i 

irt -wiu ^t "■ credit hit word, rely on his care, rejoio 

be fell ill I"' mercy, wait at hia footBt«ol, work in lii 

11 ^1 vineyard, tnut in his faithfuloeae, and haste 

e rt>r a hotno lo be With him in glory everlasting ft; 

*> to & Aver. Let ne ianouT the relaliomhip. Let v 

" »iir ^^alk with God in holy fel\Qw&Mv, <i\»l *J 

' acnr "Wilb ardent zeal, imitate Goil -wiVh- 'I'^i^ 
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liyered with so much love wl 
djfldples on the mount: " 
shine before men, that they i 
works, and glorify yonr Ft 
heaven.*' Header I is God i 
you feel a child's love to hii 
1 cise filial confidence in him? 

for counsel, for supplies, for < 
need? Do you look upon ht 
strive to imitate this excellei 
yon merciful to your men 
merciful to your fellow-men 
you merciful to your servan 



A Soi 



" "When am mi 

The further 
I trace bn 

"Soon as front 

My race ^ 

My spirit wl 

And false] 

"To manhood 

My reason 

As custom, a 

I mshed d' 

" My conscienc 

Bemonstra 

The good whl 

The evU I ^ 



he Ije charged with a want of charit;. 

or with defective orthodoxy, ffit 

le clear, his heart wag kind, and yst 

iBome, "Ye enter not in yoarwlw, 

|thoui that were entering in ye Uudered." 

:> hia kingdom, hii church: tomt 

I Htfiicled, concerned, and thonght of coming 

1, and joining with him; bat "they wen 

red." Are any hindered now? Aretheis 

ir churches and congregations, those that 

Etiuls from coming la Christ, or joining 

is people? We fear there are, and in 

^ikijiirtraentof the church. Letuglook,— 

. At Ihepulpit. — What do we see there? 

(. the prcLicher ia CuW in \ia ma-iaiRS 



and early attendance, by their blaud and plca- 
H sant manners, by their constant activity and 

Qd J attention to all who attend the place, that they 

>>elr- desire the conversion of souls, and the increase 

iere-i of the church? Are they first at the prayer- 

BOB meetings, first at the public services, making 

omE it evident that their hearts are tet upon the 

r VcT prosperity of the cause? K not, they will 

i thF hinder some. Next- to the preacher, people look 

e tL to the deacons to be grave, temperate, devout, 

oinxi active, and thoroughly devoted to Gk)d. But 

*id : when deacons are worldly-minded, proud, lordly, 

^•- ^sold, distant, and patronizers of worldly wcK^safc- 

^nents and caroai pleasures, it m\x«t \» s^«K^ q>^ 
%heiD, "Those that were entoring m ye Kwdertd.: 
<7^ 9 






rayer-meetingB, drarcn-mo^,.^ ^ 
he sick ; can it be any wonder if the dhmcu 
o which such deacons belong dwindle, dedii 
become worldly, formal, and inactive ? Let 
look, — 

Thirdly, At the memberB of eur ehurehea^ 
And what meets us here? Here is one w 
known for his love of money and hard dealin 
there is another who habitually gives way 
his unholy temper ; there is another who pi 
tises deception in business, because it is 
custom of the trade ; there is another irh 
never seen at the prayer-meeting; thei 
another so much like the world, that if -w 
not see him at the Lord's table we never 
'Vi^ir that he made any profession of pel: 

- '»<^id as marble, to 



And Church Memhersk^. 131 

been holy times, praying timea, acting 
Oqtb ue talking timss, giving times, 
jmething mora is 'wantiDg. We have 
of undecsidad penoaa in our oongraga- 
acd hosts of tiaU-hearled peraons in onr 
lea. Uany hove attended om places for 
and haire neiei been pointedly appken 
Nie of ODi loembeis sa to the state of 
Bonla. The minister preacbea, bat they 
seooud hit efforts, lliey seem to fancy 
t is no part of their bnilness. The gospel 
ukt is hindered ; the qnestlon is. Who 
■I lit Paul was deeply concerned lest 
Mild (1 Cor. ii. 12); but mao; profeasarB 
ATS no concern aboat it. They Uve, and 
, end conduct themselvea, as if it was-ao 
n <rf theirs. Souls are hindered, bnt vko 
I Ihem t The lawyers did once, bat other 
1 difiering from the lowyere do now. 
ire is that marble sta.tue that yon see at 
rmon bnt nowhere else, who spealia to no 
ippears to care for no one, — he binders. 
is that covelooB men, who oever comes 
lyer-meeting lest he should miss tohing 
KB, — he hinders. There is that glunipy, 
y.nnooulh professor, — hahiaAeia. "Wwsi* 
. light, Tttin.triflingproIeBWJi,— 'tis Vniiw*- 
k that proud, scornEul, 4iBio.™S>A-\«J^'^'°'' 



fiory, Boolding professor,- 
where shall we end? Ev( 
feasor, who has not the s 
does not copy his meekness 
devotion, zeal, self-denial, 
for the salvation of soub 
hinders. Here is the en 
there the dashing and tt 
bold and conceited, there i 
hero the self-willed and lo 
fisted and covetous ; and a 
stumbling-blocks in the wf 
A church composed of e 
bloR tho rocky desort. not tl 
cold ice-bound isliit, not a I 
a barrfin nlot covered witl 



" And Church Memboship. 133 

Vi.. \^ey binder. Our churcbt^ must be liappy, 
und happy- making churc)ies. if thsj are to 
Booriitli. There must be freedom, fellowEhip. 
lorn, unit;, peace, indiviilualiDtereBt, and united 
concem £elt for ell wlio cniue into the congrcgu- 
tioD, or con be induced to come in. before we 
can expect tbem to be what ne desire to Bee 
them. Ministers may preach, aathors miLy 
write books, lively ChriBtiiuis may inquire uiul 
ujaiplain,but something else ia vanting. Every 
church-member must realize hifl responsibility, 
most agonize with Ood, must endeavour to 
perBQade men, must lay aeide whatever ie 
forbidding and lepuWvo ; and all mttst fol- 
low " whttUoever things are trne, whnlsoever 
things are honest, whatsoever things are jnst, 
whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever fhinga 
are lovely, whatsoever thiii^ are of good re- 
port," before we can expect our wishes to be 
fulfilled. 

Miniatera must be holy, energetic, simple, 
■oDnd in the &ith, with their heurta aet upon 
the converdon of einneta and the edification of 
the aainta, or, like the lawyow, iltey mil hinder. 
Deacons mnat be spiritoally- minded, active, 
Bobei, courteous, intent apon the ch]u^U%~9^tn- 
perity, full of the Holy Qhoai mii rfi. IvKa-'^ 
lAey mil more or Uta Ainder. CtakTii-^^*''^"*" 



be employed in Qod*8 serrice ; 
esteem others better than hims 
ing his own things, bnt eyery 
which are Jesns Christ's, w i 
degree hinder. Brethren, Are ' 
less guilty? Do not our imper 
in the face? Ought we not 
selves deeply before God? S] 
about an immediate reformation 
our sin, confess it before Qod, 
through the blood of Jesus, S( 
divine strength, purposing mof 
tho time past of our lives sha] 



\jlnd Church Membership. 

iw^kfl, put on ibj itrengtb, 

vj cf freedom d&wot it IoheUi, 
Lord'i kppointed daf. 

Id tbf vitli, lb7 boasd) anlugi. 
And und thf hBTlldfl forth ; 
Bat to tbo Aouth — 'Oivenp tliycbuKe; 
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THE safegua; 

When I see the blood, I will ] 
Exop. za 18. 




HE period for Israors 

faithful to his wore 
fulfils his promise, 
people; and through them, 1 
Church in all ages. The firs 
i i are to be destroyed ; but how shi 

^ I A lamb was to be selected, sepa 
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jS nant. It cleaosdB from all Bin, imd it Btcurcta 
I^H^ aJl it cleonsoB, Let os look al — 
^^^1 This aaToetttit oliject. Justice demands blood. 
^^H Qnd Bckaowledgei the equity of tbe domanil. 
^^H But if tbe ginner bleed, his blood makes do 
^^H atonemeati if, therefore, he die once, his un- 
^^H fttoued guilt demands that be suffer the second 
^^H death, or never-ending punishment. But here 
H is blood Ih&t attcficlB the eys of Justice, meets 

all its clsims, and aatiafiea all ils demandB. 

Precions bloodl It is the blood of tht Lamb, 
fi^ which taketb away tbe sin of the world. Tbe 
I ^ Lamb of God, the accepted substitute for man! 
^ J —the Lamb of Qod, elain id the sinner's sleadi 
a h — tbe Lamb of Ooil, vba becomes thu food of 
I ^ all for whom he naa slain! llis blood is our 
^ji, Eofoty. Sprinldeil upon the door, no enemy 
uk .. could pasB through to harm na ; sprinkled upon 
»-— tbe door, we are certainly and eternally safe I 

prf - Our safety is not in the door, however Htrong; 
w nor in tbe lock, however curious: nor in the 

bolls, however numerous— but in tbe blood. 

Mo blood on the door, no safety for the inha- 

Arjiitanta within; no blood on the conscience, no 

^^atotj from Ihe messenger of death. Oh, reader I 

^ee -to it that the blood of Christ is tli-i ■asc't- 

«*ea<:e— see to it thai t'he Hooi oi ti'taw'i, ^* 

^^ixkledoa thy aoiiW Foi— 



that Wi W«oft ii to lri« "*»*. ^^^ 

iimiiddtoi*. eftiiMnf^mmt^Wfi 

eTBtydoor wd g^wtt, tttiAwil* ¥•!••*%• 
»r cfetr^ftftftd, God lobfcmjto :H««ito«*«l 

tilMd «f M own Mtf »m tlMitetf ^^*'*^ 
he ii iBttitid, he to iw«i*«d te^«*#li 

tkeie to i»* Wood, iliow to lio ^> ^>"<i 
reooAciltaitidn, Bd piBMe. H«^iti«liN|| 
saeriflceB, liowevw coirtly ; te "^ ^^ ^*| 
prayers, however eameet; he will MgMi 
Bufferings, however paliifU; he will 




d witii the blood of Ms dear Sod, 
ta fully tatjsfied with eveiy one that 
s dependence on it; but ha it satis- 

nolhing without Hub. Oh,«e to it. 
i joai reliance la on the blood of Jeans 
F-auf lelveUte' had nbatjtuted bdj- 
tth Uoed OS the door, hovanr caaBy, 
tMvHfid, at howeTei apparently rea- 
to mtut have perished ; the doatroying 
old not hare posied orer him. Tnut, 
the blood of JesuB alone, and see — 
ntfieial roull. There was danger, fat 
■tST of jnstics ■was going through the 
ore wu danger of violent death; so 
are bU in danger an einners — in danger 
cond death. But nhen the blood was 
1. there was safety, perfect safety ; flo 
3n the blood of Jesus !s sprinkled on 
fences we aresBfe,etemally safe. Ood 
atiifled, for the kw has receiied all it 
. He is pleased, for justice unites with 

our sttlTalion. He is pledged to necura 
IB word is passed, and ho ie faithful 
'ord. He says of all on whom hs sees 
d, -They shall never perish. Nu 

formed ngainst them. !,hn.\\ ■^iifinjw. 

•H be saved in tto'Loift-'iiiftiWi*''*'^- 
Jwtion; they BhBl\ ttfA\» »*vwoa*- <* 




TOO LATB. 

lETUBNING from pn 
terday morning, I d 
one of my hearers, 
tion I have long fel 
and for whose conversion I ha 
vently prayed. " Well, H — 
are you this morning?" " Q 
you, sir." " Where have yon 

walk, as far as the ." 

at chapel this morning." " ] 



1 If 
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irde, we shonld teach all to luun. .^, 

ind place entire dependence on, the hlood 
Jesus alone. Whether wo speak, or whotl 
we write, we should oonstantly say, " Not i 
crueifix, bat the cross; not Mary, but Jes 
not men's works, bnt a Saviour's precious bloc 
See, finally, of what we should beware — of r 
looting the blood of Jesus, of substituting 8 
thing for the blood of Jesus, of mixing anytl 
with the blood of Jesus, or of thinking lig 
of the blood of Jesus. It is precious blood 
18 invaluable blood! Without it, no sinner 
be saved; with it, ani/ sinner may. Oh 
soul, meditate on this blood ; plead nothin; 
fore God but this blood; teach nothing ai 
ground of acceptance with Ood but this b 
" ' — ^'^•^ "ATnfort or salvatio 



TOO lit* 



,. chapel tws ^^ 

"^•' , vim refti 



Too Laie, 143 

why is this? Is it not a want of intereet in the 
service? And does not this show a want of 
love to the Lord? If we are not interested in 
the worship of Gkxl now, how can we expect to 
feel an interest in it when we die? If we havo 
no love to the house of Qod on earth, can we 
have any reason to hope that we should feel 
at home, or enjoy the service of God, in his 
honse in heaven? Surely not. Again : how 
many are too late to join in the devotional parts 
of ih» aotyke ! The minister enters the pulpit ; 
he rises to commence the service by prayer; he 
sees in every direction vacant seats, and seats 
whiok will be all filled when he is preaching 
the sermon. This dejects and dispirits him, 
and it tells a sad tale of his people. A minister 
of Christ, whose chapel is generally crowded 
during sermon, complained a few Lord*s-days 
ago, that when he rose to conmience the service, 
there were but about thirty persons present: 
this is sad, very sad. The writer went a short 
time ago to preach for a brother minister, and 
asking the deacon as to the attendance, he 
said, "We are pretty well attended, but our 
people come so very late; and our pastor is 
that kind-hearted sort of man that he does not 
like to say aojtlung about it pnbUt^'^^iot i<(^vct 
of hurting tbeir feelings." As the ^tvXjet x^- 



BQ prerent it. 

urooLATB." Tbi* may prove traeiak 
1010 Bolema yet. Some wfll call npw 
icn it is too late. Hsdco we read, " Af 
d, tndfAtjmonld not hear; Mlit«jrciied, 
|f would not hear, Baith the Lord of host*" 
vii, 18). Again: " Then ihall thejr call 
ac, bat I will Dot an»irar; they alutll tetk 
ftiirly, btit they shall not End me" (Tmt. 

Once more ; " Afterward came aixa tt™ 
V yifglQB, Baying, Lord, I<nd, onpn. **> ■**- 
6 answered and BMft.NtmSy "V »«■■? ■* 



wmmuyj xes; imi i was too late, wnat 

made you too late? Ah! you loved pleasure — 

you enjoyed sin — you listened to Satan — you 

> in i followed the multitude — you chose death rather 

^V^ than life. 

**^ Reader! how is it with you? Do you attend 

the means of grace regularly 7 Do you take 
your place in the Lord's house early 7 Do you 
' «r listen to God's "Word attentively t Do you join 

teA ^ in the prayers offered heartily t Do you seek 
^r i9al vation diligently f Is the welfare of the soul 

* to you the one thing needful t If not, \^\. tw& 

fceseech yon to beware; do not pToctaaVvtveX-^ 
<ib i2ot delay. If yon do, it may \>e " too late 
<^^^ 10 



B 






B, careftil ezominatioD, is Iho extreme of folly. 
No book has existed eo long ns port of Iho BiMn, 
no book has viought auctt nondere as the Sjble, 
and in the Bible we find the gospel. It is the 
history of Ood'a love, the levelatioD of God'a 
meicy, and pointa ont the only way of eecape 
from God'B wrath. Bnt what ia ila desifu ? 

1. Ts ffim w a corrcei viim of Ocdt char- 
aeter. — It sets beloie qb Ub holiaess, Ma juslice, 
luB veracity, his foithfulness. bis grtuie, his 
mercy, and hia Iots ; and it shows us bow »11 
thsa« perfectiona hannooize in the sel'^a'iLQa. ui 
* sinner, throng]) tbe gloriooB work cS wn "^o^' 
Jeeus ChriBt, God is holy, and cai»MAsan>^^' 



o 



I- • 

3" 'iT 



pities sinners, and Ib disp 
He is love, and will disp 
his bitterest enemies, i 
gracious throne. But ho 
bates harmonize in the si 
and rebellions sinner? 
convinced of his state, aw 
and becomes alarmed at '. 
the gospel, he perceives 1 
for sinners ; he believes it 
in Gk>d'B way ; he is eai 
and diligent in the nse ( 
Oo6 saves him, and save: 
eternally. All his sins ^ 
JeHus, or placed to his 
rftf^nivnd full satisfactior 



21r Design of the Gospel, 149 

^Itet tibs nnneir to <Kniie and be paved freely 
asdlbrevBr. The nniier hean* belieTea, comes 
to God by Jeeui, and li paidoned* God Ib thus 
iUillftil to hk irard, and Jnat to tlie aaerifice of 
Ua Son, in fbrgiTing the aina of the man whe 
haartfl J eonfoaiea them at hia throne. Thus 
the goqpel zeveala God'a true chacaoter. But 
the design of the goapel iar* 

2. 2b MpV ta* tti MMMT^s htmi U Qod,-^ 
We are hj natore aUeetranged liram God, care- 
leea about God, and at ^nmitj with God. If 
we think of him, we oondhide that he is very 
moeh hke omaelvea, and go on with ^ery little 
oonoem whether we please or displease him. 
If he is in our thooghta, he is not in oar hearts. 
If we perfiorm any religloas services, we draw 
nigh to him with our mouths, and honour him 
vdth our lips, while our hearts are fax from him. 
Nature suggests some fine thoughts of Qod, but 
it cannot win back the heart to God. The law 
reveals some of the glorious attributes of God, 
but it never brings back the heart of the siuner 
to love and obey GKkL It is the design of the 
gospel to do this. The good news informs us 
that God thought of us, pitied us, provided a 

i^ay of salvation for us, and opened xi'^ ^ ^^ccc^ 
ath to heaven for us, witYiou't w^ca\a^«^ ^"^^ 
esjre on ova part. That li€> de\\^^» ^ ^^""^ 




[ANY persons prafessingi 
find it necessary to em| 
both in doors and oal 
if they provide for tb 
wants, and regularly pay them 
they have discharged their duty, 
be more nnscriptural. As we sha 
present and everlasting welfare of 
80 especially of those who are em] 
and minister to our comfort Nor 
liever in Jesus discharge his duty 1 
tics and dependents, unless he feel 



A Word for Servants. 153 

are deaoonB of churches who never pray in their 
fiimiliee, nor even aak a blessing on their food ; 
who employ both male and female serrants, 
bat who never speak to them about their souls. 
And it is to be feared that there are many 
members of churclies in just the same state. 
How can we expect our churches to flourish ? 
How can we expect servants to have correct 
ideas of religion? How can we expect our 
houses to be nurseries for the church, while 
such a state of things exists ? Preachers may 
preach, pastors may complain, but until we 
have more real religion in our members, there 
will not be much done. 

Header, do you keep a servant; or do you 
employ labourers or assistants ? If so, do you 
realize the value of their immortal souls ? Do 
you feel laid under a solemn obligation to seek 
their salvation ? Does the love of Christ con- 
strain you to travail in birth for their souls ? 
Or can you see them careless about their souls, 
n^^lecting the Bible, and going direct to hell, 
without any deep feeling or concern ? If you 
can, where is the evidence of your own interest 
in Christ, or union to Christ? If you were 
really one with Christ, would you not sym- 
pathize with Christ ? But can you v^iu'^^^vza 
with bim who wept over JervuMbkenca, WidL 



\ 



ytni ? it ia quite time tbat some dmrel 
reaigned their offlcet — that aoniB ohnri 
bsTs gaTB up their profewion of nJi 
cbuged their oondoct in this porticnlK 
aervanlB poish, the; are ^ilty of mora 
and tbey lire BcosBBOry to the crime. M 
pra]«rle«a, but tbey never wan Qmic 
neglect to read the Bible, and the; ne 
It to them. The]' go not to hear thi 
and they make no hearty effint to gat 
do ao. Do not, my friends, torn awajr - 
subject and say, vith some of old, " t 
to bring these men's blood upon m ; " : 
haps on yon already. The blood of 
inyieible, but it BtaiiiB doep, it crie» 
demands jnstice: and nothing but 
application of the blood of Christ one 
it ; but if that blood is really applied t^: 
your piLrdon, it Till socnre your refoi 
' inialrea.-'pg in Tarael.hplp 



_.«., aDout salvation 
. «a/ 10 obtain it. Watch for a siiitablo 
a opportimity, and get them to sit by you alone, 

r while you warn them of their danger ; invito 

p them to Jeans, and tell them of the nature, im- 

portance, and happiness of real religion. Give 
them the religions tract, or the attractive little 
If yolnme, which sets the way of salvation clearly 

» before them ; ask thorn to read it, and inquire 

^ if they have done so, and if they understand it. i 

If they cannot read, read it to them ; or road 
to them portions of God's "Word, and,. as you 
are able, show them the meaning of what you 
read ; for many clever servants are grossly ig- 
norant on religions subjects. Pray for them by 
name in private, and sometimes t«Lk.elV^*CTti^\^^ 
and pray with them. Alwoiya \iaNft VJaaxa Kxi. ^«^ 
famt'Ix prayer, and let tliem \oacTv Itoxiv i^-^^ "* 
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Word eyery Lord's day, and, i 
least occasionally in the week, 
are often made so by those who < 
and irreligious servants are confix 
irreligion by the conduct of thost 
them. The conversation of the pi 
carried into the kitchen, and nn 
the preacher has done in the \ 
Our influence for good or evil is ii 
that we did but realize it as we i 
every one look on each one whon 
and ask, " Can I do anything fo 
that man, that woman ? Shall t 




1 of tboas dxmt him ; and " let him 
know that he vhioh conTerteth a einner from 
tbe error of hia way, shall row a mil from 
deoA, sad bide a multitude oT sins." Mulers. 
mirtreasea, uiie! BealfM yam lesponsibilitr. 
Pity Tcmr aecrantB. Seek theit oonTenion to 
Ood. Strire tm the b>1tb&o of thaic Kmli. 
Be determined, that if everj one in your sid' 
ploytnent parish, the sonl shall enter hell In 
despite of your prayefB, efforto, example, and 
Byropathies. " Deliver n» from Mood gniltinoBB, 
O God, thou Ood of our «sd»»lion." 

" 1 VHit * prludplfl withla, 
01 god);, jMlOBI teu; 

AKIulUlltTOlllD, 



" Hut I tcom (h« no i 



lespploolunT*, 




|E always consider good i 
honourable characters, 
a comfort to the ftLini 
they liye, and a blesra 
whom they are surrounded. But 
really good serrants hut such ai 
precepts of Qod*B Word their rule.. 
Bervant will often read oyer the c 
Uoly Scriptures, and earnestly pra 
to reduce them to practice. A gi 
will obey his employers for the L 
he will peroeiye that God has app 
to be a servant, nnd l^^ '»"»^ -' — -'- 




-^tiAt yiw *^, Inii «Iiat jwtifo, tbkt will imprera 
•ad aHecl jonr emplujen. Your life alumld 
pieach tbe gonial to titem. Tliej ongbt to (M 
tlut rctigtoR mnkes jdd mmt pBlimt, indtutri- 
ODB, nibmiui>«, obliging, and tliMdal tban 
«thei saivaoto. Thai you lukTs uiothu gpirit 
in yon. That Jon walk by uLothsi rate. That 
yon Bot SB nnder tUe eye of Qod. Th&t you. 
have that pMcept contjimally before yoo, " Bar- 
Taota, be obe^ont to them that He yonr 
maaten Bccoiding to the Beah, vith fMf and. 
trembling, m niglaltta of gear Atari, at mttb 
CArut; mth good will doiag asiriee, omIo tli§ 
Lord, and not to men : Imeiting tiat lehattoartr 
good thing ai^ man dotlA, lie- tame thaUAdreeavt 
qf the Lard, whether he be bond or free " (Eph. Pr 

Ti.6,1.8). M. 

Bat tlw laliiecd to vhieh -me iriah eapeoially 
to oall yoDi atteatioD, ia ytur rfiri|r to ymr an- 
tatKr U d f^aa-iKvaatL Hoat Mrvauta have 
unconverted fellow -Mrrauti aiiodated with 
them ; over these they naut exeidae an inflneDoe, 
either good or bad. They are daily making 
teat) impreaaioD upon them, hot Iha ijucctioa ia, 
Jt it tha right tnprtMun^ You ought to set 
joixt heart npoA Imnging you falli>«-«et^u^*Jk 
toOsA. Theiiq»eedyc«meimn».\atiQi^«»W»^^ 



worrfB aod littte atteotlonB will oftmt do i 
If you are viUing to oblige tbam, as far Em 
frequently aa yon can, without sin, you 
Boon win their henrta; for kindnesB ia b]i 
niDnipotcnt. Do nnt lie always lalbing to t 
about religion, bnt watch for opportnni 
Walk religiously alwEiya, but only talk of relii 
(iccneionBlly. Make (hem fal th&t you wia 
do them good. Speak a word for God wl 
ever yoa hare a good opporfnnity. Sj 
kindly as a fiiBnd, not as if yon felt you 
Buperior. Invite them (o accompany yoi 
the houBB of God, when yon can get oni 
gelher. OSer them the use of your »iat 
books when you cannot go with them, 
what yon can to commend your miniate 
thorn, and to awaken in them a deaira tn ' 
him. Talk after the serTicea of the Bert 
you havo board, repeat ehoTt etriking pasai 
Tell ibem of any iniercatjnf; auecdotea 



Jk H^tni-it^SbHfiMli, 
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i 



Urt ol» IMfe book, earn io imiihBm Thi 

C km€k,.midpim tiwm tibs tatte. Be deter- 

r mda»A tft'lMve np rtM* mtamed, or ne^ect 

^-^"^'«» of unit maduM, 'nltt'Toa sm them 

. 'idseUid MIsfm on tbe B«n of Qod. Say, 

>4Mi by yoonvotdvind dttdi, *^ If yoa perish 

itt year itee, It eMi soi be- tfanvgh tay 

«6flibQt of alM. if yoniHligotoliea^Iwm 

not be tteoe w w y te yoor 4eetnollon.'' Set 

apart epeolal timeitoiway Ibvthem, and pray 

for their immediate conT«nto> Piay for them 

by name. Fray as if yoa were really ineamest 

for their saltation, as if yomr heart's desire and 

prayer to God was, iiu4 tiiey might be sayed. 

Fray for them when yon sit by them in the 

hoose of God. Fray fbr them when yon know 

that they are gone ont Sabbath-brei^ng, and 

are ronning into temptation. Never despair of 

doing them good. Never give way to the 

ihongfat that God will not nse snch a poor 

/^stmment as you are. God does use just such, 

3id will most probably use you, if you really 

vaA. him to do so. 

-^ knew a young woman of no particulat 
i> who, though not exactly a servant at 
^!ztk.«, had been ; and who, at lYva N^ykv^ ^^- 
</ "€», gained her living \)7 Tifefe«SX^"«^"^ 
s^^n^ to hear a Beraioii oTi% 

n 



■je 



H 



uuf) : uie impreBBion maae npon nc 
" If that is real religion, I am a atr 
By that sermon the Holy Spirit o 
soul. When she began to enjoy i 
self, she became intensely interee 
concerned for, the salvation of her c 
ances. She waa living with a wic 
tended the village church, was a 
godliness, and deeply prejudiced t 
senters. She endeavoured to inc 
accompany her to the chapel, but 
length, one Lord's day evening, si 
pleading with her so long, that at 1 
vailed ; but having two miles to g< 
BO late that the sermon was begun, 
widow heard she very much dislike 

.,.» v^ :_j i.i.-.A i.i.r _i ij :. 
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were all broaght to God. She had a sister with 
four daughters and a son; and they were all 
led to the Savioiir. A number of others from 
the same tillage were turned Inmi darkness to 
light, and a considerable number regularly at- 
tended all the means of grace, of whom we 
cannot speak decidedly. Here, then, was oru 
young woman, of no extraordinary attainments, 
in humble drcumstances, brought to the know- 
ledge of the truth. Her heart glows with love 
to Christ. She travails in birth for souls. She 
labours to bring others under the means, and 
the result is two whole families are made happy 
in the Lord, others are consecrated to Gtod, and 
who shall say where it will end ! 

Other cases might be mentioned, but I intro- 
duce this because I knew all the parties, many 
of whom are now living, and can attest its 
truth. Servants, set your heart upon the con- 
version of souls, especially the souls of those 
who live and labour with you. Let nothing 
satisfy you but bringing souls to Christ Live 
fur this. Labour for this. Pray for this. It 
cannot be in vain ; you will reap a rich reward 
in your own soul, even if you do not witness 
the success you wish. Our members who are 
servants should he out home mustonariM ; \X\^^ 
Bbould cany the gospel where "W« cwasvoA. >t^' 



UUU V«9riou iouun- 

most be a reality. Ab I he 
the other day, referring to tl 
ooDBistent life of a near relati 
there is something in religio 
which it has made in him/' 

If an nnoonverted Berrant 
I would say to snch a one, '. 
against religion by any inco 
yon see in some who profess i 
haye been mere professors; 
judioed against a good severe 
are counterfeits; but we ti 
between them. Do you do 



J 



worid, and glorious in 
..^ a> oome. May the Lord bless evi 
Tant who reads these lines, and make eve 
I what every Christian should be! Amen. 

" JetuB, ihoa dost not roe in vAin ; 

Oh, take what I can never give : 
Thjself must give the power to man 

His phiffered Savloiir to reeefve, 
While knocking at the door thou art. 
And pleading with his stubborn heart. 

" Oome in, thou roppUcant divine — 
I hear thj voice and c^en now : 
Take my poor heart, no longer mine. 

Enter with all thy fulness thou : 
Take my poor heart ('tis all thine own). 
And never leave this humUe throne." 




XXVI. 
REAL BELIGIOK 

|OME persons pretend t 
know that they h 
Others fancy they ha 
are deceived. The 
the people do not know what r 
Ask the first person yon meet, 
religion?" Ten to one if he oai 
yon may often ask many, and - 
know. Some fancy it is goin( 
worship, belioving certain d' 
through a round of forms, an 
TiiiTTilu'r of rolij^ous duties. IV 



.^.o. Uod is light, and in 
US9 carkneM at all. God is an infinite be 
id he is infinitely holy, just, true, faitL 
)od, and merciful. He has dothed liim 
ith our nature, acted in our world, and spol 
. our language, to make himself known to c 
Hen race. We must, therefore, look at tl 
ord Jesus as Gk>d manifested in the flesl 
giving us an exact, perfect, and complet 
iresentation of God. God was in Christ 
rist was God oyer all, and blessed for erer- 
*e. Men in general haye partial, imperfect, 
unscriptural yiews of Gk>d; and while this 
9 case they cannot be really religious ; for 
\ is life eternal, to know thee, the only 
jk)d, and Jesus Christ, whom tb^^^^ ^ 



noiy iouowBiii|/ _ 

love to think of Qod. We love to ux^^ «_ 
We loTe to speak with Gk>d. We love to prtiaa 
God. He is the object of our faith, hope, de- 
sire, and affection. We cannot endure the 
thought of separation from him, or being 
banished from his presence ; the sense and 
enjoyment of his presence would constitute a 
heaven anywhere. — ^This is real religion. 

Thirdly, It includes obedience to God, — ^The 
obedience of the heart, and the obedience of thr 
life. Obedience that flows from love, and i 
performed cheerfully. He that does not pnu 
tically conform to God's will, makes it manife 
tliat his heart is not in a right state towa 
God. Wo cannot know him as revealed 
-— ' T»ot lovo him; we cannot love hi 

-~ *^ u:-~ tin 
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[light, love, and holiness ; or right vieivs of 
Go<l, a right state of hooil toaardH God. and 
the prautical rooformilj of the life to the will 
of God. Reader! are joa reiiUy religiuuB 
Knowledge witbont power will not do. Im 
preeeiona without deiliuatioa lo God Ekre no 
BDOugh. There muat be the knowledge 
Ood, love to God, and likenees to the loora 
image of God., We mnet know his name, luv 
his perfections, and do bis will, or we are nc 
really religions. 
Il the enmity of the hoait must be slain, thorough 
^ reiMDciliatiou to Qod mtiat ba effected, and the 
^ whole person be derated unreservedly t 
^ praise and glory. If this is the true st; 
,^ the case (and vhat careful readoi of th» Bible 
j,^ candonbt it), then how very few, comparatively, 

^ are reailj religious. My reader, 
^^ How long have you been so? Of every mere 
^ talker, of every unholy walker, however oriho- 
^ doi his creed or profound his knowledge o" 
%^ doctrine may be, it will be aaiJ by-and-by. 
t •■ Thai man'i religion is oaiVi." It does no 
^ please God ; it does not bring peace of cun 

^ trcjenc& ; it does not reflect God'a image ; i 

lio^s not save its posaessoi from hell — GsA i' 
jwci ta it ; Stlan Crtres not tot il ■, masi vi ">■'''*■ 
^^»ie£led bf it;— /I it vain. 'Hito Ijoti ^■»"»^^'** 



" Cast, he said, on me thy care, 
Tis enough that I am nigh 
I will all thy bnrdenB bear, 
I will all thy wants supply. 

*' Simply follow as I lead. 

Do not reason, but believe ; 
Call on me in time of need. 
Thou Shalt surely help rece 

"Lord, I would Indeed submit, 

Gladly yield my all to thee 

What thy wisdom sees most f 

Must be, surely, best for m 



(.^ "S^ "^ 



XXVIl. 

THE FALLEN PROFESSOR. 

" A deceived heart hftth turned him adde." 
ISA. xliy. 20. 

fg^HIS is frae of very many in the pre-^ 

'Bl Bent day. They professed religion, 

■M for a time they did mn well, we 

"■ were full of hope respecting them, 

eyaie turned aside. Self-examination is 

^ important, but especially so before we 

V public profession of Christ. Let a man 

e himself thoroughly, and «'* * ' ' 



guide. He professed to rely on tbft p^^ 
The Bible was bis book, and a WSOmd g 
ministry his delight. He was regular ii 
attendance upon the means of graoe. He • 
not only to the sermons, but to the pr 
meetings. His attention, and apparent < 
tion, were pleasing and encouraging. His : 
eye, and serious bohayiour, inspired ns 
confidence. There was nothing lig^t, or 
less, or indecorous ; he was in behayioar ft 
cometh godliness. He was useful in hia tti 
in life. He spoke for Christ to his feOowi 
took a class in the Sunday school, he wroti 
ligious letters, he distributed gospel tract 
appeared desirous of benefiting all around 
— ho was his pastor's hope, the church's 
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What ii done? He ia tamed iside. Ilehiui 
turned from God. The cliset k foreAken. He 
prays tu> more. The truth is given up, and 
lux, if uot infidel. priQciptea are eniliraced, pro- 
parted. Eind defended. Duty is diaregiu-ded ; 
he foela like Pharaoh, if he dues not Epenh like 
him. wllon he eaid, " Who is the Lord, that I 
should ebey him?" The church is deapised 
nnd faraaken. The prajier-meeting wua first 
iieglected, then he only attended the public 
BBTsieea once on the Lord's day. Then hn only 
cnjno occasicnally. At last ho gaso up alto- 
gether. He viu varned. but he deiipised the 
warning. He wfu exhorted, but he rejected 
the eihortation. The world flattered him. pride 
took poBsesaion cf Llm. and Satan i^inad the 
complete mastery over him. He irithdrew &om 
his old asBDciatcs. and from the Seld of labour ; 
as he did net enjoy religion, he could not, he 
woold not, lahaur to bring others to seek it. 
The Sihle was left nnopenod, the voice of con- 
science wa« Btified, the company of the ^oilly 
wasshuuned, and he turned nside to folly. What 
he once deapised, he now values. The company 
he once aioicipil, be now eeelra. Vanity is hia 
diaracleristic, and vanity will bo hia reoom- 
^)enBB. He is Inmed aaido atVei Ss.\otv, "«Vti 
»jDB- ru/aa in bis heart , leajJa liapVvo ^^ 'oSw"^ J 



I flesh, the ltu»t of the eye, and the 

He cannot be€ur reflection, he 
much alone, he has become the 
, world, and is completely turned a 

!* But what did it? A deceived i 

heart hath turned him aside. E 
sented in a fascinating dress. Pri 
was fostered. Satan laid his si 
his temptations to his age, tem| 
position, and carcumstaaces : he 
and was caught by the hook. Hi 
were pampered, and the reins 
upon their neck. He became gidc 
and was deceived. But how w< 
to this state ? He walked on tb( 
of Christian liberty, instead oi 
keeping as near to the Savioui 
He yielded to temptation, first sc 
reference to little things, which ] 
for greater: for if Satan can get i 
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the weakneas of nature, the force of circum- 
stances, and the custom of the times. He 
listened to false teachers, whose business is 
always to lead us to think lightly of sin, meanly 
of the Sayionr, highly of self, and unscriptu- 
rally of God, He read improper books, such 
as feed Tanity, exdte lust, pamper pride, pro- 
duce loYity, lead from Grod, unfit fur prayer, and 
secretly undermine religion. He became de- 
luded, laughed at his former fears, ridiculed his 
conscientious scruples, questioned the truth of 
revelation, and afifected to pity those fanatics 
who talk of experimental religion, degrade 
human nature, and incessantly dwell upon ex- 
ploded doctrines and old-fashioned practices. 
Thus the Holy Spirit was grieved and vexed, 
so that he was given up to his own heart's lusts, 
and he walked in his own counsels. Lively 
Christians were forsaken and treated with con- 
tempt. The cultivation or preservation of the 
heart was entirely neglected. The eye was 
left at liberty to rove and pry into improper 
objects and subjects. The ear became the 
entrance to what was polluting, misleading, and 
degrading; and the carnal desire to know 
practically what the lowest degrees of sin can 
be is indulged, and so the text is fvil^We^/' K 
deceived heart bath turned him a^do.'' 




itn that thinksth be atandeth, 
\f full." Oat clou to Ood, and 
III. " Rosist the devil, and be 
10." Be thoa in the teax of tba 
y long. Keep xt the greMMt 
:p frnin temptation. If Bataa 
liaten, lie may got ;an to kiok; 
look, he may get yon to detiie; 
dpBJre. he will get yon to jigld. 
etroag for etrengtb. GoltiTate i 
m weabneee. Llya and walk 
th JcBUB. Ohea ^aY >A <te 



dean escaped from them who live in error. 
While they promise them liberty they them- 
selves are the servants of corruption: for of 
whom a man is overcome, of the same he is 
brought in bondage. For if after they have 
escaped the pollutions of the world through the 
knowledge of the Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ, they are again entangled therein, and 
overcome, the latter end is worse with them 
than the beginning. For it had been better for 
them not to have knoum the way of righteousness, 
than, after they have knoum it, to turn from the 
holy commandment delivered unto them " (2 Pet. 
ii. 17-21). Young men, beware. Curious. 
critical hearers, ttike heed. Men of business. 
who are much in the company of the world, 
stand in awe. Your adversary, the devil, goetli 
about seeking whom h^ may devour. Let us 

cAl daily pray, '* Keep me as the apple of tlvo. 

^ye, hide me under the B\i&do^ ot >2tv'^ n^jV^^. 

KDreate in me a clean heart, O Oo^, t^tvc^ 
(^^ 12 



I 



" And wiU ye go »w»y 

From Christ, as some of old ? 
Who walked no more, the Scriptnre 
With him and with his fold. 

" And will ye go away 

From Christ, his house, his friend 
His table, his delightful day, 
And bliss that never endsT 

" And will ye go away ? 

And whither will you go ? 
Will you in sin and bondage stray 
To everlasting woei 

"Bear Lord, one bliss impart 
(*Tis not for heaven we prayy ; 
But—let us not from thee depart ; 
No, NEVER go away." 
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QUESTIONS FOR CONSCIENCE. 




POB CJONVICTION. 

lVE I been duly affected with the 
present low state of the Church of 
Christ? 
2. HaTe I made conscience of 
attending the means of grace regularly, espe- 
cially the prayer -meetings and week-day 
sermon? 

8. Have I used special prayer in private for 
my pastor, and the success of the gospel in these 
trying times? 

4. Have I lately used any special efforts to 
bring sinners under the gospel, and to lead 
them to the Saviour ? 

6. Have I sought out and encouraged any 
that are under concern of soul, and need point- 
ing to the Saviour? 

6. Have I set my heart upon, and especiallv 
aimed ai the eonversion of any pax\^OQ\«x \T\di- 
rfdual? 









*l"t^'^* 



and Ibr Idi glory ? F' ^ 

5. Will yoa, at least once in the day, offer up ' 
special prayer for your pastor, that God would 

mofe thoroughly sanctify him, and greatly j.' 

increase his nseAilness ? 

6. Will you make conscience of retiring for \ • 
ft short time each day, to plead with God for 
the outpouring of the Holy Spirit upon the 
Church and the world ? 

7. Will you, from this day, make a point of 
being more regular in your attendance upon 
the means of grace, and never be absent from 
the prayer-meeting, if you can possibly avoid it? 

8. Will you consider it to be your duty to 
invite every person to the house of Gck6c ^\NRk 
does not regularly attend there, \t 1^"^ «yswsv^- 
tonfljr can ; and when ctny oti© Ti\,\.6ti^ ^V^sss^ 



r 



10. Will you read over tl 
Laodioeans (Bey. iii. 14-22) a1 
week, and pray earnestly ag^ 
lukewarm state? 

11. Will you write at le 
month to some unconTorted o 
son — a relatiye or an acquaint! 
ing to bring the soul to the 8i 

12. WiU you introduce 
religious literature to your ( 
and purchase as many tracts 
yourself monthly, and presen 
verted persons, with special 
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THE CHURCHES' COMPLAINT. 






HIS was the complaint of the Lord's 
people of olii, and it i« the tum- 
pliiint of many now. We enw 
much, and reap little. We uee 
iDB, but »e ronlizB but tittle BuccesB. 
ladj to oak, " Where is tbe Lord God 
of Elijah?" We see not our aigna, or proofs. 
or tokens that our God is among ua, that he in 
pleoaed witb ub. and that he is working by us. 
We want signa of.— 

1. Life imparled lo tinneri dead in Ireipiuie! 
and lini. To kuovf that they discover Uieir 
lost cocditlou, feel the danger to which thi^y 
•re ezpoBed, and sigh and gtoan fin deliverance 
therefrom. To perceive that thej are breath- 
ing the breath of lib. <»' praying, like Saul of 
Taraiu. vlth the spirit and the anderatandine; 
atea To diwovei thaX tiwfj wa i'»^'a% -ojiB^^ 
tbe bread of heayea, ani 4«mfm% 'i*' w^'*'^ 
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zealous for their God; not 
worldly, not half-hearted, but t 
energies into his cause. Liyi 
living to God. To find thei 
God, as Jacob of old, resolve 
blessing, if earnest, fervent p 
it down. Flocking to pray€ 
embtacing every opportunity « 
God for his spirit and grace, 
they are all Mtive for God, ever 
proper and appropriate sphdr 
are loiterws in the heavenly i 
the Lord's vineyard. To knovi 
of old, they are mourning aftei 
cannot be happy, will not be 
he return unto his Jerusalei 
and cause the wilderness 
blossom as the rose. Oh, tha 
people were lively! That \ 




ntCkirAt^ Cfmpiaint. 
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l\ VtU IM oitr need of a ktIvbI u we ongbt. 

I . W» an too veil satfefled mth the pnaant state 

I nf ddngB. Some try to mkke the bnt of them ; 

F athet« talk ahoat them, but are not giieved or 
poliMd ti beait hecanse tiia dty is loir, in a 
low [daa». Few feel » Rowing deiiie fbi what 
Ihsy admit >■ deairable. We are onlj half- 
heuie£ We are not deeply afleoted. Our 
dedre* for a teTival of religion never keep iw 
awaJra by ujght, itimnlate na to ri£e earl? for 
prayer, ot lead oa to Bet apart special aeoeong 
for agoniiliig with Ood until he pom uh oot the 
bleuiiig. We are langaid and comparatively 
lifelaaa. Oh, that Qod would thoroughly rouse 
ne op, and give ue euch a baroiug desire for a 
change, that we may get no rest nntil we 
obtain it! Before & revival can be eipeded, 
there mnat be a rallying together to pia; for it. 
Paalors, deacons, and members miut set tlieir 
hearts upon it. and meet together, thoroughly 
in eameit to ohtaia it We waat to he 
ImpreHied wiUi a deep sense of tbe need at an 
immediaia Ttcival of religion in our soiiIb, in our 
churohes, in onr congregations, in our families, 
and ID the world at large. To feel a glowing 
desire to obtain it. Hud, as the result, to x^AH 
together by htrndredn to vaSt. ^sat "A- "^*^ 



iiiumi luiuer^u a uuaugo ; i 
formal, less commonplaoe. 
pray as if they meant ever 
All present must unite. £v< 
engaged. All must be ener( 
one object— even that Gk>d w 
qnickening, converting, and i 
We may complain, " "Wo Be< 
and it is very likely that vi 
except we individually stir up 
hold upon God (Is. Iziv. 7). 
our covetousness, our pride, o 
Laodicean self-satisfaction, f 
have separated between us 8 



^^^^^^*1^ Churches' Complaint. 187 

tians which (ho tiinea call for. Few are decid- 
ing for Ood in oar congregatioiiB ; the work, 
in the best, is elif^ht \ there is a want tif 
daptb, ond spirit u slit J. and eiperimeninl cer- 
tainly ntiout them. Few aro inquiring the 
way to Zion with tlieir faces thitherward. 
Few appear propoci; effitcled with the present 
etate of things. We hB»B spoken of them, but 
where ia the result? We have written of them. 
bat to what effect ? Some are tired of the anh- 
ject, and wont Bmoother things ; tbey say, 
" Prophesy Braoolh things." But how can we 
do so ? The only wonder is, that we can tnke 
any rest, or even eajoy our many mercies, while 
the Church is in euch a stale. Beloved, what 
ia to be done? Shall we hold our peace? 
ShaU we take onr reat ? Preachers nro cm- 
plaining ; paalora are uneeltlcd ; church mnm- 
boTB are dissatisSed ; congregations, in many 
places, are decaying; and where things are iit 
the best, bnt little ia doing. Let us humble 
ouiaolTsa before (he Lord, Let us sciko a few 
minutes every day fo plead with God fnr a 
revival. Let ua Ije determined lo give him nn 
reat until the Spirit be poured upon us from on 
high. " Qod, arise, and let thine enemies be 
scattered," convert thy ioM, Si. ftvi Vvim*™, 
with tJie Holy QUost ani mftt. ■Yi««». ■^■■■'*' 
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\ to be ont of course, and ** we \ 

Surely perilous times are a 
around us — ^in nature, in p: 
^ grace — calls for deep seriouf 

\ I threatened — pestilence is a 

scarce — trade is dull — winti 
poor are Bu£fering — Satan is ' 
is low — and the Lord's ser 
" Who hath believed our rej 
is the arm of the Lord reven 
let us ariM aa one manf and 
truth of our Saviour's words, 
shall ask the Father in my r 
it you" (John xvi. 23). 
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" Near to each other and ' 
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A GOOD CHABAGTBB. 

^JLff|9mdilnblirIit"--Boiuara xtL 10. 

know not who Apelles was; but we 
an told what he was. He was a 
Ohristiaii, for he was "in Christ." 
He was a oonsistent Christian, for 
ho wm ''4i|>proved in Christ" He was created 
" anew in Christ Jesns nnio good works/' and 
was a living proof of the apostle's statement, 
" If any man be in Christ, ho is a new crea- 
ture." His oharacter was good, his state was 
enTiable, his oommendation was honourable. 
Oh, to be in Christ ! — ^this is onr highest 
honour. Oh, to be approved in Christ ! — ^this 
is true dig^ty. Let us think of it. Let us 
aim at it. Let us pray over it. Let us strive 
for it. We may be in Christ, and so be eter- 
nally safe. We may be approved in Christ, 
and so be " found unto praise, and honour, and 
glory, at the appearing oi 3^vas^ ^^?fi>fffi!^r ^^^^"^ 
110 brieij^ oonsidor,--- 



He appointed us ta (his blesMJ 
cient covonant. He called oa 1 
tha fulneaa of iime. To be "i 
be guickentd by hit Spirit, Wa 
dead ia eiu. We have no epii 
walk according to the oouise ol 
are the " children of writth, e 
And in fliia Btato we remajti, t 
in rici mercy, for the great Iqt 
loved no, qiucleas ub togetbe 
and Baves as by bis grace. Lil 
commimicated iiislantaoeonBlyi 
tha Toii^e of the Son of God," tm 
live. Then, thay feel their need 
about Christ, dcaire to poaseia 
interest in CbriEt. e.aii can fii 
they tome to Christ. To be " 
bsjuatified by his obedience. I 
ie i>la(«d to our account, his glc 




givea lis a wruranl to appropriate il. By fuitfa 
we embrace it. God juBtifies na through it, ac- 
cepts 11B iD it, and we ore entitled to glor; b^ 
it. We now ba^e peace with God. We now 
joj JD God. Jesus is precioue, nnepenhably 
precions lo oar bouIb. We Ioto him, but can- 
not love Mm aa we desire. We adore him. hut 
cannot exalt him sa we wieb. We speak nf 
him, bnt are never aatiafleiJ with what we say, 
and thereof often exclaim, — 



Id KUDdB 
And wDiil 






1> Fktlii^r'i 



u thB Luni 



To be " in Christ " is to be ruled by his word. 
CuBtom muat now give place to precept — fflehiim 
and feeling to the law of Christ. For no man 
is justified by his wort, who does not reverence 
Bud obey hia word. The bouI natnrally oaks 
What does my Saviour wish me to do? how 
would be have me walk ? what does he require 
uf me? And the precepts of the New Covenant 
answer these inquiries most fully. There is ne 
need of tradition. There is nonecesaitr for^lie 
direction of the priest. For the man "in 
Christ " finds that the Holy Scriptures, which 
wore giTcn by inspiration ot G^A,*!*," V^'*'^" 
ehle liir doctrine, for i6pTDo^,tOT >MCTWiM\^*«A'= 



of erery cmtfM he pttniM 
honour JeeoB in hii though 
his ooKTetBe, in Mb oolldttcft, 
DoA &e>vi^<»^? ItlB to ho 
he Miffer? He aims to hoi 
he giTe hb property ? It j 
He is willing to lie Idw, thai 
alted. He is willing to ch 
that he may eutH the Savie 
hit vdea unite in saying,-^ 



"Let kim be oro#Bed wHh 

Who bowed hit heftd t« 

Atad be his bononn lotuK 
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time, «lKme into the world in time, liyed, 
Uihoittred^ ttgoniE^d, md died, to siive doiuls. 
He fteiit foith liis ftpodtles, ga^e Mb Holjr Spirit, 
•Ad cdui&aaded hk Ohureh to preach the 
gMp^ to etety ci'^atare, in order to sdre eoiOs. 
And if we do not long* and labour to bring souIb 
t6 JeMs, we have Another and an oppoeite 
ipifit in us; and if we haVe a spirit opposite to 
the spirit of Christ, can we be approved of 
Ohzist? Yea, can we be Christ's at all? Hear 
the apostle—" If any man have not the Spirit 
of Christ, he is none of his.^' 

Beloved, are you in Christ ? Have yon been 
qnickened by his Spirit^ Aris you dothed in 
his righteonsness ? Are yon ruled by his word ? 
Are yon united to his person? There is no 
safety oat of Christ. There is no tme honour 
without union to Christ. You can have no 
title to heaven except you are one with Christ. 
To be without Christ is to be under Qod*s 
eurse, exposed to eternal woe, and to be sur- 
rounded by all the elements of misery in the 
present world. Never rest short of union to 
Christ. Are you approved in Christ? Do you 
breathe his spirit ? Do you copy his example ? 
Do you habitually aim at his honour? Are you. 
daily endeavouring to bring poor ftViiTverL^ \a 
bim? Search, examine closely, \ook. Ti«cctQ^"Vi 



the day when you shall be ii 
glorious presence of Christ, 
with him. 



'Heayenly Adam, life d 
Change mj nature into 
Move and spread thron 
Actuate and fill the wb 
Be it I no longer now. 
Living in the flesh, but 




HOW SHALL I OBTAIN PEACE? 

h HAVE sinned, and I fear God is 
tmgry. I feel gtiilty, and I droad 
the thougbt of appearing before 
lum. I am aniiouB and disqitieted, 
and can obtain no reat. I tr^ to pray, but am 
no lietler. I read tlie Bible, but it produces no 
obange. I hear the gospel, but it does mo no 
good. I know not what lo do, which way to 
look, or how to get relief. How shall I oblain 



Hirw shall I obtain Pejce ? nj i 

, Buffured aJi that Jqana suflerad, in his own 
ijjier person. With him juaticfl ie sttliatied, 
''oi him tbe wliale lew hea been fuISIled. To 
Im the wholo wmk of Christ is imputed. He 
is pBSBed from death tinto life, and ahall never 
come into condemng.liDQ. Thia ia tlie way to 
ohtaia peace. 

But may any sinner nbtoia peace in this way ? 
'Sea. auj siauei. Jeeus eayti to every one to 
nbam the gospel comes, " Coma unto ma," and 
pledges hie void that avery coming eionar Ehall 
be repeived; foi he aaye. "Him that comelh I 
will in no wise oast out." Nothing can uiiutu 
him to caat out a coming ainner No mattf r 
how vile, how dupraved, how Binful how tld. 
how hardened, ban HQWorthy the sinner is if 
he comes he BhnJI be rei:eived itiid receiiti 
cheerfully, readily, ood with a smile Ey<>ry 
one that comes to Jesus by prayer and faith is 
instantly pardoned, perfectly justified, honour- 
ably reconcilad to Qod, and put in possession of 
a title \a everlastiiig life. Now, if a sinner is 
pardoned, justifled, reconciled to God, and poa- 
BOSBEB a title to eternal life, will not this give 
him peace? / thijtk to, I know it vili; for 1 
have found peace in this way myself. There 
must be no reference to wotla, te lodna^. ■"* 
iiaepoges ot amendment, to ttke ift&oto cR -^i^s- 




filamned." This ib u.. 

it, net upon it, hold him to it, 
; Ufa ifl yours ! Savionr, — 

'■ Golllr ™d -"»k, to tbca 1 117, 
Od tb7 ktoolng blood n)j, 
And on tiy ilgblwiiDWH dipm 
Wj Lord, my SaTtonr, and my t 



■, bow mneh I 1ot».~ 



the writer wished to convey ; but it ia 
to a variety of aubjocts. Lol iia ' 

E11T6 you a qnatrel wili anj ono^ 
not" to make it ttp, foi "time flie 
yon do not become reconciled soon, ' 
tunity will perhaps pnes away. Li 
enmity with any one, for this ie cunU 
law, which Baya, " Thon ehalt lova I 
hour as thyself." It is contraty lo t 
which says, " Be kindly affecljcned 1. 
other." It is contrary to yonr exam 
is the Lord Jesus Chrial, -w^io ^^i 
w;?' murderers, saying, " Taftiet A 



portanity for ever. Haye yoi 

!. ] for God? Then take your pi 

I (! is cajled to-day, " time flies/' 

; |. soon be over. Have you en^ 

\'f' thing to the cause of Gk)d 

ple4g^; the preset time ma 

I ji. the purpose, to-morrow may 1 

Haye you beeA reconciled i 

^t peace with him? If not, 

^es/' and you may be called 

,/ conciled state. Death is a1 

' Judge is on his way. The g 

' ' will sQon appear, the. books w 



s^i 



« onlf . can Kiotlw yimr sorrowB, anppi 
~j- — T -m^ «>I)$»,.g)(i4B joot BtepB, conquer your fa 

??»■- Tfc 4ntb. Jm*. "P*! *» r»w- HiB ftic 

"iff* t%SI^ IMII.^f**'"**^^ ^ "d^y oaf, tkua 

npfiL ^r~ ff jp*»«Sfrt *p wA 1^ w». jou »aj 

Iff* -^W* J»»,v'>H«,;Wf ■<*»» W* Cilrietian p. 



■^S 



»Vb 



"i, i( iwt "del*)' t 
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I. 



" 



f \ 



*' Ba it mj 011I7 wisdom here, 
To aerre the Lord with filial fear. 

With loving gratitude : { \ 

Superior sense ma7 1 display, 
Qy shunning every evil way. 
And walking in the good. _^ 

"Oh, may I still from siu depart ! 
A wise and understanding heart, 

Jesus, to me be given ; 
And let me through thy Spirit know, 
Ito glorify my Qod below. 

And find my way to heaven. > 

" Oh, let thy Spirit shed abroad 7 j 1 1 

Hie love, the perfect love of God, < , Ij 

In this cold heart of mine ! fjij 

Oh, might he now descend, and rest, ! < |' 
And dwell for ever in my breast. 

And make it all divine ! 

" Take the dear purchase of thy blood, 
My friend and advocate with God, 

My ransom and my peace : 
Surety, who all my debt hast paid, j ' , 

For all my sins atonement made. 

The Lord my righteousness." 



It 



>^::? 




tiO 



•• 



.^Ctei 







itoite 



\ft 



\V 






«^e 



ixft^® ^ out Sie^ 



>e©^ 



eW 



»ot 



\)0 






ftO 



NeV^tp^jhdHg. 207 
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I 'Wn, lobk'M'whRt'ydti ba'^e left, al inll m at 

' 'ufcrtyoil haw Itiet. Toti h»** «/*, yoo ftr« a 
Hta% «M»i; yob tnigbt fajiYe IMd <ALt off, for 
'ytn bave Ho rlgM to life, fOtx lf« abM:iIut«I; at 
'OoA'a' 061(7. ^0° mlglit havb tteeit b corpM, 
k'lMt MMfli but fDU an not, tbefeftire do Dot 
eotaplaill ! Too bave hope-; tot tn M Vile ta 
joa uny, fli^ goapel Ir^b a fonQilttUoii fdr youi 
hop». BeliCTlBg in Jesna, y6ut bIdb iTill be 
pardoned, yonr losses will be sancUfied, atS 
jOUTkoBlviQl be saved. Hope is a KgM In the 
doAMt nigbt, an ]mGlior in tbe most terriflc 
ttorm, and B pillow for tlin weary bead in this 
trying worlfl. Look to Jeena, and liope for all 
y<^ nWd, for kll he IM iiKittil«ed, for all tbat 
can rM^ do yo« gMid, but—never complain. 
Toa htn« KMifl; nwrviw^ue^ merde* erety 
uMnlDg^-'^hb ««bM merdea rMWMd cTMr^ day. 
AUyott bavb Is from ntbrcf. Tea bm not eo- 
titM by law to the slighteM alleviation. AU 
flovrs to yon fKint th« kind heart of God, on the f 

faoani of the gloribns Batriflce ot the Lord ,l' 

•^<««aB Chrltt. Tin have national merciet. i 

-^^me meideB, and hewt uerde«; and not only nL 

*«^, but if yoD walk with God, yOnrmetcles will 'il. 

"^^j endlera ; tbaiik Ood tben, KcA \x.V« <ws<nvL%« , N 

It eompiyn. To« btne opjioitWiwA™ 



^, jou may relieve the poor, and ch€ 

them ; you may teach the young, and bene 
them ; you may induce persons to attend GkM 
house, and perhaps instrumentally save the 
You may do good OYery day, and do good 
Uttlo cost, and in a variety of ways ; up, thi 
and work for the good of others, bat — ^nei 
complain. 

Never complain, for what good will it d 
It pays no debts, performs no duties, heals 
wounds, removes no troubles, relieyee no 8 
rows, conquers no foes, procures no blessin 
It never did any good to the complainer, or 
those who listened to the complaints. It 
pure unmixed evil. Turn your complai: 
into prayers, pour them into the bosom <rf (r 
and then trooH ^»"'i^ " 
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mourn, then, before God, Wt never nmnnur at 
anjthiiig that cornea Irom Qod; besTyonr irials 
patieotlj, bnt — never complain. Upon vlint 
principle can you jnalifj it? Surely there in 
nothing in God's nature, in God's book, or in 
God'B ways, that will jnatify joor complaining. 
There ia nothing in your state, 01 circam. 
Btuncea, or proapeots, that will jnatify yoni coni- 
ploininn;, Complainera are bad companiana. 
worthleaa chnfoh mombers, and inconaislent 
Christiana, therefore — never complain. 

" Oh, air," Baya aome one, " if yon knew my 
nQictiuiis. disappointmcnta, fenni, and foes, you 
would not wonder at my complaining." Yea. I 
ahould, for ten to one if you would have had ao 
many triale bnt for you complaining diaposi- 
Hon. If yon love complaining, you will never 
want something (o complain about ; and if you 
complain under your present tronblea, espect 
greater. You have no real canae to complain 
wliite yon have so many merciaa left yon ; and 
if you were only grateful for what yoo have, 
Ck^ would soon give yon many more. He loves 
<^ isnp favours upon the grateful; bnt who likes 
^ ssaiat thoae who are continually complaiu- 
^^"J* Some complain of their haBban4B,'A\iB!.* 
~ ^^<^u iriveH.odiera of tbeiICtuldrea,a^.\l'««*^''- 
*^'■ yareatSjOtheraof UieiieiopVo^^i^«i''^i^^''^'^ 



'• wktrefore doth a living man ccmplainf" 
procured all he cgniplainB of. Qrsce W( 
turn the greatest croaa info a bleeaing. Br 
ren, let us chei^ the camplainiog spirit in < 
Belvea, for if we do not it will grow upon 
PastorB are cpmplaining of people, and pe 
of pastors, and both pastors and people 
cleacuDS, and what good does all tbJH do ? 
us adinonieh, expostulate, enlieat, reason, 
]>rBiy; this may do good. Let db look ovei 
catalogue of tho mercies we have in hand, 
the property we have in hope, and then ( 
plain if we can. Hathar let us acek grace t 
grateful, humble, diligent and devoted to ( 
let na caat our sorrows where Qod has cast 
Bine, and let ns have grace whereby we 
serve God acceptably with reverence and g 
Hoar what Goil eaya, and act npo 
implaining will soon die n natural it 
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'■ THE LOKD IS THY KEEPER." 



tceultDeRa, he is 
roiigth; in danger, he is our 
fni'o. at all time*, he is onr keeper. He ne 
tiiisla his people in any handa hut hia o' 
" Yea, he loved the people; all his sainta ari 
Ihy hand: and they sat down at thy feet; ev 
one shall receive of thy words" (Deut. ixiiii, 
The Great Shepherd haa said, " No one b1 
pluck them out of my hand." Lot as notice 
1. Tht objecta of the divine care. Hia peo 
— liis children— his sheep — the whole of thi 
Tn each it may be said, " The Lord ia 
But hriw are they knot " ~ 



f kuc 



that the Lord ii 
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mi iwithav iMam. nor powor to keap himself; 
hat he mvii \» Icepi by one greater and wiser 
hwn IdmMll^'or ba ia »«<VwTf> . Thoie whom 
ha J^ioo^d keiva, paroeiye that ihaj.aie ezpoeed 
Q ftwa aiiddaag0mliuiiiim€frabl»--thflt they are 
laver imISb te 0119 moment if left to themselves 
-that thfif must- fisU, except an omnipotent 
land iqphdd tham— tiiat their enemies will 
riamph ovier them, except the Lord be a wall 
f fire loand about them^ Therefore, they put 
hemaeliroS'into the laord^s hands for protection. 
Chey oommlt themsalTea nnto him, as nnto a 
lonse of de&noe^ to save them. They daily 
ry nnto him to keep them. Their prayer is, 
Keep me as the apple of the eye: hide me 
nder the shadow of thy wings." " keep my 
Old and deliyer me, for I tmst in thee." To 
bem the name of the Lord is a strong tower, 
nd they run into it and are safe. The Lord 
Iways keeps those who are busily employed in 
is work. The diligent servant is safe. The 
bedient child is sure of protection. If we feel 
W3X we cannot keep ourselves ; if we perceive 
^t we are surrounded by dangers and foes ; 
we put ourselves into the hands of God for 
»^^3tion ; if we daily call upon him Vi V^e^ 
^^ we exerciae faith in his ^01^ oi \ftcvs!^»^% 
^iy we are actively engag^ m"\^*«*^'=*^"» 



3rrf IS (Ay Keeper" 

■ LdM will heep u*. Let ca 

IM fVoBMWr. BelieTBr. " Jf- 
■er." Johov»h. in all hia ppt- 
HI8, is engaged for thy protec- 
ththefeetofhiaftaitiW." He 
choet his weak, fearful. Mid 
wilh a flnng. Ho aaya, " In 
uclo her, A rineyard oT red 
■A do keep it; I will wattr i( 
;st tin; hurt it, I will ksep it 
llita. sxTii. 2. 3). But tmWi" 
PBp 11B ? Always, BTOTy mn- 
uHy in times of peculiar triol- 
lenreat wh^n most needed; 
t perceived,— 
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and the storm beats more fiercely, and our fears 
grow stronger, and we tremble and are afraid, 
he again says, ** I the Lord thy Gk)d will hold 
thy right hand, saying unto thee, Fear not " 
(Isa. xli. 18). 

From what does the Lord keep his people ? 
Not jfrom common calamities. Not from severe 
afflictions. For they are a poor and an afflicted 
people. But he keeps them from sinking under 
their trouble^. Good hope makes them buoyant. 
It keeps the head above water. It points to .the 
rainbow in the clouds. To the distant streak of 
light, the harbinger of approaching day. The 
Christian may cry, "I sink in deep waters." 
But he shall also have to say, " He sent from 
above, he took m^, he drew me out of many 
waters." He will keep them from being over- 
come and conquered by inward corruption. It 
will work, and work mightily. It will struggle, 
and struggle like the drowning man. It may 
for a season bring them into captiviijy, an.d cause 
them to cry out, " I am camaU sold under sin. 
Oh, wretched man that I am ! " But sin shall 
not have dominion over them ; for they are not 
under the law, but under grace. He will keep 
them from going back into the world^ and 
apostatizing from the truth. T\ie^ ^Sk-wj \» 
iompted to it. They may feel aecxeW^ VwOCvaw 



■ Keeper:^ 

J conclnds, Dlld«r 
re apostates. But 
f et, who had Ood 
Jertake to keep, b« 

By angelic powen. 
g epiiits, sent forill 
lall be heirs of bbI- 

Ba it \Ta£ promJBed 
verjmembet. "Bs 
) over fhee, to keep 

nci. 2). Holy and 
T forget that, under 
in this dangeroUB 
n hy tho indwelling 
Spirit. Our boiliej 
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loves and values them. No parent ever loved 
a child as he loves the meanest of his people. 
No miser ever valued his gold as he values the 
poorest of his saints. And then he has pledged 
himself to do so. He has said, "i will keep it^ 
Besides, he can glorify himself hy doing so. Oh, 
what glory will redound to his holy name, when 
the complete numher of his elect — ^when every 
lamh of his fold, shall appear perfect hefore 
him in Zion! Not one missing. Not one lost. 
No; not inconsistent Jonah; nor backsliding 
Peter; nor even the unaccountable Solomon. 

My Christian friend, we shall need keeping 
in the future; never let us Cairget this. Let us 
make sure that the Lord is our keeper. Let 
us daily seek his keeping; never going out 
into the world until we have put ourselves 
into his hand by a solemn act of faith and 
prayer. Never let us, for one moment, trust to 
our own vigilance, power, or sagacity; for if 
we do, we shall certainly fall. Self-dependence 
always procures a fall. Young Christian, look 
to Jesus, cleave to Jesus, trust in Jesus, and he 
win keep thee as a lamb in the fold, as a child 
in a castle of rocks. Weak Christian, look to 
^ J)is when Satan tempts you, when, ^oixxx VevcX. 

*%U8g]veis yoUf when fears oppxeaa 'joxx, -^Ve^. 

^ 'rerythiug appGora to run cxosa and couVt^^'^ \ 



A sovereign Protector J have 
Un^en, yet for ever at hanO.' 
TTnchangeably faithfiU to »Ve. 
Almighty to rule and commind. 

"From evil .ecore. and iti| dread. 
I wst, if my Saviour ia nigh- 
And songs his kind presence' indeed. 
^aU in the night season supply^ 

'S^e iw'l *°^ ^"^"^ «>' "^y hope. 

My ^lad Ebeneser set up 

And own thou hast help^l me tUl no#. 

" Imuse on the years that are past 
M^ereto my defence thou hastp^yed • 
Nor wilt thou reUnquish at last ' 

A sinner so signally loved. " 



XXXV. 




THE SILENT MONITOR. 

|S ^e always tiieed odunsel, ci&uticm, or 
admonitfoti, th6 Lord BehtM tb have 
placed preacherd ih eveff aittta^ioh, 
to teach, instt^t, and do ns ^ood, 
if wd will listeh to thetn. He that is WiUitig 
to learn will nev^r h6ed ab iiistructor. 1 have 
often bden stHi^k with th^ thouj^ht, that ev^ty- 
thing appeals t6 iconvey a lessbii t6 th4 docile 
abd spirxtnal ttind. Aa I #b6 riding to Amers- 
ham a short titne ag6, hkvih^ n^ti^ |>ateed 
that road before, 1 was engaged fti notidtig the 
objects of intefest that ptetteii%e<l thehiselv^s, 
and observing th^ VitimbM of miles MA thd 
mile-dtohes we passed on the tiiddi At length 
we came to on^ teile^tone which seeltt^d to 
hate nothing to oomnamiicate, for evei^ letter 
%a8 effaced. Well, I theOghl, h6t« is M. iVL- 
strudtivd moi^itor; This -stoi^ d&M hdt anftirer 
ths debign tor Whieh it ^IW pVfce^V^x^. Na^^ 
it may amsfer abotlier. l>oWi \\. liic^. ta^^i^lW* 



First, Where it stood. It was in the road, in 
its proper place. Just so these persons appeal 
to be in the road to heaven, and we hope the] 
are, in one sense, in their proper place. Ba 
they make no progress. There they are no^ 
just where they were twenty or thirty year 
ago. When we first knew them, they wer 
just what they now are. They talk just th 
same. They walk just the same. ' They ha 
come to a certain point where they made 
dead stop, and we liave seen no advancemei 
since. They appear to know no more of then 
selves, no more of Christ, no more of the ezoe 
lency of real religion, than they did. The 
nro old babes, and need tliat one teach thei 
again what be the first principles of the doctrii 
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thoy itand^ but they should movt on, saying f) 
those about them, "Come with us, and wo will 
io you good." Notice, — 

Secondly, What it had hem. It had been 
once an instmctiye stone, its characters woro 
plain, and its design evident. Well, so somo 
professors. Years ago we thought we could 
make them out. It appeared as if the Lord 
liad engraved the engraving that was upon 
them. We fancied they were the epistles of 
Christ, written with the finger of the living 
(Jod. They were not only in their places, but 
thoy appeared to be ornaments, and instructivo 
monuments. You might hear them speaking 
In the Sabbath-school, you might see them 
listributing the religious tract, you might ob- 
jorve them endeavouring to bring others under 
:ho word. But they left off these things by 
:legrees. They appeared to forget the design 
■>t their being brought into the Church. They 

xadually sunk down into a state of selfishness. 
"*he letters were by degrees erased, and now 
nore they stand ; and if a stranger were to try 
^5 discover by them what real religion is, or sook 

irection from their conduct in the heavenly 
~>a(L , he would seek in vain. Alas, the gold is 
c'( > mo dim ; the wine is mi^^Oi V\>iN\ -v^Vv-x^- 
^ J' arc not what they were ow^g. ^oW*^^^-- 






are t^ere in t|ie Chnroh oA 

are standing idle all tk 

may toil, b^t they will n 

give, Iwt they wiU no% ] 

Otbers may mourn over tl 

bat tl^y are not ajSectc 

ohvol^ l^mber, nseleas m 

oi tbe ground. Ah, tl^^y 

different when I was yo 

joined tl^ Ohnrch, I did i 

so! Well, bat why not % 

difEereat opw? Why ^ot 

|| if you used to work one 

to the younger members. 

signed your discharge fr 




T^t SUait Moniier. 



4., UmnWlu 

'liid'^'tnaion't Btropg v^. Uao; a, 
wdtt M^iwmsaiy before it winild appear 
iLlMuUjriUe mile-Btone. And what du 
piirilitf|il neod ? Need '. they also need 
rnewed. '^ey wont the pover of the 
hffii id be put forth in their eiperience ; 
^t the hammec of God's "Word bToiip;ht 
ffi& far(» upon the coneci(>iice ; and they 
[ime iron (lUpensat ion to raabe them feel 
andiUon, an^ engrave them afresh. Aod 
were pkeed where they are by tlie Lord'^ 
they will be io dealt with. If gentle 
win not do, Bevare meaauroa will be re- 
lo. Tbe Lord will metl and try them. 
II Inrn his hand upon them, and will 
ghly parge away their droea, and lake 
ill theit Bin. Onr chnrcbes need the 
of the Holy Spirit pot forth in them. 
of cnu membera reqaire to be ronghly 
d, for they are utUed npon their leee. 
ly warn them, exhort them, invite them. 
)n them : hot if ie like trying tn engrave 
1 hardened ndle-elone with n feather, 
ig short of the power of Ood will do. 
loly 8pbil mnet come upon na ae of old. 
re will be no effectual wmk , ao ■^ssmffl' 
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A "WORD TO MIHISTB 



[ECAUSE Qod hu plaii 
G that gOBpel which 
I a, mioUtei' ehooli 
, Ds to feel al libs 
from osery plaju teit in the He' 
e\ea ttota that which 1071, " Oi 
fhing;" which h« caimot cOHbu 
is in debt. 

--'!-•, violation of ■ 
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4. Because ministers are to be examples to 
the flock, -which they are to lead in the way of 
holiness ; but ff the ministeir ran into debt, how 
can he reprove, or admonish, or even blame the 
people, if they follow his example ? 

6. Because, if he be properly inflaenced, and 
practising economy, it is very seldom necessary. 
What minister can look axeund and not see 
some worldly person living npen Ihe same 
amount of income without involving himself 
in debt? 

6. Because it wounds God*8 cause, which 
shotild be dearer to us than any fleshly indul- 
gence; and opens the months of enemies, which 
we should study to keep shut. 

7. Because it lays a stumUing-block in the 
way of souls who think ligh^y of our religion, 
and will not listen to our message on account 
of it 

8. Because it contradicts our prefession ; for 
we all profess to obey the word and imitate the 
example of him who never contracted a debt, 
nor sanctioned any one in doing so. 

9. Because it is opposed to the duty of self- 
denial, which we are called upon to jwaetise ; 
very few are the eases cf debt which might not 
have been prevented by scriptaisl twAi-^^TS.'^* 

10. Because it furnishes unprincii^V'^'^^^^''^ 
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and gives Satan an occasion against us, of 
which he will not be backward to avail himself. 

19. Because it mars our usefulness, and cuts 
off the means of doing good: the godly are 
wounded, the ungodly are hardened, and we 
have not to give to him that needeth (Ephes. 
iv. 28). 

20. Because it will throw a gloom around our 
sick-bed, plant thorns in our dying pillow, and 
furnish matter for scandal when we are lying 
in the grave. 

Brethren, are these things so? If they are, 
let na determine in God's strength, that, as his 
canse is dear unto us, as his name is called 
upon us, as his gospel is entrusted to our 
keeping, as our people look to us for an 
example, as our enemies are watching for an 
occasion against us, as Gk)d has forbidden it, 
as Satan makes a handle of it, as worldlings 
are stumbled by it, and as every one of us 
must give account of himself to God, that, 
whatever sacrifices we may have to make, 
whatever self-denial we may have to practise, 
we will not contract any debts which we cannot 
discharge when called upon to to do. 



1 



XXXVIL 

^.VOKD TO BEACONS AND MEKBEBS. 

MIKISTER8. 

lECAUSB, not doii^e »»• ^"^ "f^!^ 
' a i.ry wlemu aad impcrteat 6^ 

they whichpreach the goBl^l should Uve of a- 
S"rb'L.„„. not dctoK 80 shows that m 
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4. Because, not doing so, the minister cannot 
discharge his dnties, and obserre the precepts 
of God's holy Word. 

6. Because not doing to proves that though 
they profess principles more pure and powerful 
fltaa those cf the world, they axe not inflnenoed 
by them ; for many worldly men ha^e too high 
a sense of honour to engage the services of any 
one, and then refuse adequately to reward him. 

ff. Because not doing so leads the pastor to 
think that his serrices are- undervalued, which 
depresses his spirits and weakens his energies. 

7. Because not doing so- hinders him in l^e 
vtudy of Gkxl's Word, fills his mind with anxiety 
about worldly things, and often makes his 
sermons meagre. 

8f. Because not doing so prevents his procur- 
ing proper materids to assist him in his work, 
as well as harasses and hardens his mind. 

9. Because not doing so obliges him to con- 
tract debts, and prevents him disdiargfing them 
at the proper time, which is alike discredit- 
able to him and than. 

10. Because net doing BO often makes jmrties 
in a ohureh ; one party sympathimg with the 
minister, whom they consider to be injured, and 
the ottier with some selfish leauioit itbs) "vSiS&ss^ 
to keep him poor. 




''caiitju not doing bo ia treating tba 
of I'liiist woise than a common Berrant 
nnic; whareaa Chriet baa aaid, "The 

ii worth; of hia rewatd ; " whicb 
should be just and equal. 
x^iiiau not doiog ea betraya a want of 
tcling, and leads conlietent peraoui to 

wlKflber HUcli chorcbea can be influ- 
;race of Ood and the trnth of th* 

-i^,u.-i- Dot doing BO injurea the putor'i 
?, liiid proveDis hia cfiin^»& °»'^ ^ 
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plans of benevolence for the spread of 
el both at home and abroad. 
vcATm&t not doing so, the Chnrch loses 
icter, dishononrs the Lord, grieves the 
tirit, and must expect to vnther and 

)canse not doing so troubles a pastor's 
fleets on the gospel he preaches, and 
a sacred principle. 

3cause not doing so discourages young 
talent from entering the ministry, and 
igs its own punishment with it. 
ren, if you lovo the Saviour who 
d the Church with his own blood ; if 
:e the presence, power, and operations 
loly Spirit; if you value the gospel 
, which Christ himself has instituted, 
ich is the instrument by which God 
works ; if you esteem the principles 
on profess, and which bear the divine 
pon them ; if you would see the Church 
and the ministry successful; if you 
Be sinners brought to God, and saints 
J in his holy name ; if you would see 
)it8 filled by godly and talented men ; 
ould obey the precepts of the gosi^el^^jrc 
»e law the rule of -youx \v?e^\ SS. ^^'^ 
n the respect of tb© tnotV^ a.TGV)xA.«»^ 



■ i 

r 



from yoa, or break his heart; — in one word, if 
jou would be what every deacon and chnrcb of 
Christ ought to be, viz., holy, honest, oonacien- 
tious, and consistent, then provide yonr mini- 
sters with an honourable majntknavck; and 
})ay them promptly, regularly , and theerfully 
what you raise for them. 



" Who can a pastor's hMuct express, 
The unutterable tenderness ; 
Beyond what fondest mothers prove 
Tlie yearning pangs of softest love 7 

' He only comprehends, who knows 
Whence every grace and blessing flows ; 
Who feels, bat never can e^aio. 
The bowela of the Son of man." 
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XXXrCDL 

THK POQ& MAH^ OOUmS JUfO) 
COMMBX. 

it no WMWuiMm; ftlng ftr a poof 

jttaA to be in Inmlfer for bah is 

borxK to iroidite m the sptrkB fly 

iipiNffd. Tbft aHf^ Man Imi some 

tnnddeB^ tiie mttniedl oAea nuon. Want of 

work, want of Iwalth, waoii of ASl, want of 

pcoper remantratiion liar his woiii,— all these 

are at times souiooa of tnmbfe. Hard times, 

luued mastevs, hard work, hard ffpeeches/— these 

Also add to hia troidblesk There ie trouble at 

the fsetory, trouble at the mill, tremble in the 

shop, and trofoblB in the field. Seme tronbles 

come fem Qod, bat more ara the oonseqaence 

t^ <mx own folly. However, tronble ia trouble, 

^^mne fcom what oanse or quarter it may; and 

^^^^reat thing is to know what to do with it, 

</iM)w to get rid of it. 

^^^U, we aie ^nng to lock a\ a |»ar maiv \t*. 

to jKttat oat what bsa ^^ ^^^ ^^ 



Is record is in Uoa s duoa.. ^ 

)r man cried, and the Lord heard him, and 

tved him out of all his tronbles " (Ps. zxxiy. 6). 

f doubt but he had temporal troubles, perhaps 

ist such as yours. A large family and a small 

icome; hard work and a weak body; little 

fmploymont and many demands. Providence 

icomcd to frown upon him, and many things to 

^o wrong with him. Then he had spiriioal 

troubles. A hard heart, a bad memory, a bit- 

Iter enemy, many fears, distressing doubts, pe^ 

plcxing cogitations, and violent temptations, 

'separate or combined, at times troubled him. 

(^od liid his face; unbelief gained strength; 

Satan su(]^^e8ted hard thoughts ; his own heart 

misgave him ; ho looked back with regret, and 

.1 _ui, fnrohoding; he looked within with 
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lid not give way to despondoncy. What 
tie? 

Kt cried unto the Lord." This was the very 
, the wieeet thing he could do. Had he 
I to creatures, they might haye been desti- 
of sympathy, or unable or unwilling to help. 
cried unto the Lord, his father's Gk>d and 
own Gkxi ; unto the Lord, who is full of 
, plenteous in mercy, and pledged to answer 
er; to the Lord, who is accessible at all 
« and in all places, who never said to the 
. of Jacob, " Seek ye me," in vain ; to the 
1, who had heard millions of poor souls in 
ble, and had never refused to deliver one ; 
le Lord, who sent or permitted the trouble, 
irnish him with a message, give him un 
sion, and compel him to apply at his throne, 
cried unto the Lord; he cried from his 
't, he cried with his voice ; his prayer was 
)Ie, earnest, importunate, and therefore suc- 
f^'l. He carried Lis trouble to iho Lord, 
old his heavenly Father all about it, and hu 
it at his throne. lie went with all his 
8, cares, and sorrows; he opened his heart, 
'/iburdoned liis bouI. he relieved his mind. 
*"icd as one in distress; he cried to Ovkft 
isould lielp; ho cried aa on© ^\iO \i«^<ik^ *^^ 
9ird and answered. He -^^eivV. «i^^vs^% ^"^^ 



fi 



epintoal or temporal, or both 
Lord. Bo as this poor man 
before yon aa an example, 
written on purpose to enoonrt 
U direct jou. Say not that yon 

to do. Cry nnto the Lord. Si 
know not what will be the end. 
Lord, and he will deliver yon 
tronbles. Yon have a friend i 
hand. Jesna ia there. He kno^ 
is. He knows what are the efl 
on the Bonl, the spirits, and the 
He has been tried like yon »▼<» 
our Hio'^ ^ • 
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liTerer, a preaeiit God; load porayer brought the 
power, wifldom, and presfinoe of God to bear 
npoQ the poor nwn's caxemnaiances, and he waa 
aa^yed out of all his troublea. God loves to aam 
m ^m our tnraides as wall as our sins. He 
saved Israel ^om Egypt, David from all his lees, 
Jeremiah from the duageon ; he is setving many 
from troDblenow, and he will save us. Bianj 
are this day singing fheir songs di deliveranoa, 
to the praise of his glorious grace; and he is 
saying to ns, ^.Gall iqwn me in the day of 
tconhle^I will deliver ihet^ and ^Aou.shalt ^orify 
ffie/' Let us not, then, nurse our trouUea, 
enoomntge our fears, or give way to our loee ; 
but let us go to our God by prayer ; let us go 
in f&ith ; and let us expect that as this poor 
man cried, and the Lord heard him, and saved 
him out of aU his troubles, so he will hear, 
f^ppear for, and deliver us. We have the same 
promises aa he had ; our claim upon God is as 
good as bis was ; and we have more to ptlead 
than he could have, for we have the dear name, 
precious bloodt finished work, and constant in- 
tercession of Jesus, the High Priest of our pro- 
fession. 

Poor, tried, tempted, troubled, tempest-tossed 
soul, kx^ up; yield no longei to iVj ^*t%^\ 
Itsten no longer to Satan, that etk«m^ \siQ«^ 
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THE FEAR OF DE 

' And deliver them who through f ea 
their lifetime subject to bondage, 

[HERE is always son 
and generally some 
in death. We can 
is the effect of sin ; 
of onr nature. All the circumst 
with it are painful and trying, a 
seen, the unknown, the eternal ' 
When we reflect on these thin^ 
will arise, " If I am deceived ! 
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forward to their departme from thk world with- 
out gloom; it OBhittaii life, and rendew the 
IdeaofdoathdreMtfiiL Thisia wrong, dooidedly 
wrong. We thoiild look from death to Jjeeui, 
and never look st death bnt through thsve. He 
has eonqnered death iat as, and haa depriTod 
the monttBr of hit sting. Nothing can make 
death dreadldl but sin; and if sin is parcfened, 
eTon that cannot. But if we belienre in Jesus, 
if we faftTB oommitted ovr sonls to him, if we 
are Irnng'tb jiromote his glcory^ our sins are 
most certainly pardoned. Qod has blotted them 
out in tiie blood of his dear Son, end he assures 
us that they shall never be mentioned against 
us. We have his word for our aecarity, and he 
haa added his oath, tiut we might have strcmg 
consolation. We shoold trust in Qod's £Edthful 
word, and do honoar toihe bk)od of Jesus by 
believing thai it will save la from all con* 
demnation. 

** But my ftuih is weak." Soit maybe; and 
yet "weak frdth iviU lay hold on an omnipotent 
Saviour, and faring everiastiiig salvation to ihe 
sold. '^ But my fears are strong." Yes ; and to 
they will be so long as you nune Khesft^ and 
look at yourself or at dsaih^ instead of loekihg 
to Jesus. «^BntIfind it whax^XA^M^^^' 
80 it k wbHo we attempt it in cfui Qr«ra%\x^^^^*« 



)(i — ihis will pruvo js,^ >.. 
>ur deliverance. Hoar what yonr Saviour 
Lys : " Shall not God avenge his own elect, i 

fhich cry duy and night unto him, though he t 

jar long with them ? I tell you that he will 
Ivcngc them speedily" (Luke xviii. 7, 8). That 
jrouble will never hurt you that leads yon t^ 
[he Lord ; the pain it causes is salutary, and 
[he energy it awakens does you credit Cony 
ill your troubles to your God, plead with him 
\o sanctify them to you, and then remove them 
Ifrom you; but seek their sanctification first, 
and lot their removal be a secondary considera- 
[tion. Bo jealous lest you should lose the bene- 
fit of an atfliction, for no trouble is sent but 
with a special object in view; and if the preseni 
'-'MiMn (loori not accomplish that object, another 
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Father, the Lord Jesus is his Advocate, the 
Holy Spirit is his Guide, and heaven is his 
Father's house and his home. Qod Is always, 
and everywhere, his Father ; no matter, there- 
fore, whether in the body or oat of it, whether 
in this world or another, he is safe ; death can- 
not affect his state — ^it can make no alteration 
in the relationship. Believe, then, in Jesus, 
look to Jesus, place your entire dependence on 
Jesus, and never trouble about death until it 
comes. It is no business of yours to-day ; it 
belongs to to-morrow; and when death comes, 
Jesus will come with it, and he will give you 
grace to die as a Christian, as he has given you 
grace to live like one. 

But some, from the weakness of the nerves, 
or a naturally melancholy temperament, or 
from bad training, are always in bondage from 
the fear of death. Some fear dying, and some 
fear the consequences of death. They never 
look forward Init with gloom — thus making 
themselves sad and all about them. Now, such 
seldom fear death when it comes ; it is never 
found to be what they feared. The fear of 
death is gone befere they come to it, and the 
dreaded act of dying is comparatively easy. 
I have often known this to Ve \tqa^ «cA \Sii 
fziend Mrs. Chin, who was laleA^j caJ!\^V^^^^ 



It. in yain I direotsd hei 
and not to the grave ; to J 
or asBored bar that at ev 
be light. A gleam of lig 
irradiate her dark mind- 
occaaionally drop into hei 
generally a deep aigh wo 
bondage still." Nothing < 
prayer that I could offer, v 
than transient relief. Bnt 
at last ? A letter from her 
house she died, wfaioh now 1 
" The fear of death had bet 
mind for some time past, ana 
said, *• TO GO HOME." Ofte 
told her that this would b 



...^ uofun to Jesus, 

rmr lOGis vt destti bnt through Jesus. He 

iqnerad death I6r us, and has deprived 

mster of hie iting. Nothing can make 

boadftil bat sin ; and if tan is pardoned, 

tiat eaimot. But if we beliere in Jesus, 

mm oommitted out souls to him, if we 

iag'to promote his glcory, our sins are 

trliiiily pardoned. Qod has blotted them 

fat Uood of his dear Son, and he assures 

they shall neyer be mentioned against 

) have his word for our security, and he 

\d. his oath, that we might have strong 

on. We should tmst in Qod's £Edthful 

d do honour to the blood of Jesus by 

thai it will save ua from all con- 
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-on to ewlMting md. « 

^idta* to «4«y to 

«,l»foreW*ithWm: " 
you; you will not find ^wb 

not 1» vhen near what it » 

fT«l,« m-CtPA tll&t BUB 
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^ ^.m m AiB Guide, and heaven is hi: 

r^ home and Ms home. God is always, 

vrywhere, his Father ; no matter, there- 

^hether in the body or out of it, whether 

world or another, he is safe ; death can- 

iaot his state — it can make no alteration 

relationship. Believe, then, in Jesus, 

\ Jems, place your entire dependence on 

and never trouble about death until it 

It is no business of yours to-day ; it 

to to-morrow; and when death comes, 

!11 oome with it, and he will give you 

die as a Christian, as he has given you 

live like one. 

oe, from the weakness of the nerves, 

irally melancholy temperament, or 

raining, are always in bondage firom 

death. Some fear dying, and f*f^^ 
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n 1 directed her to look to the onMi, 

I tu tlie grave ; to Jesni, and not detik; 

id hoc that at eveniiig time it Tould 

. A gleam of light would u}metiiiin 

: her diuk luind — B littl« joj would 

liully drop into her troubled loul; bnt 

lly a iliiep BJgh would Bky, " I am ia 

Notliing that I could lar, ud 

I tluLt 1 could offer, would give her mon 

ieut relief. But how was it with her 

\ luiter from her daughtei, in whoee 

^he diud, which now lies before ms, aayi: 

r u/ tUalh had bean ramuvtd /nm ibr 

iome timt pint, and she longed," ta bIm 

ui) KouK." Often and often bud I 

'.hut 1Jii;< would Imi the coho, bnt tt» 
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for God to lie^ or to prove un&ithfti]. His 
throne k not uKure stable than his promise. 
Let US tikerefoie brieve the Wood, seek the 
blessii^a, and expeet the feyoors. He has 
promised ns wisdom) to understand our way; 
strengtii, to pteseoute our journey ; grace, to 
subdue oar iniquitsas ; paidon, to pacify our oon- 
sciences ; rijfifhteGnsnesB, to justify our pwsons ; 
an answer to all our prayers ; and a supply of 
every wanl Let ns th^relore enter upon the 
new year taking xxj^ Hkd joomises afresh, and 
exsroising £sSth an the Almighty uid Bever- 
(^nging Fromieer. And in the prospect of 
the aiPdUDua dutieei, painfiil trials, determined 
foes, and bright prospects which are before us, 
say, ** I will go in the strength of the Lord 
God: I will make mention of thy righteous- 
ness, ewsn of tkine only " (Ps.. Ixzi. 16). Shall 
we net begin ths year also in, — 

PmUin/otf How many sins we have com- 
mitted ! How matny duties we have neglected ! 
How many (^portunities for usefulness we have 
lost ! What evil tempers we have displayed ! 
What feai^ corruptions still work in our 
Jieartsl Let us look to the crudfied One, who 
has borne the punishment of our sins in his 
»wn body on the tree, coxd let 'oa vvcrasiw^ ^^^^ 
meanetb for his only tioa, ttad.'\y» YCL\>^^^ic^^Wi^ 
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want. He waits to be gradons unto ns. He 
has promised that he will not torn a deaf ear 
to our prayers. Bnt we muai feel onr need. 
We fMu% realize oar dependence. We muit 
pray ill earnest. We muzt ask as if we meant 
it. Gold prayers will not do. Formal devotion 
cannot be acceptable. We mnst vtw up our- 
selves to call upon Gk>d. Let ns fix times for 
special prayer, and keep them. Let ns select 
subjects for prayer, and stick to them. Let us 
feel our dependance upon the Holy Spirit as 
the author of prayer, and seek his direct and 
powerful operations. Our heavenly Father is 
saying, " Gall upon me, and I will show thee 
great and mighty things." Our exalted. Re- 
deemer, is saying, *' Whatsoever ye shall ask 
the Father in my name, / will do U" The 
Holy Spirit is saying, " The fervent, effectual 
prayer of a righteous man avuiUth much" Let 
us believe in the efficiency of prayer. Let us 
try and prove the power of prayer. Let us 
mix faith and hope with every prayer we pre- 
sent. Let us begin the year by renewing our, — 
Corueeration. Let us, with deep devotion, 
listen to the apostle, " I beseech you, therefore, 
brethren, by the mercies of Gk>d, that ye present 
your bodies a living sacrifice, Yio\^,^n(:«vNi»iS^ 
onto Qodf wbioh is youx TeQi»0Tx«3i^<& ^g^rrvsMih^ 

1 



, ... ..^.. «/^. jjoi US reti 
selyei before the cron, im 
eye of Ged; and there le 
surrender oar peraons, prop* 
we can command, to Got 
there let ns eonteerate the 
his, for his use, and for his 
endeavour this year to go al 
consecrated persons; let m 
are set apart for God, deyoti 
every poirer is to be held sat 
Gk>d. This would be oonsif 
only be honest, for we are n 
bauffht with aprice^ and shoni 
Grod in our bodies and spirit 
(1 Cor. vi. 19, 20). Wo are : 

hnf *V." «^- ' • 



An Inquiry for the New Year, 255 

e^ery moment exposed to danger. Let ns 
watdi ftgalntt onr foes. Let ns watch the in- 
timations of oar Lord's will. Let ns be sincere, 
deyotional, active, diligent, peaceable, and up- 
right before Gk)d and man. If we belieye, faith 
will keep ns steady; if we repent, penitence 
will make ns humble ; if we pray, prayer will 
ensure us supplies ; if we consecrate afresh all 
our energies to the Lord, consecration will pre- 
serve us from a worldly spirit ; and if we are 
watchful, we shall escape many temptations 
and snares which overtake and overcome the 
heedless and unwary. 

Beloved, may this year bring you much grace 
from Gk)d ; may you live and walk in dose and 
holy fellowship with God ; may you be entirely 
devoted, and bring great glory, to €k)d ; and tf 
death should overtake you, may an abundant 
entrance be administered unto you into the 
everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ And may the God of hope fill 
you with all joy and peace in believing, that 
you may abound in hope, through the power of 
the Holy Ghost (Bom. xv. 18). 
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AN APOSTOLIC REQUI 
« Ye ought to be teachers/'— I 

I ANY peTsonB are not v? 
' to be, either in state 

or practice. Some 

therefore we cannot 

improve; others admit it, but 
effort to alter it, and conseqnen 
better for the admission, in 
through human instrumental! 
spread of truth Christ IB to 

Jnnfirs converted, and God gl 
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Soms of jnm ODgiit lo i( fUoIt'lAf ioteacK n'iia 
ale not. To> hiTs long -prafwaed Christ. 7 ou 
bar* had pleittj of means. at band. Yoa have 
had tune to tpare fbr other ptmniitii. Others, 
with no mora mBacs, with no more time, are 
qiulified,. and irh; ihonld not yon be? Are 
jaa ta vea7 doll ? la it bo wy diffioult iat you 
to acquire knowledge, or to eeqoiie the ability 
to commnnioate what jtm know? Or rather, 
ia it not the love of eaeo, the indulgence of the 
nosh, and the prevcdeiice of a selflah diepaiii- 
tiou, that has prevented yoa? Yon ongbt \s> 
be leacbeiB, becaiue yon might bare been 
qualiSed to teach. Why art you nott Let 
conscience answer this qaention as before Gud, 
and in the light of eternifj. 

Yon ought to bl willing to Itach. Many haro 

the ability, but they have not the ■will. They 

ore educttled ; they profoBS Chriat ; they are 

BjemberB of the Church ; they are reipoofahlo 

J" society ; they have a good degree of influ- 

"^■ce; but they are not teachera. Why? Ah! 

''*»//* The Lord Jeeua baa conuoissioned bia 

'■liar<Ji to go and teach tkt nalions. The Mm- 

!-*««» KJB ia to the whole Church, and applies to 

'^''^^ member, Bceording to his station, talent, 

<' ^tmjitj. Stay CTriilion itiowW Madi. ^«*»- 

''xitr-vated with the (mlh Vj p-twwtH* '*•%'* 
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fought to teach it ; why qo jx,w 
cause you want the will. There are persMw 
ignorant of the truth to whom yoa coTiid com- 
municate it. They cannot be sanctified or 
saved without it. K they live and die ignorant 
of it, are you guiltless f Can you be guiltless ? 
You ought to be a teacher. By your daily con- 
duct, by your general conversation, by yonr 
special efforts, yon ought to teach. And yon 
ought to hold yourself responsible, np to a 
certain point, for the ignorance that is in the 
world. Does not the apostle teach this when 
he says, " Some have not the knowledge of Gad: 
I speak this to your shame ** ? (1 Cor. xv. 84). 

You ought to he anxious to teach. Not, per- 
haps, in the pulpit ; you may not be qualified 
^-* fo teach your pastor or the age! 
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consistent member of -the Church, and not be 
anxious to. add to its numbers ? How can you 
be a patriot, and not be anxious to instruct 
your fellow-countrymen in the things which 
belong to their peace? How can you observe 
the lawy which says, "Thou shalt love thy 
neighbour as thyself," and not be anxious to 
lead your neighbour in the good and the right 
way ? How can you obey the gospel, which says, 
*< Compel them to come in, that my house may 
be filled," " Preach the gospel to every creature," 
if you are not anxious, by teaching, to bring 
every soul under its influence ? If yon are not 
anxious to teach, there is something radically 
wrong ; and if you are anxious to teach, you 
will seek qualifications, grace, and opportunity 
to do so. 

You ought to be employed in teaMng. There 
need not be a child in Great Britain uneducated, 
or a person left without an acquamtanoe with 
the gospel, if the members of the CSmrch of 
Christ would only do their duty. We ought 
seriously to think of this ; and / am sure, that 
the more seriously we think of it, and the more 
closely we examine it, the more thocoughly 
shall we be convinced of its truth. Why are 
children left in ignorance, 01 YifiC!i<^<bdL. vss^x \Kk 
the teaching of l^eyites amd Papv&\»,oT^'WKioa. 
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ignoraQce, <» croelty, if you are not teachers, 
and if yoa axe. not teaching. Teach, then, 
'* every man his neighbour, and every man his 
brother, sajjing, Know the Lord " (Heb. viii. 11). 
Teachers are wanted in many of onr Sunday 
schools, and yon oondd teach, bnt wUl not. What 
shall we say to you ? Rather, what will your 
Lord say ? Teachers are wanted in many of 
our villages ; and perhaps you could speak of 
Jesus acceptably, if you would try, but you will 
not, and what shall we. say? Teachers are 
wanted in the cottages, cellars, garrets, and 
other residences, in the courts, lanes, alleys, 
and streets of our towns, and you could gain 
access to them, and set Christ before them, if 
you would, but you will not, and what shall we 
say? Shall we not say that you are verily 
guilty concerning your brothers. They are 
bone of your bone ; they are flesh of your flesh ; 
they inhabit the same place; they speak the 
same language ; they need the same Saviour ; 
they are travelling to the same dread eternity ; 
they vansi, with you, appear before the same 
awful judgment-seat ; they are in gross igno- 
rance ; they are labouring under a fearful delu- 
sion ; they sit in darkness and in the shadow 
of death; — ^you could visit them; ^csql ^\^^ 
carry the light of the gospeV lo ^cBi** 1^"^ 



loucugut to tie wncnera.- loahaTBbef 

enough in lie Church ; yoa tnow mo 

L thousanda around yon ; many woo 

»illing!y be taught by yon; God in hia Wo 

Hid the Holy Spirit won 

VQTk by you. Awnbe, then, and arise, ai 

to work in right carneBt, Infidels are 

nest spieadinf; infidelity. JoatiitB are 

neet spreading Popery. Puseyitea are 

neat spreading Puseyiam. The devfl ia 

nest ruining immortal Bonis. All appe 

earnest but the Chnrch of Christ. All s 

ive bnt thoaa who should bo. Let i 

Irethren, cast away the works of darkness, a^ 

. us put on the armour of light. Let 

iii'ify (he flesh wilh its affaefions and lus 

:1 na begin to work for Qod aa wo nci 

IB go right Dp to the cro 

d there entirely and for ever eonsocrate oi 

J to the 
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seryice in the cause of God. Let us begin 
teaching in eyeiy way, up to the extent of onr 
power, saying, l^ our conduct, if any perish in 
ignorance, it shall not be my fault. Let tracts 
be circulated by thousands; but let not the 
tract be a substitute for the living yoioe, but 
let the tongue, the hand, the pen, the press, 
the purse, the head, the heart — ^let all work, 
and all work together; and then, when our 
sincerity, perseyerance, and purity of motiye 
haye been tried, great and glorious results will 
follow. Churches of Jesus, awake, arise, and 
teach ! Belieyers in the Son of Gk>d, go forth, 
everywhere preaching the word ! Trust alone 
in the sacrifice of Jesus, exercise confidence in 
Gk)d, invoke the assistance of the Holy Spirit, 
and yet work as if aD depended on your work- 
ing, and a glorious revival will soon be realized 
and enjoyed. 




SAUL'S QUESTION IMPROVET 
"What hare wet"— 1 Bam. !x. T. 

|HUS inquired Saul, when al 
present himself hefore Sam 
whom it was customary to i 
present; and thus ought we 
quire, who are about to appear befon 
iust tribunal. We are summoned, f 
must obey. The warrant is ready, and 
is wanting but for the date of the df 




^ «jc acquit the guilty. If any 

{■ ifl chtrgeftUe upon ns, ho will not 

UK He cannot consistently with his 

«rd. One sin will sink us to the depths 

We must he righteous, or we shall he 

ined. We must present to divine jus- 

that the law requires, or we are eter- 

idone. Haye we, then, such a righte- 

? If 80, how did we come hy it? We 

3t produce it, for our hearts are hoth 

md weak. Whatever comes from the 

iwers to the nature of the heart firom 

comes. Now, our hearts are deceitftil 

things, and desperately wicked. Who, 

hring a perfect righteousness out of 

Uuted heart? Not one. Not on a '^^ 

bv natnm i" -^ ' 
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poBSibility of this? Yes, there is. 
deviaed a way, and the gospel reve 
way in which he can he jnst, and yet 
fier of any sinner who heUeves in Je 
could not produce the righteoasness 
but Jesns could, and has done sa Hie 
unto death was in the sinner's stead. H 
onsness was wrought as the sinner's bi 
and it was accepted by the Judge of s 
now called " the righteousness of Go 
gift of righteousness," ** the righteouBnc 
is by faith." The gospel presents it U 
faith receives and appropriates it. It i 
to the ftp<»«^"«* -^ 



.^ ./w, lor tne one woul 
» withoat the other. K justified 
i be incapable of enjoying spiritual thi 
t8 the sick man, confined to his bee 
}e, is incapable of enjoying natural thL 
notified, we should have no title to life 
avonly enjoyments, but should be like 
^y man, who stands charged with mt 
9, and is consequently confined in a prist 
aded with irons. We must be bom aga 
power of the Holy Spirit. The hea 
e turned against sin. The soul must I 
1 to Gk)d's image. Holiness must becom 
nent, our delight, and our health. W 
vre a new nature, a new heart, a nc 
ion; for without this we have no rei 
We have nothiTt**' **- 
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1 feel at times as 



not boiir, or httVD pBtience with 

ac(xiu»t uf ain? do we ptay for 

y, liiiorlily, ia downright uamestl 

lirit uf God, oa the Spirit of bdi- 

iu us. If we hays the tighteoiH- 

9 ufiuii iu, and the spirit of holi- 

ua, llien we may go before God 

f lilllii ia&t OS Saul appealed befme 

md be will infatm ne of a kiagdoin, 

r on us a ciown for suporior to that 

il pusaesscd or Samuel made known. 

ilckly, Lonl— llio teU remuvo \ 



ho appeal! to Jonathan, and asks 
the king's son, "What have I done?" In 
David*8 case there was good reason for tliis; 
but there is a class of sinners, who, when tho i i , 

threatenings of Qod are set before them, when 
they are told that their present course will ter- 
minate in hell, with a good deal of self-sufficiency MT j 
ask, ** What have I done ? what that is so very WV '■ 
bad ? what that can provoke a good and gracious |[i J f 
God ? what that can deserve so dreadful a doom ? 
Hkll ! Etesnal tobments ! Mb bb sent to 
hell! What! one who has lived a moral life; 
one who has been strictly honest; one who has 
attended his place of worship regularly; one 
who has said his prayers with a good d&^ ^^ 
punctuaMty^-iw go to kdl I wVio,\5awB.>^'a''^ ^S^ 
to heaven? What hove 1 done V' 
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requires that you should a 
glory in everything you d 
never be your end in any o: 
motives, thoughts, purpose 
actions should be all for G< 
must be no lust, covetou 
evil speaking, or irregularil 
or conduct ; all must be by 
taneously from nature, or 
was created capable of thj 
quires it at our hands. If 
God is insulted, punishme 
the sinner is doomed to r 
Thus the law teaches us - 
h^: demands exact conformity i 
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rejected Gk)d'8 message of mercy sent to you in 
the everlasting gospel. The gospel comes to 
yon as a sinner ; it comes to yon direct from 
the heart of God ; it comes to yon in a state of 
condemnation. It comes to tell yon that there 
is mercy in God's heart; that he finds no 
pleasure in punishing sinners ; that he has de- 
vised a way hy which sinners may he saved — 
a way in which the law will get all its due, and 
the law-hreakers he delivered from its tremen- 
dous sentence. It comes to tell you that God 
has given his own, his only Son, to he a sub- 
stitute and sacrifice for sinners; that he has 
lived to obey the precepts of the law, and died 
to pay its awful penalty ; that he is both able 
and willing to save all that come unto God by 
him; that he simply requires you to believe 
his message, trust in his atonement, confess 
your crimes, and consecrate yourself to his 
service. In so doing he pledges his word and 
honour to save you ; to deliver you from hell 
with aU its horrors, from sin with all its con- 
sequences, and to reconcile you to his Father, 
entitle you to heaven, and prepare you to shine 
among the ranks of the blessed ones above. 

Now, have you received this gospel into your 
heart ? have you believed it? litt^Q -^^sql «K^it&^ 
upon it ? Do you renoimce aSl oVJast ^gKWDDftfi^ 



I -jxia confess them bdbre Qod with grief! 
rou break off from joni' old habits, auoditcj, 

i criUTBOB, Bud consecrate Toniself to the m- 

a a,nd honour of Jeans ? If not, it it in tub 

jrni to oik, "What bftvB I donet" or, 

I Whyahould I go to hell?" Why, yon h*vB 

oiil; brokea Ood'a Uv, bnt yon hare n- 

ftfcd D pardoD from hie grace! Qod hM kiU 

a pardon, which wu pnxnued at do lew a 

it than the laboni, ■ufferings, and daftth of 

^ deur Son, and you have n " " " ~ 

i not believe the measage; you would not 

k(!pt the blesaing. God told yon that yon 

^t believe in Joiua,live upon JeBua.be mads 

Ti'fU9, or bo damned; bnt yoa nonid not 

:.? him, for yon have m 
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the Tery brink of hell, and yet jon do not 
isTB it. The bias flameB of the eternal pit 
oottflathin ytior face, and yet you cry peiii?r;. 
uw. The Lord arouBe you from your fearful 
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Ont of th« <l»p I or Id Ihea— 
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\fj the luimiMiiti, by tfaa Virgin, or by tlie 
ClniToh i Mlntfon b of the Lead. 

" But if we KB wDKag to go to Jesus, how 
■nut ve go?" Just aa foa ar«. Without 
any fnpBTBtion, Withont uij [oioe in foni 
h^uL Withont any TeeoQuaendatloii. Tour 
■iiiAilneu, yoni mlaary, yonr need of him, are 
raeominendation enough. Too need uo other. 
He leqiiires no other. Believe irhat is said of 
liitn in his hdy void. Oall upon him in jour 
own eimple langaage. Oast foor bouI into 
his hands. Place implicit confidence in his 
trnUlAilneBa. Expect eaJvation through what 
he has done and suffered eiant. In m doing 
]rou are made for eternity. SalTation is yours. 
Tou are at peace irith Ood. Ton are justified 
hefore God. The Most High la your Father, 
and if you were to die the next moment, 
heaven is yoni home. Whatever yoa want, 
^ fo Jeeua for it, for he has it to bestow. 
'*:iatever yon fear, go to Jeena with it, for he 
'^^ deliver you fiom it. Going to Jbbub for 
K and with all, i» living a life of faitb upon 
^ Son of God. Tou cannot go to Mm too 
^^B, 01 for too much. He lovea to see you 
t»o. He rejoices to hear you ask. H.B'^aAa 
,Tir». fer bJeseings upon yon. l-et ini\, "joax j 
'^iecoarags jou. Let not Batwi tea? "^"sq. 



Jesus. No ona can meet my cam ^-' 
a. Uo aaje, " Coma nnto me." He kI- 
[ ctunly aesnies me, that tte will not coat dk 
I will tbereforo go to him. I will ciH 
1 him. I will wait belOTe him. I "3 
hope to be BBTOd by him. I will cry mitilb 
answers me. I will give him no reet imtil ll 
Bays unto my aool, " I am thy utlvatiol.' 
Thus acting, you aie aore to succeed. SiIH' 
tioQ in your case is an certain aa thoDgli Jt 
(losaeased and enjoyed it. Therefore feai ut: 
be may delay to answor you for a time, both 
\vill not refuse to confer the bleasing npon J<tt 
'['herefoie the prophet aaid. " It ia good ibtti 
man should Loth hope and quietly wait ki 
••••■'inT, of the Lord." " The Ltsd ' 
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THE JAILOR'S QUESTION IMPROVED. 

" What must I do to be saved? "—Acts rvi. 30. 

iL men by natnre are asleep in sin. 
They manifest an awful indifference 
about the state of their souls. They 
go on in darkness. Therefore any- 
thing that arouses them, and leads thorn to 
think, is likely to be beneficial. The jailor, I 
suppose, had heard of Christ. He may have 
Jieard Paul and Silas preach. But he was 
careless of his own soul, and cruel to those 
xjommitted to his custody. Therefore he thrust 
2FaLi\ and Silas into the inner prison, and made 
'KA^^. ir feet fast in the stocks. But the earth- 
7^ 5z=%ke aroused him. The fear of his prisoners 
'^^^'Siping filled him with fear. The Holy 
^^J'J^ set his iniquities before him. He felt 
^J^ <DoziTiciion of sin. He was concerned to 
'G/>^-r^^ 21. ot merely from the wrath of \xvevi,\sviS. 
"^ *A£3 wrhth of Gk)d. He saw ^oaa 5^.^^%^^ 
^^^eek,<:3ed Mb doom. He Yook^eOi ovjX ^«^ 
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yoa will be (KmiootBcL. Hewfll nodartake to 
■OYO yoa, and to pwiaat yoa fiBMiltleH before 
the ftM» ef his Feiber, iritb exceeding joy. 
No penftneee, ne pilgriniagee, no prayers to 
the Viri^ or the Minis, viU be leqiured. He 
will save yen himself^ withofat any Assistance. 
He will save yon withcNiit money 01 price, or 
anything thai will answer to, oar may be repre- 
sented by, snch words. Commit the soml to 
Christ, ezeicise eonfidenoe in Christ, expect 
to be laved alone by Christ, and salvation is 
infallibly certain. 

No duties, no observances, are required as 
pre-reqnisites to salvation. We must be saved 
by free graoe first, and then perfDrm duties, 
and attend to religious observances, in order 
that we may glorify God for his mercy to us. 
Faith is the first thing that God requires of us, 
and "without faith it is impossible to please 
him." No prayer we can offer, no tears we 
may shed, no duties we may perform, no 
ordinances we observe, can please Gkxl, until 
we believe in Jesus. Faith in Christ, or giving 
credit to the gospel and relying on what Jesus 
did and suffsred. should go before prayer and 
every other religious exercise; nor can any- 
thing we do please him until we \)c^«s^. 
Tlds JB the plain unvarnished dec^axaXiQ"^ oV 
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practical religion comparatively ei 
common mistake is, that we mnst 
repentance, or a spirit of prayer, or ! 
Sayioor, or perform certain religio 
and then exercise confidence in Ok 
is just reversing God's order, and 
thing keeps multitudes in bondage, < 
and distress. Believe and be saved 
by believing, and then go to woi 
salvation by simple faith in Christ 
you wHl find liberty in prayer, powe; 
pleasure in duties, and fellowship v 

I his own ordinances. 

I Reader, as a sinner, you are i 

danger as the jailor was. Do y( 

' Have you been alarmed at it? 
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] to aaotlieci but tbe gospel 
I yon Unetl^ to CAriil, Somo vOl lay 
tfr— Hme, pr»y — lome, do psnaiice — Bome, 
to do TOUT best, ud expeot OhriBt in 
r to do tlie real; but tbe goapel says, 
IJETX, betitti em U« Lvr^ Jmh* fflrM,-" 
-withont aikiiig wAo yon an, or vhat yon 
assoTSB yoa, in moat plain and positive 
s, that "ym ihall bt laecd." Do you 
(?■ Do yon «ik, "How may I know 
b IB tbe right way ?" Fnt the nuitter out 
wbf by putting it to the proof. Do yon 
"How Bball I go to Jeane?" Oo ae we 
gone before yon, eaying, — 



Tbon msit UTe, ud them idoi 

' KotUng Is mr biuid I bring ; 

Malwd, Eome to lli<w foi dieu 
HelulBM. took to IhM for gna 
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TWO QUESTIONS TO T< 
"Heisof •«« ; ask him.»-J<w» • 

jUBIOSITY is fond of c 
But the curiouB often 
wrong quarter with thai 

. It iB often best to refer g 

to the parties about whom tiiey i 
espedaUy when they axe of age. J 
auctions which we wish to put to 
readers; and as theyare of age, ^ 
go to others, but come directly to 

n-nf\ ftfik. 
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even a siimer may be made happy; because 
his crimes may be forgiven, and his disease 
may be cored. Tbere is not one person that 
reads these lines but may be happy; and if 
each person ia not happy, the cause is to be 
found in himsell. It is not in yoor otrcum- 
stances; for many have been happy circum- 
stanced, just 88 you are. Many are now happy, 
though surounded by as many things to make 
them unhi^py. Happiness stands in the favour 
and enjoyment of God. We must be reconciled 
to him, be pardoned by h&n, be accepted of 
him, and be. satisfied with him, or we can never 
be happy. If Qod is our Father, if Jesus is 
oar Saviour, if the Holy Spirit is oar Comforter, 
we may, we ought to be happy. But if this is 
not the case, it may be ; it may be this very 
day. Qod eaUs you out of the world ; he bids 
you come to him in the name of Jesus; he 
directs you to confess your sins ; and he pro- 
mises to receive you, to pardon you, and to be 
a Father unto yon. Jesus is willing and wait- 
ing to save you. Are yon burdened and weary ? 
He says, " Gome, and I will gi ve you rest." Are 
you thirsting for holiness, comfort, and peace ? 
He says, '* Gome unto me and drink." The 
Holy Bpini is promised to ev^t'j ai» ^^ 
asketb, and to you if you xesWy ^t^vx^ V^sa. 



tlii»implea«mt? la it b 
not oonoern yon? Ib it 
Have you sought (o be re 
sought it in Qod'B way' 
mads the attempt, and ft 
the first Bat why are 
Jnrt inquire honaatly and i 
into the cause, and axamii 
wfll not find the canae in 
it in yoowelf. Ton are 
bepanse yon do not wiBh 
wining to be aa If you 
wmld seek it. If yon bo 
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your death. He does not delight to punish his 
foes, bat he does delight to show mercy unto 
them, and does so in every case where they 
seek it. Now, suppose — though the Lord 
forbid it — ^but suppose you go to hell, and some 
one asks you there, ** "Why are you damned f** 
the only answer you will be able to give will 
be, " Because I would not be saved" Or one 
asks you, ** Why did you come to this place of 
torment 9 " Tour only reply, if you speak truth, 
will be, " Because I refused to go to heaven" Is 
not this awful? Will not such reflections in 
hell be unspeakably dreadful ? Oh, flee, flee 
I beseech you, from the wrath to come ! Flee, 
flee to Jesus, and happiness and heaven are 
your own. Flee, flee this moment, for the 
next may be too late. 



^^^^ 
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see him converted at thai mcMaient, before lie 
left him. He aimed at Uiis. He longed for 
this. Header, fhis is just what we want When 
we preadli the gospel, we want to save souls 
— eveiy sold that heam us. When we write 
and print these short ^eoes that yon may read 
them, we aim at the salvation of your sonl. 
Nothing less than Ais will satisff vs. Wo 
cannot consent that yon ehonld liv« in rebellion 
against God another how. We cannot agree 
that yoti lAonld remain nnpardoned five minutes 
more. We want yon to be saved, and to be 
saved at this moment. Oh, that jwn were as 
desirous of being saved as we are desirous that 
you dioald he! Then you would yield your 
heart to Gtod instantly. Then you would 
accept Gk)d's gradons invitation without delay. 
Then this would be the happiest, the most 
memorable di^ in your life. Then ihere would 
be extraordinaiy joy in heaven, liar angela-*- 
those holy and benevolent beings who have 
watdied you whale in your course of sin and 
folly-^^woQld rejoice in the presence of Qod over 
your repentance. Then there would be new 
joy on earth as soon as it was known, for every 
believer who heard of it would glorify God on 
your beha]£ 
Here ia Felix iistening to \]hi& wsrs^sX. c& 



matter. He thought 
convenient time, bnt 
Felix hu bod nearly 
to roe his follf in bel 
thia moment, nod he 
Han; haTS imitated 1 
doing BO now. Thej 
" Qo thy tBoy for thit 
Bin. It ia my elemeni 
cannot give it np joat 
glaw, the jOTial part} 
present irorid, — these i 
I am not prepared to 
embrace the goepel you 
I bad rather remuin as 
longer. I do Tint «««>• 
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ear to the message of mercy, and thus judge, 
or pronounce yourself unworthy (^everlasting 
life? Will you persevere in sin until you lie 
down in black despair? Will yon go to hell 
dose by the gates of heaven ? Will you perish 
in your own deoeivingB ? Have yon no fear of 
Grod ? Have you no dread of eternal torments ? 
Have you no wish to escape from the wrath to 
come? What will you do in the day of visi- 
tation, when death arrests you, when Satan 
seizes you, when the just Judge passes sentence 
upon you, when hell moves itself to meet you 
at your coming, and when the gates of the 
infernal pit close upon you for ever? What 
voill you do? What con you do? To whm, 
will you flee for help ? How mil you, how can 
you escape? Alas! escape then will be im- 
possible 1 *' Behold, wm is the accepted time ; 
behold, now is the day of salvation." Then 
the door of hope will be shut. Then the way 
of escape will be closed. Then the Son of Gkxl 
will have risen up from the throne of grace, and 
prepared his throne for judgment. Say not, 
then, *• Gto thy way for this time ;" but rather 
say, " I will hear what Gk>d the Lord will 
speak ; I will seek the Lord while he may be 
found ; I will call upon him while ba \^ \i^^ '* 
Surrender the citadel of thy ^aaatV. ^N. ^'Wife. 
(W 19 
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XLVHL 

THE FIRST DAY OF THE FIRST 
MONTH. 




|HAT a mercy that we have been 
spared until now. How many have 
been cnt down during the last year. 
We might haye begun this year in 
hell. Oh, if we had I How dreadful the 
thought I But many who began the last year 
as we begin this are in hell now. They Httle 
thought that it would be so, but there they 
are ; and now there is no redemption, there is 
no way of escape. They are shut up in hope- 
less despair. Their doom is for ever fixed. 
And why are we spared ? To go on in sin ? 
To abuse the mercy that has been shown to us ? 
To aggravate our woe? Oh no! We are 
spared that we may escape from the wrath to 
come, that we may secure the pardon of our 
sins, and that we may be happy both in this 
world and in that wMch is to come. 
This is the £iBt day of the fttst TJiOTLVNxt w^^ 
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« New Year's gift? If so, what sliall we ask 
for? Header, tbmk; w!iat would yon wisb 
Ood to give yom to legm tMs year with? Let 
us ask for fkil;h, that we may helieve his word ; 
for xepentaaoe, that ife may be sorry for our 
sins ; £>r loTe, thai we may deave to Jesus ; 
for mbI, that we may werk in Gk)d's cause ; 
and ixst thocovgh consecratioii to God, that 
there may be no mistake about our character 
or destination. 

What shall be our first effort9 8hall it be 
to secure our. own salvation, and enjoy the 
knowledge of it in our own souls ; thus securing 
all temporal g(¥>d, and escapmg all spiritual 
OTii ? I^et us hear and attend to the admoni* 
tion of the Saviour, " Seek ye first the kingdom 
ci. God imd his righteousness, and all these 
[temporal good things] shall be added unto 
youc*' Let ua regard the Saviour's direction: 
" Laboior not for the meat which perisheth, but 
for that meat which endureth unto everlasting 
life, which the Son of man shall give unto you." 
A kingdom may be won; shall we win it? 
Bread for the soul may be obtained, shall we 
obtain it? 

What shall be our first aim f On what shall 
we fix the eje, the heart, at the \>e^5fflsivc^^ 
this year ? Shall it be on Bom©tbmfe\««s:^'^sw^ 





XLIX. 

THE PRATER OF FAITH. 

*' All things, whAtMever je shall ask in prayer, believ- 
ing, ye shall receive. — Matt. zxi. 22. 

|OME have supposed that this promise 
is to be confined to miracles; but 
this is a mistake. It is as much 
intended for us as it was for the 
first disciples. Look at the parallel passage in 
Mark zi. 22-26. Jesus directs his disciples to 
exercise " faith in God/* assures them that the 
prayer of faith shall be answered, and requires 
them to exercise a forgiying spirit, as they 
would hope to be forgiyen ; which is as much 
binding on us as on them. He says, " What 
things soever ye desire, when ye pray, believe 
that ye receive them, and ye shall have them. 
And when ye stand praying, forgive, if ye have 
ought ag%inst any : that your Father also which 
is in heaven may forgive you your ires^ajB&Aft. 
But if ye do not forgive, neit^T 'w^ -^wss. 
Father which ia in heaven ioxgive '^ovix \x«ar 






***, \^ 



*,Ai^* 




T^e Prayer of Faith. 297 

ind 18 a rewarder of them that dib'gontly 
b: him. That he is united to Christ, and 
les in fellowi3hip with Christ, as it is written, 
' ye abide in me, and my words afaide in you, 
shall ask what ye will, and it shall be done 
yon " (John xy. 7). Also, that his heart 
Bt against all sin ; for if one sin is indulged, 
»ne idol is spared, Gk)d is dishononred and 
voked to jealonsy ; and it is not to be ex- 
ted that he will indulge those who violate 
commands and encourage his fooe. Honce 
Psalmist, in so many words, says, " If I ro- 
iniquity in my heart, the Lord will not 
me " (Ps. Ixvi. 18). But if we believe 
Hi as revealed in Jesus — ^if we are united 
'ist and abide in communion with him — 
hearts are weaned from, and set against, 
— ^we are prepared to pray in all faith, 
der to exercise faith in prayer, we mu»t 
ay for what we really want. God has 
d to supply our necessities, but not to 
our fancies. If we waiU what we ask 
tee shall not talk before him, or offer 
>nts to him, but we a\x«A\\i<5iW*c^'^ ^vi».^ 

Or we must \iear\A\^ ^^'sa^i *Cwvb^ 
vhich we seek, ioi (ie'fl.vtvi S» '^^.^^s.^ 
McZ to the desixft t\x^ "^"^T^^c ^^^ 
u read (Pa. c^\. ^^^^—^ 



([ileading wiin ijuu, ... _. 
fett dosire to Ood. " But the desira of tag 
rlflhteuas shall bo granted." We must oniT 
prn; for what God has promised. I cannot 
cdnBistentlj believe that Glod Till give me anv- 
lliicg. except be has promised in his word to da 
HO. If. Iheieforo. I deiire anything for myKlf. 
my fatiillT, the Church, my country, ot tbs 
worlrl, I must flrat ask, Is there any partidlu' 
promise in which God ha« said that bo viU 
givp it? If tbcre is not, then, la the bleuing 
I lipsire inclnded in any of the more genenl 
prozuisos? Again, Doea the promiae refer to 
anv Darlioular c 
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hear me. I thought if I prayed loud and long 
he would : he does not ; I am grieved, irritated, 
and disappointed. But I ought not to be ; for 
God has said, " First he recondledto thy brother, 
and then come " (Matt. v. 24) : this I have 
neglected; in so doing, I have regarded 
*' iniquity in my heart;" and under such &> 
cumstances Ood could not hear my prayer. 

K we would have faith in prayer, we must, 
when praying, realize Gk)d as present with us, 
and listening to us. It is often the case that 
we seem to be praying in an empty room, or to 
a being at a great distance from us. This is 
wrong. We address a present God. One who 
stands before us in all his glorious perfections, 
and who is waiting to reoeiye our petitions and 
bless our souls. The heart is ncTor right in 
prayer except we realize that we are alone 
with God, or that God is attending to us as if 
he had nothing else to attend to. We must 
solemnly prostrate ourselyes before €k)d — not so 
much the body as the soul. Thus did Abraham, 
though he was emphatically God's friend: 
though God stood before him in a human form, 
yet he prostrated all his powers before God, 
and was filled with solemn awe ; hence he says, 
** Oh, let not the Lord be angty, wA \ '^^ 
apeak." "Behold now, I haye t«LkL«ii'a^'^''i^* 
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80 good, and has prcmiiBed to do bo in his word. 
Thus we give credit to his word, rely on his 
Teracity, and place confidence in his faithfnl- 
nesa. We ask in fkith. We believe God will 
give. We have the witness in ourselves that 
God will hear .and answer na — for our " faith is 
the substance o€ thlogB lumped for, the evidence 
of things not seen ; " or, " the confident expec- 
tation of things hoped for, the perlfoct persua- 
sion of things not seen." 

This faith always keeps Gk>d's glory in 
view, attending to the apostolic admonition, 
" Whether therefore ye eat,.or drink, or what- 
soever je do, do 1^ to the glory of God." The 
first inquiry, ilieiefQre,.of a person under the 
influence of this principle is, when .prompted 
to ask anything in prayer, '* Will this honour 
God? Will it Imng glory to his holy name? 
Will it further his Uessed cause? Will it 
deepen my sanctificatioiL?" And if it is 
clearly seen that it will do so, then the man 
goes and confidently asks for it. True faith 
always consents that the fiesh should be morti- 
fied. It will not spare the dd man, but will 
put him off with his deeds. It will have the 
fiesh dragged to ihe cross, to which it nailed 
the Saviour, and have it put to shame oAd ^aisu 
It will bnng down our pride, B»\i-ViKea*^*^'^^ 
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him, until he arise and have mercy upon him. 
This faith will awaken expectation. We shall 
wait, watch, and expect that the Lord will do 
as he has said, give as he has promised, and 
answer prayer according to his word. Earnest, 
importunate pleaders with Gk)d, always expect to 
be answered, and they are never disappointed. 

Faith honours €k)d, for it commits the soul 
to him, and seeks every blessing from him. It 
leaves the time when, the place where, and the 
means by which, the answer shall be given to 
the Lord. It never dictates to infinite wisdom, 
complains of infinite love, or doubts the faith- 
fulness of the Most High. It leaves everjrthing 
for him, or holds everjrthing loosely, ready to 
surrender it at his command ; and when all is 
gone for Christ and his cause, it rises like the 
lark from its torn nest and sings, " Doubtless I 
count all things but loss for the excellency of 
the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord : for 
whom I have suffered the loss of all things, 
and do count them but dung, that I may win 
Christ, and be found in him " (Phfl. iii. 8, S). 

God honours faith, by conferring much upon 
it. Indeed, he never says it nay. The Saviour 
has put a blank into the hand of faith signed 
with his own name. He says, " FiH vt. m^ > %£?«- 
for what you please, and go to lo^ '^^VSaet Vest. 
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" The blood, the rigfateoosness, and lore 
Of JoBtiB will we plead ; 
He livee within the veil above, 
For BB to intercede ! 

"Sure ground, and sure foundation too. 
We find in Jeans' name ; 
Herein we every blessing view. 
And every favour claim. 

•' Then let his name for ever be 
To ns supremely dear ; 
Our only all-prevailing plea 
For all onr hope is there. 

'* This is the name the Father loves 
To hear his children plead ; 
And all such pleading he approves. 
And blesses them indeed." 




(79) 
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FAMILY PRATER. 

Praying with all prayer. " — ^Eph. 

S there are different kinc 
— private, public, sod; 
mestio — ^the Ghristiaii 
to pray always with 
Whateyer leads us to €k)d does i 
the seasons when we approach 
best seasons. Fray we mutt, if -y 
Qodj for prayer is then the breatt 
and pray we should, alone, or w 
opportunity may offer. We cani 
too often, or be with Qod too mu 
Tnanv wants, and prayer will ol 
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It ifl necesBary — ^for we should acknowledge 
God in our social relations — we shpnld say by 
onr condnct, without fear or shame, " I am the 
Xiord^s.*' It is indnded in bringing up our 
children in the nurture and admonition of the 
Lord. Our children and seryants should hear 
ns pray. The daily deyout and scriptural 
prayers of the head of a family are the best 
lessons that can be given on prayer. It is 
beautiful ; for what sight is more lovely than 
to see the master of the family, with all his 
domestics around him, first reading God's Word 
to them, and then praying for God's blessing 
upon them? They all hear the same truth, 
bow before the same throne, and are led to tlio 
same good and gracious God. Oh, it is a 
lovely sight I It is beneficial — ^it \a the means 
which God often employs to produce salutary 
impressions, which issue in a sound conversion. 
Many have had to bless the day they ever 
"went into a praying family. Then it often 
prevents disagreements, and works out a re- 
conciliation where parties have disagreed. It 
IS also Gk)d's ordinance, through which he sends 
down innumerable blessings upon them. Grod 
is specially present when a family meets for 
prayer : he receives the confessions^ liatena tA 
the complaintBf pardons the sua, ^wA»'*^^'^'*^" 
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acknowledged, so many parties to l)e remem- 
bered, BO many promises to plead, there can 
be no reason why there should be a tiresome 
sameness. Variety generally interests, engages, 
and pleases, therefore aim at variety in family 
prayer. Prayer in the family should be regular : 
some have family prayer only on Lord's- days, 
and some only on particular occasions. Snpper 
parties appear to be the invention of Satan, to 
set aside family prayer and do mischief in the 
families of professors, and his scheme too fre- 
quently succeeds. He that wishes to bring up 
his family for Gk)d, or fo set an example which 
is likely to make a salutary impression on his 
domestics, should avoid all parties or meetings 
which are prolonged to a late hour. Thay have 
done, and in some places are doing incalculable 
mischief. 

Many professors have no family prayer; 
reader, have you ? K not, what is the reason ? 
Do you plead the want of gifts ? Allow me to 
ask you, Have you ever made the trial ? Have 
you ever sought the gift f^om Gk)d? Many 
persons who can talk very fluently before their 
families upon matters of business, or politics, or 
other subjects of conversation, pretend that they 
cannot pray with their famV^e». TVvwj ^5»sv 
talk to them, or to others about \heTJ^^^2PoN.'^^^"^ 
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ippr withoal. Tiey enjoy it, and, geno- 

' Bpeniing, their domeBtira enjoy it wilh 

1. Thoy oxeiciae their jndgmenl, and adapt 

r derotions to timeB, peraooB, and eirnum- 

lOfls. They throw theii hearts into their 

lyera. Their affections are engoged. aaii 

low themaelves. They maoifeat that they 

iuow God, are in fiiendehip with hiro, and fei?l 

at home in hia prcaenca. Eeader, is thote an 

itltar in your hoaae? Do jou collect your 

hoosehold rogulnily around it 1 Do you aim so 

i to conduct fttmily prayoi as to make a good, a 

*■ ploasing, a profitable improBaiDn? Ib there in- 

■ cense on yonr altar tviioe in the day, or only 

• ones; every day, or ouly occasionally? la 
'; there a aweet perfume of davolion, grttlelul 
™ aliie to spiritual persona and to Qod? Bfi- 
»* loved, family prayer will never ha what it ouglit 

* to be nntil we live nearer to God. When our 
O feHowahip with Glod is cloae, iotimale, ami 

' filial, then all our mercies, whether in (ho 

■ Banctaory, the aick-ioom, or the family, will ba 

■ ' savoury, salutary, and impreBsive. There will 
Jf be a power, a BweetneBS, wii b. a^\TAQ.^-.^-i 
'*> about tbem, which must be TeaWtRft- ^ "^ 

' known, and even Ihen ca.iimA ^ icwxv ' 
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AN EXAMPLE TO DEACONS. 

[jHEN Deacon Barker, of Newport, was 
on his death-l)ed, and his pastor 
went to see him, he said, " Pastor ^ 
I never heard you preach a sermon^ 
but I always prayed God to bless and help you.'' 
Deacons, here is an example for you. When- 
ever you see your pastor ascend the pulpit; 
whenever you see him rise to speak in the 
Lord's name, lift up your hearts to Qod for hitf 
blessing. Two such deacons would be to a 
pastor what Aaron and Hur were to Moses when 
Israel was engaged with Amalek in the valley, 
and similar results may be expected. Alas! 
there are deacons who, when the preacher rises 
to address his people, instead of lifting up the 
heart to Gk>d for his blessing, are adjusting the 
scales of orthodoxy to weigh every statement, 
in order to ascertain if there are sixteen ounces 
to the pound. There are others who sit cilti. 
cjsjng the style and action of the -pie^Oaet^^XL^ 
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if they had only been privileged to have scrip- 
tural deacons! 

Members of the Ghnrch of Christ, be careful 
whom yOn choose to fill this Important office, 
for you had better have no deacons than incon- 
sistent ones. Let not your choice be influenced 
by wealth or station in life, but by holiness, in- 
terest in the cause of Gk)d, and thorough conse- 
cration to God's glory. Deacons of the Church 
of Christ, often read over the scriptural account 
of the qualifications required in you, and pray 
the Lord to bestow them upon you. Imitate 
Deacon Barker; set the example of early and 
regular attendance on the means of grace; 
never let your pastor stand up to preach with- 
out lifting up your heart to Gk)d for his blessing 
on the sermon; hear devotionally, not criti- 
cally ; and endeavour to cheer his mind under 
depression, and encourage him when he is cast 
down. Your pastor is sure to be very much 
influenced by you, either for good or evil. Tou 
mu9t be a blessing or a curse to him. You will 
either help or hinder him. A great weight of 
responsibility rests upon you ; do not lose sight 
of it, or endeavour to cast it off, but deaconize 
in the prospect of eternity, as those who must 
^ve an acooont. Li pecxmiaxy qSqcixc^X^^^q:^^- 
iuaJ, straightforw&Tdj and bctvi^xjVqwA^ Vsv^^'^ 
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}od, hasten, hasten this desirable and 
ht state of the Church, for Jesus' 



messenger of dear delight, 

rhooe voice dispels the deepest night. 

Sweet pesce-prodaiming dove ! 
nth thee at hand to soothe onr pains, 
'o wish unsatisfied remains. 

No task, but that of love. 

Is love unites what sin divides ; 
he centre where all bliss resides, 

To which the soul once Ixroaght, 
;eclining on the First Great Cause, 
rom his abounding sweetness draws 

Peace passing human thought 

orrow foregoes its nature there, 
.nd life assumes a tranquil air, 

Divested of its woes ; 
"here sovereign goodness soothes the breast, 
ill then incapable of rest. 

In sacred sure rei)ose." 
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flowing from a new nature. We may 
ige onr opinione, we may alter our course, 
Gk>d alone can change our hearts ; and un- 
our hearts are changed, we are not Ghris- 
B. The Holy Spirit, in regeneration, con- 
es us of sin, humbles us before God, makes 
ry out for mercy, leads us to the Lord Jesus 
st, breaks our hearts in contrition, turns 
souls against sin, and makes us long, pant, 
pray for holiness. All this springs from a 
life, or a new nature produced within us ; 
lat it is all natural. We have not to force 
elves to think, or to feel, or to act ; we do so 
irally, and without any discernible effort, 
see things in a different light, we feel dif- 
itly toward them, and are in a new world, 
things pass away, and all things become 
. Christ is our hope, our peace, our pattern, 
our joy. We rest on his sacrifice, rely on 
B7ork, rejoice in his grace, and glory in his 
' name. We wonder we did not see his 
ity before, we grieve that we ever ofiended 
, and we long to glorify him in every 
tght, word, and action. The world loses its 
ms, Satan his power, and death its sting, 
eyes are enlightened, our hearts are re< 
ed, our wills are changed, out <:iQiiu&i^«&K»«^ 
UeoDsed, and our coTUBe ift Wie OYfi^3«>Xfe ^ 



\ 



'; 



» > 



P 

u 



■n 



it 



■| 



] 1 



r; 



I 






any man have not t 
none of his. The Ho 
in the name of Chrisi 
He changes the bent 
the whole course of 
alters the disposition, 
as our model. He si 
formity to him. He 1 
resemblance. He tea 
that we may live sobei 
in the present world, 
leads us to believe G 
confidence in Qod'a f 
of prayer, he leads i 
helps our infirmities i: 
love, he infiames our 
to the Saviour, to th 
around us. As a Spi 
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with the Spirit of Qod, He is the temple of 
Qod. He is formed to show forth the praises 
of God. He fiyes for God. He walks with 
God. He does the works of God. Jesus is his 
pattern and perfect example. He often com- 
pares himself with Christ, deploring his defects, 
seeking grace that he may more exactly con- 
form himself to his will, and desiring to copy 
his example in all things. He lives in Christ, 
and Christ lives in him. The word .of Christ 
is his law, the frown of Christ is his hell, the 
smile of Christ is his heaven, and the glory of 
Christ is his end. He is a living epistle of 
Christ for all to read, and a copy of Christ for 
all to admire. He delights to honour Christ, 
rejoices to hear him exalted, and can never he 
satisfied nntil he is exactly like Christ in hody, 
soul, and spirit. He is crucified with Christ to 
the world. He is risen with Christ to newness 
of life. He has ascended with Christ, in spirit, 
to the Father. He bears about in his body the 
dying of the Lord Jesus, and seeks that the 
life also of Jesus should be manifest in his 
mortal flesh (2 Cor. iv. 10, 11). He is a man 
of another nature, walking by another rule, 
living for another end, and travelling to another 
country to what others are. Bead&t^ oire >|<m o. 
Christian f 
(79) 21 



THE OBJECT TO BB PUBStTED. 
" Follow after ohartty."— 1 Coh. lit, 1, 

ord rendered " cbority " 
. Bod the religion o! Sea 



■HE 



bv 1^ ?3| 1 lie religion of Inve. It origin sled 

llie loTa of Qod to ns — hia free, 

I^E-t inEnit?, and eternal love ; tiod it produces iove 

M^, in us first lowiird hims«lf, and then toward hh 

•^f^ beloTed people. Luve is tlie standard of real 

f_ I religion, and we just hftve as much taligion as 

-^M we llUTe love. Love is the bond of union in the 

^^ chutch of Chridt, and thuuld, therefore, be 

nealoQalj cultivated, and caiefullj guurded. 

The peafe, the purity, and the prosperity of the 

church depend very much upoD the love of 

its memberfl. A loviog church is sure la be a 

peaceful, prospernua, and happy churck-, taii,^ 

they huBB not love, though Iheto mo.'j 't* -onswi- 

ie/s, WBallb. and qnietneaa, UiK^e v* "QO ^''^ 

praeperitj. The CoriuihifcU C\ia<ci> "■'"^^'^ 

ij'giflB, hat it was defiweat mVu-«e-."WiW* 
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, in many other things, yet, if they beloog 
lit, we Bhonld love them. Every one 
have a place in the warm affections of 
irti, if they prove that they have a place 
heart of Christ. To live in the neglect 
, is to live in sin. To he cold and indif- 
toward one another, is contrary to the 
Christ. He says, " Love one another <u 
loved you." It is practically neglecting 
monition of the Holy Spirit, who says, 
xaJt ye love one another, with a pure hearty 
'y" Love adorns the Christian charac- 
3nces the church's foes, makes the loving 
ppy, and brings honour to the Saviour's 

Vain is our profession of Christ, vain 
stly alms-deeds, vain our mighty faith, 
ir painful sufferings, and vain our splen- 
ts, if we are destitute of holy love. Let 
der deeply and prayerfully the testimony 

Holy Spirit, by the apostle, upon this 

Paul places himself before us with all 
tly endowments, with all his wondrous 
with all his varied sufferings ; and that 
y impress and deeply «fi^ec\. ova tsmx^Jw**, 
r, " Though I speak ^it\i \\iek Wa«^^^^ 
1 of angels, and bave tio\.\on^ A ^^ ^. 

sounding brass, ox a tmViV^'cife ci^^scw 
'2gh I have the g\it o^ ipTcr^^vec-i , 



and though I liavo ... 
remove monntains, and have not ioy^., 
thing. And though I bestow all my goods to 
feed the poor, and though I give my body to be 
burned, and haye not love, it profiteih me no- 
thing.'* How solemn, how interesting, how 
affecting is this statement 1 Can we wonder 
that he should urge his beloved friends, and 
while urging them urge ue, to "follow after 
lovef* 

Love sometimes seems to take its flight froT 
the church ; it even appears to take its flig 
from our bosoms. We can look at .persr 
whom we believe to be Christians, and feel 
love to them. Nay, at times we have no de 
to love them. Wo can pass them without sp 
-"*- without sincere affection. ' 
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4lb llllprt be cMMjrtfl Ife-iftoiild 
^iwiM tgiiart ivAuA i»«ppcM4 to lore, 
#4|;m ft tte/tMifl dMiAy'dfl^imit Iwfote 
iWga ly igkttiBr'tttoiae. l¥io:slioiim difi- 
^oMliftle a loTing i^ffaflt, -MAMiuftifi'lng 
i ilike vwy tesge of God, uid ear »mu> 
d M i Mti ontolfcelKtrdJeiftMiOhrflt Does 
nnto'effade us^to fLj ffrotti «•? LM m 
^ -it ii^tlt'detetBiiBed ettfp^ with ' ptttieut 
Mvmioey wicn -Mtieag oriee fiend tettiei to 
br^elp. ifi'tt onMied>to o«r ntttand dis- 
im^ lAtiK yield vpodndvebtitfloOod, 
be VMQr'fiflnotify lis ivkoHyinbody, Mral, 

re is (IttixxAAe ; it is sever prenid of itself, 
rlU it anoir its possessor to boiet, or to •; 

f«liie others, ift oi^r to etjait -himself. 
in 'piitieBt ; it win Hdt fly at «treiy sup- '\ 

insult, or t)e proTokedbyeyerysfppetfanoe 
;lect. Lo^ is aotfre ; it will <io, <Ar give, 
^ eonfort, or reteeVe, or iKnefit, flUy of its 
8. Lo^ is self-denying; it leohs from 
it leses eight of itself, and wishes to do 
I good, and make others happy. Love is 
1 ; it will allow others to think differently, 
differently, wiiihout beix^ ^^iadi<^^ <st ^ 

ed, except QkA be daahoTKswt^^^^^^s^ 
njfinred. " Love," eayB «a» U^^ ^J^^sc*-* | 



is not easily provoKeu, •.<«. 

joiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth in the tmtn 
beareth all things, believe^ all things, hopetl 
all things, endureth all things. Love nevei 
faileth." Let us, therefore, heartily, earnestly 
and constantly follow after love. It is the 6b 
ject of Satan's special hatred, consequently h 
makes the most determined opposition to if 
exercise, and endeavours by all means to pn 
vent its cultivation. It is also opposed to s 
the selfish principles of our fallen nature, ai 
is, therefore, opposed by them alL But y 
should ever remember that Gtod requires it, i 
only in his law, but also in his gospel. Nor < 
he be pleased with us, if we neglect, or tri 
or run counter to this his holy and necess 
* tTa sent his own Son to se 
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Jl these call for love. They unite, and with 
>ne strong, energetic, and solemn voice they cry, 
' Follow after love." All admire love. It is 
he most powerful instrument we can wield, 
i^ould we spread the truth ? Would we con- 
quer the enemies of the gospel? Would we 
¥in over the young to the cause of God? 
^ould we silence gainsayers? Would we 
dose the mouths of infidels ? Would we effec- 
nally conquer Rome ? In one word, would we 
lonour God, exalt Jesus, sow to the Spirit, heal 
;he wounds of the Church, make a good impres- 
ion on the world, or he really happy ourselves, 
t must be effected by love. We must, one 
ind all, in public and private, by searching 
he heart, by pleading with God, by denying 
;elf, by using all the means which God has ap- 
x>inted or the gospel furnished, "folUno n^fter 

Header, is love an object of admiration with 
/ovL? Does it appear qb most desirable, not 
>nly in others, but also in yourself? Do you 
ligh, cry, pray, and pant for it? Are you 
nouming over the want of it in others, but 
ispecially in yourself? Is it the object of your 
pursuit ? Or can you indulge in unlovely tem- 
pers, use and sanction haiih. asA xiisiO^vc^^s^^ 
xpresaiona, and live in a eta^/e ^ i\^fiso»^^«8^ 
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profession is nui. ^. 

Christianity may be emfaraced, anu x.^ 
self be rejected. A change may take place 
a man's conduct, and yet there may be 
change in his heart. We may be moral, 
not spiritoal ; amiable, bnt not holy ; ot 
creatures than we wore, but not new create 
in Christ Jesus. We are for Christ, or for < 
selves. We are saints, or sinners. We 
believers, or infidels. We have the life of 
within us, or we are dead in trespasses and 
We have passed from death unto life, or w 
under condemnation. Christ is in us, c 
are reprobates. Which is it? Ah, wh 
it ? Eternity may depend on the reply. 
search us as with candles ; and do wha 
-*^ ns. only make U9 Chriitiam ind 
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OBJECT TO BB PUKSUED. 
ow after charity."' — 1 Cor. xiv. 1. 

B word rendered " charity " is 
love ; and the religion of Jobub is 
the religion of love. It originated 
in the loTe of God to us — ^his free, 
. eternal love ; and it produces love 
ward himself, and then toward his 
pie. Love is the standard of real 
I we just have as much religion as 
u Love is the bond of union in the 
Dhrist, and should, therefore, be 
iltivated, and careftilly guarded, 
he purity, and the prosperity of the 
)nd very much upon the love of 
A loving church is sure to be a 
nperous, and happy church ; but if 
yt Jove, thougli iheie m«^ \» "Oisswir 
and quiolneaa, ttifcxe V^ "a^ \rafe 
riie CoiintbiaiiC\i\ac\iA\>oxxT.\^^ 

was deficient in \o^o '. ^^^^"^ "^ 



LIV. 
MAT AND MUST ; 

OB, PBESENT AND FUTUBE. 

[HE present differs very materi( 
from the future — ^there are mi 
things which we may do now, 
there are many which we mtui 
by-and-by. We may refuse to come to 
Lord Jesus Christ now, that we may have 
but if we do, we must suffer the bitter pan| 
""" *''^'' ovAT reap the due d 
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us in the gospel ; bnt we must endure what his 
justice awards in another world, if we do. Ho 
that ufiU not he saved by free grace, must bo 
punished with everlasting destruction from tho 
presence of the Lord, and from the glory of his 
power. 

We may he saved now ; but if we are not, wo 
mu9t be lost for ever. We may become the 
friends of God now ; but if we do not, we must 
be treated as his enemies for ever. We may bt) 
united to the peieon of Jesus here ; but if we 
are not, we must be banished from his prcscneo 
in another world. The future depends on the 
present. As we sow, we reap. As we treat God 
now, he will treat us another day. He bears 
with us at present, he is loath to punish us ; 
but mercy has its bounds, and forbearance has 
its limits. When these are reached, then all is 
over, for then nothing remains but " a certain 
fearful looking for of judgment and fiery 
indignation." When once God gives us up, all 
is over. When he says, " Let him alone," our 
destiny is fixed. Bnt this is never done until 
justice requires it. If a man will not be e.«.v<i.<\, 
ought be not to be left to t\ie cwve.^o^w^^'ye^ v>\ 
MB own choice and deteTm\iiV3L\.\oTv*> V^^^^ "^^^ 
refuse tobear God's voice, to \\a\cTi.\.ci\v\^ '^''^^^^ 
w&rninga, or to accept Ma \oV\tv^ \yvnA^^^ 



I 



this be right ? When lara 
to his voice, he gave them n 
And shaJI Qod act dlffeic 
what he did towards his o\ 
You stand on solemn grou 
requires the most serioi 
judgment, and eternity ar( 
eternal hell, an eternal 
them most be your portic 
heaven ; but if you will nol 
If you go to hell, it will be 
walk in the way to it — ai 
preference to walking in 
God will never send you 1 
finds you in the way to it ; 
can you exi>ect but to ar: 
which you liave been joi 
What can you expect from 



', Prescnl and Future. 
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just ? What 1 voTk liiud ic tiie ways of bid for 
tnauty, foct; , or sixty yeare, with, tha eipiaaa- 
luidentaiuUiig that the wagea of biu. is death, 
and tben floy it ia oot just to be paid tlia wagea 
for nhicli yon have bo toag, bo diligently, and so 
dolerminedly latiouiedl la this cousiatent? 
If yon iii&l do lliu work, expeoL ti)e wages. If 
you uiU travel llie ruaj, eijiact to arrive at the 
end to which it leads. If ymi laill live Goil's 
euemyj do notexi>ectto be treated as if you hod 
heea his &ieud. No, no; bBcaitsiEteiit. If you. 
wish to go Id he^yeo, take the road tlint leads 
to it, and be Buia yon take the d(>;ht road. If 
joa wish to dwell with God iu another norld, 
be leoonciled to him, in this. Kyouniiih \a be 
happy in eteraily, then seek to be holy in time. 
Well, friend, how ia it t« be ? Inu waji go 

/on in sin, or you may repeat and turn to God. 
Tou may mject the Sariour, or yon mail receive 
him aa God's free giil. Ton may come to Jesns 
a*id have life, or you may refuse to do so, and 
"A.sk into eternal death. God bath set before 
■*^*50 inhia Word the way of life and the way of 
.^*«aiii, therefore choose life, that you may live. 
^^^5 laaa opened a way for ainiie'K.V'j &» Miciv 
^^ '« <jf iia dear Son ; and ha is -wiKvn?, ^>i ^"-'^*' 
*»'i 'Moly Sj-irit to flinneiB, il ftw.-^ -^""^ "^^^™- ''^ 
"■v«ii( prayer. Tou moa^be ^b.^^'S ■.V^'^'''^^ 



great responsibility ; yuu ... 
for the most solemn consideration. 1 ou t*^, , 
and therefore should bless Qcd for his kindness ; 
you mustf and therefore beware how yon trifle 
with his grace. You may-^h, seize and im- 
prove the opportunity ! you mtut — oh, flee, flee 
from the wrath to come ! Ton may — oh, lose 
not one moment, for there is no time to spare ! 
you must — oh, delay not, for delays have landed 
thousands in hell I ** We mutt all appear be- 
fore the judgment-seat of Christ." The Scrip 
tnres must be fulfilled. Qod must be faithfii 
We must repent of sin, believe on the Lor 
Jesus Christ, and come unto God by him, 

WE AEE UNDONE FOB EVER. 

" '^ hyvi my inmost soul convert, 

-— ♦hniifht.fnl hAArt 
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PREPARED FOR THE WORST. 




AM prepared for the worst," said 
a yonng man, as he went off on a 
joamey, with his greatcoat, wrap- 
per, and umbrella. And in the 
se in which he used the words, he was, as 
only referred to a little cold or rain. But 
words may be taken in a much more im- 
tant seme, and even then there are some 
3 can say, *' I am prepared for the worst." 
lat is the worst ? and what is it to be pre- 
ed for the worst? These are very important, 
cresting, and solemn questions. Let us look 
hem for a few moments. 
)eath! Is that the worst? So perhaps 
le would think. It is the most solemn event 
t can happen to us in this world. It has 
Q called " the king of tenoT^;" «sA'''' ^^^ ^^ 
ble things " it has been bov^ \jo\«>'' Vioa \ftR«N. 
yle." Weil, death, in one* -r^^^ "^'^"^^rvTe. 
is the enemy oi ox^ ^^^ 
22 



hiDg. It 
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course. It ends his existence in the presen 
state. It introduceB him to an unseen world 
to an unknown state of existence. It termi 
nates his plans, schemes, and pleasuros, VDf 
puts his. purposes and pretensions to the ter 
It is very solemn. Are we prepared fbr it 
Except onr sins are piardoned, oar nature 
renewed, and onr donls reconciled to Qod, n 
cannot he. Sin is the sting of death. 1 
gives it power to .injure us, to wound us, f 
destroy our brightest hopes. If- it reign in u 
it will ruin us. If death finds ub in an unpa 
doned state, it >will be dreadful. But if^ throat 
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grave, axid iHtrodnceB the soul to God and 
glory. 

Judgment ! Ib standing before ^e jndgment- 
Beat the worst ? :So some would say. And it 
is enough to awaken the most Berions thonghts, 
and arouse ten thousand fears. To appear be- 
fore divine justice, represented by the Son of 
God, whose eyes are as a flame of fire, to give 
an account of our conduct, or rather miscon- 
duct, for twenty, or forty, or sixty years-^how 
solemn! how fearful this! To account for sins 
Against the best of beings, against the plainest 
precepts, for so many years, and to feel that we 
iiave not the least excuse to offer for our con- 
duct! He never provoked us by his conduct 
towards us, or injured us in 'his dealings with 
us. We sinned just because we would sin ; and 
we persevered in sin because we perversely 
preferred doing so, to obeying his wise and 
holy precepts. He has commanded us to pre- 
pare to give an account in his Word; he appre- 
hends by his officer deeiJi ; and he will summon 
us to appear before his bar by the sound of the 
archangel's trumpet. Are we prepared for'this? 
We may be, hut a/re wef If so, we have^mbraced 
the Saviour, and are justified through his 
finished work. We have sought and. lecAvt^k^ 
the Eoly Spirit, and are BMic\i&ib^ \y3 ^^^ 



But is this the case ? if ^ 
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to answer for, we are nndo 
obtained a pardon — we ^ 
we applied for it while Jef 
of grace; but we neglectei 
the door of hope is shut, 1 
vacated, and mercy has g 
That we have one sin lai 
accounted for by ourselves, 
our own fault. God was ri 
was exalted to give repen 
sion of sins. We were ass' 
tliat by him all that belie 
all things. But if we wc 
that we might have li 
receive the pardon prcs( 
reconciliation promised, • 
might have been pardor 
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Hell! This is the worst. Nothing can be 
compared to hell. What is it bnt the wrath of 
God endured, the endless lashings of a guilty- 
conscience experienced, the desert of sin inflicted 
upon the sinner ? In hell, black despair reigns, 
remorse is eternally felt, and pain and agony 
mnst be eternally endnred. In hell, justice 
appears in all its terrible majesty, mercy is for 
eyer excluded, and sinners are left to torment 
themselves, and to be tormented by Satan and 
his angels without end. Header, are you pre- 
pared for this? Can thine heart endure, and 
can thy hands be strong, in the day that Gkxl 
shall deal with thee? WUlyouffotoMlf This 
question is proposed to you every time you hear 
the gospel. Will you go to hellf This question 
I most solemnly ask you now. You need not, 
for there is a way of escape. You need not, for 
God is good, and ready to forgive. You need 
not, for the blood of Jesus Christ cleanseth from 
all sin. You need not, for " the Spirit and the 
bride say, Come . . . and take of the fountain of 
the water of life freely." But if you refuse to 
come, I protest unto you that you shall surely 
perish. If you reject the Saviour, I ask you, in 
his own words, " How shall you escape the 

DAMNATION OF HELL?" Aie ^OU ^1«^«5SA \Si 

linger eternally in endlesB psima*^ ^^^ ^^^ 
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JPPOSE I 8H0DLD DIE SUDDENLY. 
igrvil BUDDEN doath ia a very solemn 

I Bb1^B« jg ^g ready." It remiiid* us tliut 
I time is sbort. That life ia imcertain. That 
I deatJa is near. That eternity is just at liaod. 
That there ia onl^ a, thin veil betncen us and 
the eternal world. That ve inny he collod Liway 
at any mocoent. That dying is going the way 
wlience we shall not return. Denth is always 
aolemn! sudden death ia peculiarly bo. It 
ghould make us serioosi It should lead to re- 
flection. Let me, then, direct my^thoughta lo 
it for a few minulea. 

Suppott I thould die tuddenljj. I may. There 
ia no aeciaitj against it. It \b yyaSdia-* ^'*' 
probable; — bat wliat tenActa \\.uk5^i!«*^* ■ 

lo push UB to tUe lomb." 



It an eyeub uj uo vui\y«.^w^ — . 
or only on acconnt of others? To the trn 
Christian, sudden death is sndden glory. Th 
soul departs to be with Christ, which is ft 
better than remaining here. But would th^ 
be my case? Am I in Christ? Is Christ fous 
in my heart the hope of glory? Is my bod 
the temple of the Holy Spirit? Am I boi 
again? Solemn inquiries these I Without 
new birth there can be no salvation. . Jes 
has most distinctly and positively declared 
His words are peculiarly solemn and strikii 
May they sink down deep into our hear 
" Verily, verily, I say unto thee. Except a m 
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% nidle deoeifad I7 iiieh a 

I iMfiUr. aie (raddBDly, whst dMdfU 
iVvoold ftUoirJ Booh a nifatake 
'IwiMtifled. Th6 effects of it must 
ftv erw. How Terj itrange it is 
•fOia TCsk satisfled one hour niUioat 
iHsBoe that ire are bora agsin, when 
l#-lhst we may die suddenly, and that 
Mllb bur state is fixed for ever ! 
MP / AouM iU mddmkf to-dajf, I may. 
I do» where shall I spend tiiis night? 

■ban I be to-monow? What will be 
rtion fat ever? Jesus t^lls ns ef one 
this life had everything his heart oonld 
Ad to warn ns against ne^eeting the 
Ule feasting the body, he nttais these 

words: ** The rich man died, and was 
; and in hell he lift up his.6yes, being in 
ts." I doubt not bat he was taken by 
b; he never thonght that he shoidd sink 
U. I dare say that none of his liriends 

so nnohariti^y, or rather so jnstly, as 
Kwe that he was liftfaig np his eyes, in 
ing in tarments. Bni it w«a «6\ «^Vtoi^ 
smenis now, and in l^hesA \aEi&«B^»^^ 
ainforeTer. Ofeaxlolc»M\ ^&b&.^^ 
»? Is it poaalbls that %^ ^^^^'t 
fluit of any one ueaxVy tfJ^^^^ 



a relative on the ioima .. 
M meeting it mnst be to meet nmte ^ 
dear relatives in hell, and yet it isoonatai 
taking place! If I go to hell, whom sha] 
meet there? If my relatives go to heU, < 
they oast any part of the Uame on me? H 
I warned! them? Have I done all I cao 
prevent so fearftil a doom? Oonsoienoe 
charge; thee be honest, in answering me, B 
I done all I can to prevent' my relatives 1 
going to that place of torment ? 

/ may dii tuddenly. Then let me see 
at once that all is right for eternity. Jj 
make sure work. Let there be no procrf 
tion. Let there be no excuses indulged 
me never rest satisfied another night ^ 
"•^-Jat. repentance toward Gn 



If^ 
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and the next, to be in the presence of God, 
angels, and glorified saints ! To be free from 
sin, sorrow, care, and trouble — ^beyond the reach 
of doubt, fear, and the enemy of the sotd — and 
to enjoy certainty, satisfaction, and the fulness 
of joy for ever! But the alternative! Ah, the 
alternative ! If I die suddenly, and die out of 
Christ — if I die unsanctified and unsaved — ^how 
dreadful even the supposition! but what must 
the reality be? To be one hour in comfinrt, 
surrounded by relatives and friends, in the land 
of hope aiid' mercy; and the next, in the regions 
of despairj filled with anguish, bitter regrets, 
and hopeless misery! 

Beader, you. may die suddenly, you may die 
to*day; and if you do, your state will be fixed 
for ever; Do not oondude that you are safe 
without a thorough examination.. Let nothing 
decide your case but God*s unerring Word. 
There is but one foundation for a sinner's hope, 
and that is' Christ Jesus. There is no. certainty 
of life beyond the present moment. Therefore 
make your calling and your election sure. 

" Seize the kind promiBe while it waits, 
And march to Zion's heayenly gates : 
Believe, atad take the |»roaniaed reefe, 
Obey, and be for evec bleaflAd " 
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AN ADDRESS TO A 
CHURCH Oi 

ILOVED in ti 
as jou have 
together as a 
obedience to 
the word of exhortation. 
Christians, and if you are 
"the Spirit of Christ;" 
not the Spirit of Christ, 
Yon are called " the ligh 
salt of the earth/' "the 
*' the temples of the Ho] 
dren of the living God." 
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are nnited to Jesus, whose fulness is opened to 
supply yon, and who is exalted at God's right 
hand to bless yon. Yon are nnited to one 
another; yon have "one Lord, one faith, one 
baptism," and have pledged yonrselves to seek 
each other's good. You profess to seek the 
glory of.Gk>d, yonr own edification, and the 
extension of the Bedeemer's kingdom, by this 
yonr union. Ever keep these things in mind, 
for your peace, prosperity, and comfort, in a 
great measure depend thereon. You are not 
your own ; you are not at liberty to seek your 
own gratification, but in subordination to the 
great ends yon profess to seek. Jesus bought 
you with his blood; he claims you as his own, 
and commands you to walk according to his 
Word. His eye is always upon you, and he is 
either glorified or dishonoured by every action 
you perform. Your privileges are great, and 
your duties are many; and ever remember, 
privileges are to be enjoyed in the performance 
of the duties required. You have received a 
kingdom, you are entitled to grace, and yon are 
exhorted to have it (Heb. xii. 28 ; iv. 16) . You 
can only serve Gk>d acceptably as yon serve 
him under the influence of his own grace, ac- 
cording to his Word, with a view to his ^lot^. 
Jleceiye, then, with meek]ieB&,«iA'«ni^^ ^^^^^^^^^ 
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iove and to good worka. Satan will en- 
mtoat to dialing yoa, and bow diaoord among 
a{ he hatea to see sainta in onion, and em- 
0^ etery stratagem to prevent it. Quard 
^init a spirit of. pride and self-conaeqnence : 
i will renobar :you miserable, useless, and 
KRen; you will be uneomfbrtable in your- 
dvaa, '■ and a plagoe to all abont you. £n- 
eavoor by all means, at all times, to " keep 
tie nniiy of the Spirit in the bond of peace." 
Feyer allow yourselyes to carry into the world 
lie concerns of the church ; carry them to the 
lOrd in prayer, but never tell them to any other, 
t is tale-bearing, and a breach of your church- 
svenant ; a disgrace to the person who practises 
i, and a trouble to the church that permits it. 

Do all thwffa to edification. When you meet 
t your houses, or in the house of Gk)d, always 
im to edify one another. You do one another 
ood (a evil every time you meet, therefore let 
le word of Christ dwell in yon richly in all 
dsdom, that you may be able to comfort, ad- 
ionish, and advise one another. Be present, 
' possible, when your brethren meet together 
jtr prayer and praise, and "nfivet ^j^»ko1K. ^wi^- 
If from any ordinance ftxc«v\. X'K^^'^'i ^^v 
ned. The diligent sotV BVie^. \sfe ^^'^ "^"^^ 
the idle souJ shall BTifiex 'b.xoig^ex. 



other's burdens, and so ttum *,^^ _. 
" Exhort one another dailj." Imitate God as 
dear children. " Be clothed with hnmility." 
*' Let each esteem other better than himself." 
Put on " bowels of mercies, kindness, faomble- 
ness of mind, meekness, long-suffering." " Be 
kindly affectioned one to another, with brotherl) 
love," giving honour one to another. ** Let the 
same mind be in you which was also in Christ 
Jesus." Consider one another as compassed 
with infirmities, exposed to temptations, and 
possessing like passions with yourselves. 

" Receive ye one another as Christ also re- 
ceived you to the glory of God." " Those who 
are weak in the faith receive ye." You are no' 
-^* ii>>ftrty to reject the lambs of the flock: thos 

• i-A^ onv least, often wear t\ 



w^. 
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Submit to the discipline prescribed in (Jod's 
Word ; never wish to keep any in the Church 
whose spirit and conduct say they ought to be 
oat of it. Consult the honour of Christ and the 
good of the cause upon these matters, not your 
own feelings. Jesus requires you to pluck out 
a right eye if it is an offence, a hindrance, or 
a stumbling-block ; and to cut off a right hand. 
Strive and pray that the Church may be kept 
pure ; sound in doctrine and holy in practice. 
The door out of the Church should be exactly 
of the same dimensions as the door in; and 
there is sinful partiality if it is not so. 

Never make private differences public except 
it be absolutely necessary. Observe the rule 
given by the Saviour (Matt, xviii. 15-20). 
Kever report a quarrel until you have reproved 
and prayed for the offender. Offences will 
come ; always endeavour to remove them out 
of the way as quickly as possible. Be sure you 
never encourage any fellow-member who re- 
tails the saints' faults ; the Lord tells you an 
angry countenance will drive away a back- 
biting tongue. If you refuse to receive, they 
will soon leave off their practice. Make all due 
allowance for your brethren; remember you 
also have your infirmities, and are exposed to 
temptationa. It Gk)d leave "JWIl, «ccl -v^ w«s«i. 

(7S) 2a 



the way to convort him, aux* . 
Ftudo of sins " (James v. 19, 20). Never bc^.. 
tion sin in any, nor condemn rashly ; siriye 
against a hasty spirit, and study to be qniet. 
Always aim to act in every place, and onder 
every circumstance, that observers may be 
obliged to say, That person is a Christian. Let 
your light so shine, and your good works be 
seen, that God may be glorified. 

Bo very careful over your spirit and conduct 
at church-meetings ; these are either the 
honour or disgrace of the Church. Remember 
yuu are in God's house, you profess to be tender 
of his honour, his oye is upon you, and the 
peace, prosperity, and comfort of the Church 
' - '^ADend upon your conduct and spirit 
• -> worthy, and holy. Kee 
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the backsliding, the penitent, your 
I detcoDfl : all have a daim upon you, 
be benefited by you. Ilncourage 
Jiort the lukewarm, caution the rash, 
backslider to turn again to the Lord, 
ick and dying, speak comfortably to 
ed and sorrowful, and pray for all. 
^on can under the Word, and beseech 
»et with them when there, 
bear in mind you must give an ac- 
rourselves to Gkxl. You are accountr 
1 you say, do, or occasion to be done; 
ill bring eyery work into judgment, 
p* secret thing, whether it be good, or 
> be evil." Your aoticms are perma- 
igh they appear but transient. Be 
it talker, aim to be a holy, humble, 
Iker. Shun the company of those 
discord among brethren. Keep a 
3ience. Give honour to whom honour 
Beware of the spirit of the world, 
lot the Holy Spirit of Gk)d," either by 
looseness, or bitterness ; but sow the 
righteousness — sow to the Spirit, and 
ftp Vde eyerla&tmg. k^QA\JBa^'^'«=t- 
i. "Walkcitc\im«^Q?(Nir -^^^ 
?ad." "Beoioiiem\Tx^,^-i^*^^^^;^> 
i of love and peace ^\x«ii^>*^'*^^^ 



than of what you sat/. So walk before thei 
that you may be able to say to them withor 
blushing, Be ye followers of me, even as I ai 
of Christ. " Bring them up in the nurture an 
admonition of the Lord." They are a trui 
committed to you, and their sanctification an 
salvation should lie nearer your hearts tha 
anything else. " Husbands, love your wives. 
Are they unconverted? endeavour to wi 
them by a lovely spirit and holy conduc 
"Wives, submit yourselves to your own hu 
bands," study their comfort in all things. Ai 
they without? strive by kindness, a manife 
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'mistreeses : they win keep their eyes upon yon, 
and expect great things from you. Be strictly 
honest; never take away behind yonr mistress' 
back, what you would not before her face. Be 
yery industrious ; you are hired to work, not to 
be idle. Be clean ; cleanliness is an honour to 
a Chiiatian, dirt is a disgrace. Neyer be pert; 
God's W(Hrd says you are not to answer again 
(Titus ii. 9)v Guard against eye-service ; you 
are directed to act towards your masters as you 
woidd toward the Lord Jesus dudst (Eph. vi. 
5-9). Godly, consistent servants, are very use^ 
fol members in a church; but idle, gossiping, 
pert, dirty, talkative ones are a great mischief 
and disgrace. The Lord takes notiee of all 
these things, and gives directions about them 
in hi» Word ; therefore they cannot be unin>- 
portant. 

Be particular as to the connections you 
form : many have been robbed of their simpli- 
city, spirituality, and humility, through asso- 
ciating with proud, censorious, licentious pro^ 
fessors ; or &om going too far and too frequently 
with the worldly. If you are single, be very 
careful to whom you give up your company, or 
allow to entangle your affections; you are at 
liberty to marry " only in tha Lsa^." "^ '^^s*^ 
dare to unite with an uniegenj&xQ.\;d ^•WKsa.^'^^iik' 4 
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uge oantian in all your dealings, that yon may 
presette a conscience void of offence toward 
CM and toward luan. ftev&rence age and 
Bpititaality^ pity weaknees, and always loathe 
0111 under every form. 

l&v«r Tiew yourselves as the property of Gk)d, 
for his glory; as the property of the Chnrch, for 
her good. Yon are debtee to God for his grace, 
for pardon, righteousness, and eternal life. Yon 
owe a debt of gratitude and obedience. You 
are in debt to the Church ; she has a right to 
your presence, your prayers, your sympathies, 
and your influence. A Christian has no private 
propefity; all is lent him with this command, 
" Occupy till I come." By love, then, serve 
one Another. " Reckon yourselves to be dead 
indeed unto sin," and unto the world ; " but 
alive nnto G^," and to the interests of his 
Church, " through Jesus Christ our Lord." A 
Christian spirit is a public spirit ; and a con- 
sistent Christian will always aim to lay himself 
tmt for the elctension of the Kedeemer*s cause, 
and the glory of Jehovah's name. Happy must 
be that Church, of whose members it may be 
said. They have done what they could ! They 
have done what they could to support, establish, 
and increase the causo ; they lv«.v« dssck.^-^VAl 
tbej- could to add to the 6pbA\;tw^V5,\o "sasM^- 
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may be made a praise in t 
it is, let your conduct and 
it beyond a doubt. Sho^ 
works ; the holiness of yox 
consistency of your practi 
yourselyes, but unto him w 
rose again; and whether 
whatsoever ye do, do all to 
View your pastor as God 
the Lord's message to you. 
from him not only comfor 
only instruction, but exhorl 
offence at Clod's Word as d 
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l^revent your edification. Esteem God's ser- 
vants "very highly in love for their work's 
sake, and be at peace among yourselves." 

Finally, brethren, endeavour to keep up con- 
stant fellowship with G^, seek personal holi- 
ness, and give yourselves up unreservedly to 
the Lord. Look upon one another as brethren, 
united by ties more sacred and more close than 
any natural bond. View one another in Christ, 
as members of his body, of his flesh, and of his 
bones. Be concerned to know that the Spirit 
dwells in you and among you, as the glorificr 
of Christ, the sanctifier of his people, the ex- 
pounder of the Scriptures, and the author of 
edification and peace. Bring every gift and 
talent yon possess, and consecrate them to the 
Church's service and the Bedeemer's praise. 
Wrestle with God for his presence in your 
assemblies, and his blessing on your souls. 
Realize your responsibility, and let self be 
denied, while patience, forbearance, and 
brotherly kindness, have their perfect work. 
And may the Gk>d of all grace, who hath called 
you unto his eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after 
that ye have sufiered awhile, make you perfect, 
stablish, strengthen, and settle you. To him 
be glory and dominion fox evet «iSi<i ^n%\. 
Amen, 
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AN IMPORTANT QUESTION: 

WHAT HAVE I DONE TO SAVE A SOUL TO-I 

|EOnSANDS are perishing «r 
me. Hell is enlarging itself, 
saves souls by hnman instrv 
ality. He saves by the si 
means. He points to some just on the v 
hell, and says, '* Save them with fear, pi 
them out of the fire." Paul's object wa 
means to save some. He became all H 
all men, that he might save the more. 
" - - +»n'a day in order to sav 
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may speak by ii — ^it may suggest a thought 
which may "W^»k, and work, until the Saviour 
be sought and found. And can I, believing 
thiB, neglect to give away tracts? A word 
spoken, or a passage quoted, may save a soul. 
God has often used such simple means as these. 
And shall I neglect to speak to those about me, 
or fear to set Qod*s Word before them! A 
letter written to a friend, has saved a soul. 
God works by letters written out of love to his 
name, with zeal for his glory, in order to bring 
sinners to his throne. And shall I fail to write, 
when t cannot speak to his friends, to warn 
them to flee from the Wrath to come. Oh, my 
l^ethren, let us examine ourselves daily ! Let 
US ask ourselves every night. What have I done 
to mve a soul thU day 9 If I do nothing, can I be 
gttilfiess? If I do nothing, can I be honest to 
my ptc^ession ? tf I do nothing, is it possible 
thai I cftn understand the gospel? If I do 
nothing, can I be living in fellowship with God? 
If I do nothing, ought t to be a member of a 
Ohufch of Christ ? If I do nothing, ought I 
not to give up all profession of religion at once 
and for ever? Conscience, be honest, and 
speak! 

flow few realize the value ot t\ift %wi5^\ '^'^s^ 
few make any hearty, direct, wiSi ^-k^-^ ^\jsas^ 
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btmiaa God hf Itadlng moJ 
Ha doe* not drink bOa tb 
who daw not itrita to .ton 
BBH to ^^g^*i WSbA fron tlv 

onto God. Of eoone ws a 
Sot itkSm 



viQnM u If wo an fit for 
dioiu to be emplc^ed foi hit 
hoooDi npon lU bj employii 
ni.bleaw* n», and makes na b 
■0 employed : and thus «e p 
hia Word, that tn keeping hj 
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3681011 Upon the present generation, and 

»« a good name in that which follows — if 

would live like saints,* and die like coii- 

iOrors — ^let ns daily do something to save souls 

om death. The work is most important, our 

[tpartnnities daily hecome less, the honour is 

nspeakably glorious, and the reward is lasting 

I eternity ; let ns therefore daily endeavour to 

ive Bonis from death. Let ns speak to those 

e can, and write to those wo cannot. Let us 

ake it onr business, and follow it as our 

3asnre; nor rest satisfied until we can say 

th our beloved Lord, " My work is to do the 

1 of him that sent me, and to finish his 

•k." Verily we have been guilty; let us 

it, confess it, obtain pardon for the past, 

plead for grace for the future. Oh, that 

7 member of the Church of Christ would 

hus ; then the Church of Jesus would soon 

"forth as the morning, fair as the moon, 

as the sun, and terrible as an army with 

rs." Thus saith the Lord, "He which 

•teth a sinner from the error of his way 

ave a soul from death, and shall bild)^ ^ 

de of Bins." 




^^^^X^^?3 


Bat how dots till 


■ 


Jesna become our 




iaiaitli? Ilisgi 


■ 




r 


BCilelj opon him 


l-ANT QUESTION : 


i»c^*pto.ce wif 




cient to give a 


Fnia DAY TO MAKBSCmE 


of Jesiu, and t 


BALVTION. 


Itiaqnitesutr 


aduclorj to etoraity. It 


-Se that be! 


o us to prepare for Eun 


life." He J 


n imcbiingeable atata oT 


month, •■ B, 


TliB olejnu! falute d*- 


li/t." But 


. WLal we aow in Uiu 


it always p 


n tho ntflt. AaweUTe, 


generutes k 


e ; »nd aa we die, ao w. 


[lerfDrmance 


^ Wo arc bj natnie and 




^^M^HCDonuh- 


before Gu 



Another Important Question. 367 

a Qbailience ia oar juiitifTing TighteouBiiede. 
Jut bow does the Oitoiiement and obiidiouiM) of 
Cenu become ones 7 B7 faith giil^. And nhut 
B faith? It is giving ocEdit to his mad, pluc- 
,iig confldetice ia hia work, and depending 
Bolely ojjon him for pardon, pence, purily. ami 
acceptance with God, But ia faith alone auHi- 
eient lo gice os an iDlereat in the perfect work 
of Jesug, and to entitle ua to everlasting life '! 
It ia quite aufheient, fur his o^n Word declares, 
" He thai, btUeoith an the Son halA evirlasting 
life." He hulh also dectaxod, with hie own 
mouth, " Se that belietelli on me h/ah teerlailiaj/ 
life." But Irne Euth will noTot exist aloTw> : 
it alwHjB pcodncea repentanoo towarda God, 
geneiatea love to the Savioar, and leads lo the 
periiuiaance of good worka. Ever; true l^- 
liever ia sorry for Jii^ Bins; he confesses them 
before God with Ehnrae, pleads the blood of 
Jeaoa that thcj may be pardoned, and strivos 
to conqimr his bad bnbiti ia the strength of tht 
Lord. Every real Christian loves tbe Saviour 
who died for bim, and praya most heartily to 
be consecrated entirely, with all he hath, in ttie 
Bedeejoer'a service and praiae. Ssi ■«\Ai5a '\& 
Aj wbaterer Iha Lord reqwea Q^ ^'■'^'■^"'^■i^* 
whervTBr the Lord will bohA IbtoV *''^ \^, ii 
>Ii>e unto the i,oid-.M «V6 -i;^^*' 
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tion ; and tnon uut» ^.m. ^. 
Saviour and to benefit his fe 
lives by faith in Christ, or h] 
word of Jesus, trusting in the i 
and exercising confidence in 
Jesus; but while he thus liv 
Christ, he is careful to mainta 
His object from day to day is t( 
ing and election sure, so the 
justly doubt the truth of his 
I that he may have no reason 1 

I but that he is saved in the Lo 

I lusting salvation. Is this the 

case ? It is. Then let me af 
done thifl day to make sure m 
Have I exercised faith in 
confessed my sins before Grod * 
for grace to obey the comman 
T i^onn strivinj^ against sin ' 
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the Lord Jesus Christ ? Have I mourned over 
rin, riglied for holiness, and kept my cyo 
steadily fixed on glorifying Gk)d ? Or have I 
lost (right of eternity, neglected my duty, and 
been Hving to myself? Has there been no 
commnnion with Jesus, no zeal for God, no 
pity for sinners ? If so, is there not reason to 
doubt that my religion is but a form, my pro- 
fession a pretence, and my danger of eternal 
death imminent? Faith without works is 
dead. Can such faith save us ? Never ; it is 
utterly impossible. If, therefore, we would not 
deceive our own souls, if we would not plant 
thorns in our dying pillow, if we would not 
sink into hell under a profession of religion, 
let ut examine ourselves carefully, let us reform 
our lives thoroughly, and let us give all dili- 
gence to make our calling and election sure. 
Every morning let us ask, '^ What course shall 
I pursue tiiis day to put the reality of my reli- 
gion beyond doubt?" — and every evening lot 
us inquire, " What have I done this day to 
make sure my own salvation ? " May tlio 
words of the Holy Spirit amt Ao^tcl ^^^-sj* ">:v>nj^ 
our hearts-^" Be not dec^^eA; ^^ '^'^ ^^^x. 

mooted; for whatsoever a xqbsl s.o^^*^^ 

Mbtdl healao rAAn " 



■■ BEHOLD, HE COM 

HESE die God'B wo 
intended to awoken 
snlgoct of the great 
to aronse out hope 
timu.and to eidte walchfulnew 
aauthl" Who cometh? Tl 
He came once in hnmiliBtion 
Father's mind, and to offer a b 
sina : having done so, he return 
present his blood, and obtain Oi 
our great High Priest, He will 
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one, as he is one with the Father, and the 
Father is one with him. He will change onr 
Tile hodies, and fashion them like unto his 
glorious hody. He will dothe us with glory, 
and we shall reign with him upon the earth. 
Me eometh I But when ? Soon ; it may he 
very soon. We are not certain that he will 
Btay away another day. It is long since he 
said, " Behold^ I come quidkly !" He is expect- 
ing that his enmnies will soon be made his foot- 
stool. He will come as a thief — suddenly, 
unexpectedly, in flaming fire. When the world 
is saying, " Peace and safety" — when hosts of 
professing Christians are fast asleep, like the 
foolish virgins — the proclamation will he made, 
" Beholdy the Bridegroom eometh ! " Beloved, 
let us live daily looking for and expecting the 
coming of our Lord. Let us wateh^ because the 
coming of the Lord draweth nigh. Let us be 
found waiting for the Son of God from heaven. 
Let us work for him, as those who believe he 
may come at any moment to examine their 
performances, and reward every one according 
to his works. Jesus will soon be here. Are we 
ready to receive him ? Would the announce- 
ment that he had come fill us with joy and 
pleasure? Are we sanctified by hia S^vtvf. 
Are we Justified in his righteowaii<ee».*i ^^^^ 
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" I SAY UNTO ALL, WATCI 

[E Lord Jesus speaks to a 
read his W(Hrd or hear his sei 
He speaks <^ his second a 
He assures ns that he will ret; 
oar world ; that he expects his disciples 
ready to receive him ; that he will come 1 
own glory, in the glory of his Father, and 
his holy angels ; that he comes to oomplett 
salyation of his people, and introduce them 
perfect liherty — to present his Ohnrch ' 
himself most glorious, not having spot, wrii 
or any such thing. When he ccHnes he 
silence every groan, purge out every stain, 
perfectly remove all disease. Holiness, ha 
ness, and health will then characterize 
people ; and himself will he their portion 
his presence their joy for ever. He will c 
in an unexpected moment, like the flas 
lightning : the trumpet will sound, and J 
will he here. He may oome to-day at 
ffiy^^, when we are wrapped m %\ee^. ^ 
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8ig to Bee thee, we sigh to be for ever with 
lee, we groan to be made like thee, we daily 
SBire the adoption, even the redemption of our 
3die8. Oan wo love thee, and not wish to be 
ith thee ? Can we believe thy Word, and not 
ng for thy glorious appearing? Oh, come, 
>me quickly, and destroy the Man of Sin ; 
ike to thyself thy great power and reign ; and 
t the whole earth be filled with thy glory. 
ome and render the world thy kingdom, and 
iy Church complete in numbers and holiness. 

*' Lift your heads, ye friends of Jesus, 
Partners of his sufferings here ; 
Christ, to all believers precious. 
Lord of lords, shall soon appear : 

Mark the tokens 
Of his heavenly kingdom near. 

" Sun and moon are both confounded 

When the Lord shows forth his might ; 
When, with angel-hosts surrounded. 
In his Father's glory bright. 

Beams the Saviour, 
Shines the everlasting Light. 

" Lo ! 'tis He ! our heart's desire, 
Come for his espoused below ; 
Come to join us with his choic \ 
Come to make out 'ysj% ti^sAsm \ 

Palms of victoty, 
Crowns of glory to Y>ea\.o^ " 
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. A WORD TO THE BEREA 

" I spake unto thee in thy prosperity ; Imt 
I wlU not hear."— JsR. zzii 2] 

lOSPERITT is not alwa 
ing. Ease sometimes ge 
ness. Discipline is absol 
sary. The Lord spe 
prosperous, but they are too bus; 
He brings a cloud over their affairs 
his dispensation, and says, " Hear 
There is a parent bereaved of a 
It was an idol ; or, if not, it was 
of becoming so. The affections 
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flitioii, and it is just ready to indulge in hard 
thoaghts of him, or to mormur against him. 
Bnt it miftst not he. No ; rather examine thy 
conraeu Tnm over the pages of thy past his- 
tory. Attend to the Lord's inquiry, " HoMi thatk 
not jffToeured thit utUo thysdff,,,8ee thy loay" 

An Eastern shepherd had taught his flock to 
know his voice and follow him. But on one 
occasion, when the Weather was fine and all 
was pleasant, he wished to lead his flock to 
anoihev spot. He called them to follow him. 
A ewe, who was fieeding with her lamh heside 
her, refused to do so. He fumed and snatched 
up her lamh, and carried it off in his hosom, 
and she readily henceforth followed his ealL 
Juat 80 the Good Shepherd, when we allow our 
lamhs so to engross our attention or captivate 
oor affections that we neglect to heear his voice 
and ohey his call, takes our lamh, lays it in his 
bosom, sa3ring, ** Follow me" Bereaved Chris- 
tiian, has Jesus taken away your lamb? He 
baa laid it in his boeom. He is carrying it to 
bis Father's house. He will place it beyond 
the rdaeb of tile storm, the wolf, and painful 
disease. He is tendeor over it. He will take 
the utmost care of it. He will feed it, and lead 
it to living fountains of water. H« will ^^^ 
awajr erery tear fipom its ey^. li ^^\£SS!ae* 
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.ppy there. It was necessary that he should 
iUS try you ; and yon will see this by-and-by. 
At present believe his word ; he says, " I will 
do yon no hurt." Believe his love to yon ; it 
10 too great to suffer the presence of a rival, or 
to allow you to injure yourself by improper 
flitaohments. Had he loved you less, he might 
have spared your feelings ; you might have 
retained your loved one. Can you regret that 
Jesus loves you so much ? Gould you wish 
him to love you less ? My friend, weep no 
longer ; dry up your tears. Listen to your 
Shepherd's voice ; follow in your Shepherd's 
footsteps. Detach your affections from earth 
and earthly things, and set them on those 
things which are above, where Christ sitteth 
on the right hand of God. It is but a little 
while, and we shall have done with everything 
here. If the Lord had not taken your child 
nov, you must have left it very soon; and if 
you had left it behind you in a world like this, 
who can tell what might have been its suffer- 
ings or its sorrows ? If the Lord had not taken 
it from you, it may have been necessary that 
he should take you from it ; and this might 
have been far worse. Your Saviour has done 
wisely ; you will see thia by- w\.d-\s.^ . Y<5»x. 
Saviour has acted kindly, Mid. >Cla!^ Vxsfii^^''^ 
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KedMmerlB call, and ask, as >o« 
ndstioii at 1^ feet, ** Lord'', wkal^ 
me to dot" We may anticipal 
" hone me mora. Keep dkieer 
Speaik to me more frequently anc 
live fbr my honoar. Walk by m] 
Bothing occupy my place in yo^ 
Best in my Ioyb to you. Bely on 
I hay» nmde you. Attend to t 
h&ye given you. Expect the ms 
am now preparing for you." I 
us not> refuse to hear thee, bi 
grace in mch i^^randanoe that w 
catch the first ^unds of thy v 
ready to do wfaatsoeyer t&ou i 
—•• «^i*AT whatsoever the 
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** JjOKd, bless m7 babe ! " the youthful mother cried, 
And fondly pressed her Infant to her breast ; 
Then offered it to Him who loved and died 
To give poor suffering mothers peace and rest. 

It was her first-born, and she loved it well. 
Admired each feature, full of strange delight ; 

Then turned the kindness of her God to tell. 

Whose tender care had blessed her with the sight 

Perhaps she thought — " Ah ! tf I had been Mind, 
And felt my loved one on my bosom lie, 

But could not see its face ! — my God, how kind 
To let me see my baby's lovely eye ! 

** Its little head had slumbered en my breast. 
Its velvet cheek awakened sweet surprise. 
Its ruby Ups a mother's bosom prest. 

Who longed to see it with her poor bUnd eyes. 

" Or if I had been detf , and eoidd not hear 

lU little voio^ which thxUls throngh all my soul. 
How often had I shed thA bVUec \mx> 
And found ii hiird my tM^kBH^XA w»te^\ 
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My heart has danced already 
And I have seen strange b* 

" Or had my babe been blind, i 
Its mother's face, or natnx 
How painful and distressing 
Its sightless eyeballs desti 

" Or if it had been deaf, and c 
My voice, which seeks to s 
That were a burden I could 
Though to complain, in n 

" But my sweet babe has sighl 
Its senses and its membe: 
The goodness of my God in 
And lay my loved one at 

" I do feel grateful ; O thou ( 

Accept the praises of my 

And let me, though a sinne 
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,h me to train it in thy holy ways, 
A.nd early lead it to thy gradoiu throne ; 
i, let my babe show forth my Savioiir's praise. 
And by it may thy holy will be done ! 

I wonld not nnne it for the world or sin, 

Or see it prove an enemy to thee ; 
I'll early try its little heart to win. 

And pray that it may consecrated be. 

t 

It was thy gift ; I love it for thy sake, 

And hoi>e to see it live thy name to fear ; 
Mother and babe into thy keeping take, 

And all thrcragh life, oh, mav we find thee near ! 

Nor let my child assume my Saviour's place ; 

To him my warmest love is ever due : 
Blest Spirit, daUy fill my mind with grace, 

That Jesns' glory I may still pursne. 

Lord, bless my babe ! and spare it to me aiiU, 
Healthy and strong, to comfort my fond heart ; 

Oh, may it walk by thy preceptive will. 
And in thy service all its powers exert. 

*Tis thine, created by thy power alone ; 

As thine, I wish to treat it day by day ; 
Oh, may thy precious blood its sins atone, 

And from its spirit purge each stain away. 

Accept my feeble praise for merdes given, 

And keep me near thy side through all my way ; 

Conduct and teach me till I enter heaven. 
Nor let me from thy holy precepts stray. 

A mother's heart, laetote «b%«bN\ssra?%NJsa^jcv^, 

Would thus hex londeftV. ^w\jSii«& txcsh* ^^.v^^*-"- J 
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